
Lent 4, Week of March 19 
Prayer as Humility and Generosity 

 
“Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.” 

 
Opening Prayer: 
Show us the depths of your mercy, gracious God. Pour it into our hearts so it might 
spill over into our lives and relationships. Heal us, so we can be agents of your healing. 
Amen. 
 
Watch Video #4 
 
Read Aloud and Reflect on the Following Texts:  
 
Leviticus 25:8-12, 35-41 
You shall count off seven weeks of years, seven times seven years, so that the period 
of seven weeks of years gives forty-nine years. Then you shall have the trumpet 
sounded loud; on the tenth day of the seventh month—on the Day of Atonement—you 
shall have the trumpet sounded throughout all your land. And you shall hallow the 
fiftieth year, and you shall proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It 
shall be a Jubilee for you: you shall return, every one of you, to your property and every 
one of you to your family. That fiftieth year shall be a Jubilee for you: you shall not sow 
or reap the aftergrowth or harvest the unpruned vines. For it is a Jubilee; it shall be holy 
to you: you shall eat only what the field itself produces....If any of your kin fall into 
difficulty and become dependent on you, you shall support them; they shall live with 
you as though resident aliens. Do not take interest in advance or otherwise make a 
profit from them, but fear your God; let them live with you. You shall not lend them your 
money at interest taken in advance or provide them food at a profit. I am the LORD your 
God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to give you the land of Canaan, to be 
your God. If any who are dependent on you become so impoverished that they sell 
themselves to you, you shall not make them serve as slaves. They shall remain with 
you as hired or bound laborers. They shall serve with you until the year of the Jubilee. 
Then they and their children with them shall go out from your authority; they shall go 
back to their own family and return to their ancestral property.  
 
[John] Calvin, a [16th century] French immigrant to Geneva and deeply concerned about 
the poverty of his compatriots there, lambasted the rich for their strict, impoverishing 
debt collection. He refused communion to those charged with usury. In this economic 
situation, forgiveness of financial debt remained a pressing need and [the language of 
“debts,” instead of “trespasses”] remained in the [his version of] Lord’s Prayer. (Marcia 
Pally, https://www.abc.net.au/religion/forgive-our-debts-the-economics-of-the-lords-
prayer/11314116) 
 
 

https://www.abc.net.au/religion/forgive-our-debts-the-economics-of-the-lords-prayer/11314116
https://www.abc.net.au/religion/forgive-our-debts-the-economics-of-the-lords-prayer/11314116


Discussion Questions: 
 

• Different versions of the Lord’s Prayer speak of forgiving “debts,” “trespasses,” 
and “sins.” Which version(s) do you prefer, and why? How does the language we 
use influence our idea of how we (and others) have fallen short of what God 
desires for us? 

• This week’s readings and topic remind us that we pray not only as individuals 
before God but also as members of societies and communities. What makes it 
difficult to be honest before God about all of our connections and obligations to 
other people? 

• Do you find it easy or difficult to ask for forgiveness? To forgive others? 
• In the Lord’s Prayer, God’s mercy toward us provides motivation for us to be 

merciful and generous toward others. Does that resonate with your own 
experience? 

  
 
 
Closing Prayer (Based on Psalm 8:3-6): 
Who are we, O God, that you are mindful of us? Yet you lift us up. You entrust us with 
this creation and with the well-being of one another. Give us the humility we need so 
we might be up to the task. Amen. 
 

 


