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Dear friends,

I begin each day with a prayer ritual that includes this 17th 
century poem by George Herbert:

“Thou who has given so much to me, give one thing  
more – a grateful heart.
Not grateful when it pleases me, as if thy grace  
had spare days, 
But such a heart whose pulse may be thy praise.” 

Looking back over this last year has stirred in me deep  
gratitude. I have a grateful heart. God has been steadfast, and Westminster has 
shown resilience and faithfulness.

We forget how challenging it was to “do church” during the pandemic. As we thought 
about how to portray 2022 in the Annual Report, the staff team wondered if we 
should simply “move on,” and not show pictures of people at Westminster in masks, 
no longer required. But we decided not to ignore what we had been through together; 
we all wore masks at church most of the year, until Coming Together Sunday  
in September. We carry within us the lingering trauma of two-plus years of Covid. 

The Church has always been called to live into the times in which it finds itself. God 
is faithful in every age; the Church must be, as well. Thus, we also cannot ignore the 
painful impact – that we all bear – of our national sin of racial injustice. As followers 
of Jesus, we trust in the hope of healing and reconciliation. 

I am grateful for the adaptability of our congregation as we live toward God’s Beloved 
Community. In our city this past year we kept singing and praying, seeking justice  
and serving others, supporting partners in mission, being generous, listening,  
learning, growing, showing hospitality, and doing church in new ways. By the grace  
of God, Westminster persevered, and in 2022 we moved into new realities we have  
yet to fully understand. 

In 2023 we will continue to discern where the Spirit is leading, and how the church is 
evolving. An old hymn says, “new occasions teach new duties.” We are discovering 
how true that can be. 

Looking back and looking ahead, I have great confidence in our congregation’s  
capacity to follow where Jesus leads. And so I have a grateful heart – for my staff 
colleagues, for the lay leaders and church officers, and for each member of this  
remarkable community of faith.

Thanks be to God – and, yes…see you in church, in person or online!

Grace and peace,



 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Statement  
Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 
In response to the grace of God through Jesus Christ,  
Westminster’s mission is to proclaim and celebrate the  
Good News of Jesus Christ; gather as an open community 
to worship God with dignity and joy, warmth and beauty; 
nourish personal faith through study, prayer, and fellowship; 
work for love, peace and justice; be a welcoming and  
caring Christian community, witnessing to God’s love day by 
day; work locally and beyond with our denomination and the 
larger Christian Church; and be a telling presence in the city.



“Come, thou Fount of every  
blessing; tune my heart to sing  

thy grace; streams of mercy,  
never ceasing, call for songs  

of loudest praise.”

—Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
Hymn No. 475

Opposite page clockwise: Westminster Choir rehearsal; summer event; and Christmas  
Day worship in Westminster Hall. This page: Launching the Enduring Hope campaign  

and annual Stewardship program.

Between Stewardship and launching a new 
campaign, 2022 was a big year for giving.  
The year ended with record-breaking gifts 

received for Stewardship totaling nearly $3.1 million! 
Thank you to everyone who supported Westminster 
with their time and resources in 2022. 

Westminster also launched the Enduring Hope  
capital campaign in October, with a goal to raise  
$30 million to pay off debt, renovate the chapel, and 
support mission. The campaign has already raised 
enough money to pay off a Thrivent loan one year 
early and to begin renovations on the chapel. Ten 
percent of the Enduring Hope campaign will sup-
port the mission component – which is on top of 
what Westminster gives annually to mission. In 
2022, Westminster gave $460,000 from the operat-
ing budget to community partnership grants and 
global partners. In addition, Westminster released 
$400,000 from the endowment to assist Liberty 
Community Church in north Minneapolis and Grace-
Trinity Community Church in Uptown through an 
extraordinary draw from unrestricted funds. 

Giving at Westminster



Top to bottom (this page): In-person worship with masks; Wednesday  
bluegrass worship at Peavey Plaza; and musicians performing during 8:30am 

worship. Top to bottom (opposite page): Children’s Church in the Corner  
Gallery; prayer during 8:30am service; and WestConnect fall retreat. 

“I come with joy, a child of God, 
forgiven, loved, and free, the life of 
Jesus to recall in love laid down for 
me, in love laid down for me.”

— I Come with Joy, Hymn No. 515

In 2022, more than 4,700 people joined West-
minster each week for worship, whether in per-
son, through livestream, or watching on KMSP-

TV later. Worship at Westminster on Sunday 
mornings focused on Belonging and Imagination 
for the two program years. Wednesday Evening 
Worship included Silence and Song services as 
well as Taizé during Lent, bluegrass during the 
summer, and Shelter in the Storm for the fall.  

Guest preachers and musicians in 2022 included: 
the Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb from Dar al-Kalima 
University in Bethlehem, South African Gospel 
Ensemble “29:11,” Chaplain and Associate Dean 
Rev. Kelly Stone and Associate Chaplain for Jew-
ish Life Rabbi Emma Kippley-Ogman from Macal-
ester College; the Rev. Anna Kendig Flores from 
the Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area; the Rev. 
Anthony Jermaine Ross-Allam from Oak Grove 
Presbyterian Church; and Cantus vocal ensemble.

Worship God 
with dignity 
and joy, warmth 
and beauty



Adult Education finished examining the theme Building the 
Beloved Community: Construction, Restructuring, and Repair 
in May and began the new program year in September 
exploring Owning Your Theology: How Our Thoughts about 
God and Faith Affect Our Lives and Relationships. During 
the summer, Adult Education shared a short video series 
called Faith in the Flesh, which included conversations with 
Westminster clergy and members about their faith. The 
Social Justice Forum finished focusing on Diving Deeper 
Together So All May Flourish as the theme for the 2021-
2022 program before beginning Investing in Each Other’s 
Futures in September. 

Families, Youth, and Children returned to in-person 
classes in March 2022 and in September successfully 
re-launched Children’s Church, which is the programming 
for four-year-olds through 1st graders that happens after 
Time with Children in 10:30am worship.

Other educational offerings included the Bible Then and 
Now classes on Monday evenings, small group studies, 
the Meisel Scholars program and WestConnect fellow-
ship group for young adults, as well as numerous retreats 
throughout the year for men, women, young adults, and 
youth. Finally, Westminster hired a new Associate Pas-
tor for Adult Ministries to oversee Adult Education, small 
group ministries, and other engagement opportunities, 
and a new Youth Ministries Director to lead Confirmation 
and youth activities. 

Nourish faith through study, prayer, 
and fellowship



Westminster demonstrated love, peace, 
and justice in a number of ways and 
through various ministry areas in 

2022. Friends Eating and Sharing Together 
(FEAST) returned to Westminster on the 4th 
Sunday of each month. Youth participated in 
service-learning trips (previously called mis-
sion trips), with the junior highs spending a 
week in northwest Minnesota and the senior 
highs in Breathitt County, Kentucky, where they 
partnered with Appalachia Service Project for a 
week of home repair work in rural Appalachia. 

Also in 2022, the Social Justice Ministry Team 
(SJMT) recommended and the Faith in Action 
Council approved Westminster establishing a 
new study group to prayerfully consider Re-
imagining Community Safety. The scope of 
the study group includes reforming policing, 
preventing violence, and developing emergency 
service response alternatives. Finally, Westmin-
ster’s Community Partners Ministry Team pro-
vided funding grants to 15 local organizations 
working to transform social systems, challenge 
inequalities, and practice love of neighbor for 
those who are poor, hungry, or homeless. 

Top to bottom (this page): Photos from the senior high  
summer service-learning trip, Fair Trade Fair. Clockwise from 
top (opposite page): Coming Together Sunday Church School 
processional and serving communion during worship.

Work for love, peace, and justice

“Lord, you give the great commision: 
‘Heal the sick and preach the word.’ Lest 
the church neglect its mission, and the 
gospel go unheard, help us witness to 
your purpose with renewed integrity; 
with the Spirit’s gifts empower us for 
the work of ministry.”

—Lord, You give the Great Commision, Hymn No. 298



Coming Together Sunday in September demonstrated the 
welcoming and caring Christian community at Westminster. 
The Social Justice Forum and Adult Education hosted journalist 
Krista Tippett for a joint forum to launch the new program year. 
Families, Youth, and Children processed in worship with ban-
ners, welcoming new children and youth to their classes. Over-
all, Westminster welcomed 42 new members to church in 2022.

Congregational Care ministries offered care and support 
through a number of ministries, including grief support, health 
and healing, prayer, providing meals, and programming through 
the Magnet Center for neighbors in the 55+ age group. Finally, 
Westminster Deacons returned to offering home communion 
to homebound members, sharing in the breaking of bread and 
prayers.

Be a welcoming and caring  
Christian community

“What faith I have, I bring to join this table, what 
hope I hold, in Christ is taught and true; with  
brothers, sisters, I will share the blessing, the feast 
where God is making all things new.” 

—When at This Table, Hymn No. 537



 

 
 

Westminster members and staff were 
active in the community in 2022. 
In June, Westminster’s Wednesday 

Evening Worship was held across the street in 
Peavey Plaza with bluegrass  
worship and a cookout afterwards outside the 
church. In July, Westminster hosted a booth at 
the Loring Park Art Festival, sharing information 
about the church and engaging with the  
community through music and art. In Septem-
ber, the long-awaited dedication of the  
Westminster Bells occurred. The bells were 
installed in March 2020, but the Covid pandemic 
delayed the dedication service for over two 
years. The Westminster Bells provide an audible 
way for Westminster to be a telling presence in 
downtown Minneapolis.

The Westminster Gallery celebrated 20 years, 
the Westminster Performing Arts Series  
re-launched in the fall, and the Westminster 
Town Hall Forum continued to bring well-known 
speakers to the church, including former  
Attorney General Eric Holder. Finally, Westmin-
ster continued broadcasting worship on Sunday 
afternoons on KMSP-TV, bringing Westminster’s 
worship into thousands of homes across  
Minnesota. 

“The church of Christ cannot be bound 
by walls of wood or stone. Where  
charity and love are found, there can 
the church be known.”

— The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound 
Hymn No. 766

Be a telling  
presence in  
the city



Top to bottom (opposite page): Westminster Town  
Hall Forum speaker Eric Holder; Loring Park Art Festival; 
and the dedication of the Westminster Bells. Top to 
bottom (this page): Ash Wednesday service; children 
returning to in-person activities; and the string ensemble 
performing.

How to Support  
Westminster
Throughout 2022, the Westminster  
community has gathered together in  
worship, prayer, and fellowship, working 
for love, peace, and justice, welcoming 
new people to the community and being  
a telling presence in the city. Financial  
support through Stewardship and the 
campaign have helped to make it all  
possible.

Please continue supporting the ministries 
at Westminster. Give online with a  
one-time gift or a pledge commitment  
for the year. To support 2023 Stewardship 
and the Enduring Hope campaign, point 
your smartphone camera at the QR  
codes below or visit: onrealm.org/ 
westminstermpls/give
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