
 

Liberty Community Church and 
Westminster will welcome Dianne 
Haulcy to lead our annual joint 

celebration of the life and ministry 
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Haulcy will present a workshop on  
Saturday, January 14 
from 10-11:30am  and 
preach in both wor-
ship services, Sunday, 
January 15. Liberty 
will share in leader-
ship of worship.

For more than 25 
years Haulcy has been 
a diligent advocate for 
creating the condi-
tions for families and 
children to thrive. 
Today she serves as 
the President and 
Chief Executive Office 
of The Family Partnership, a Minneap-
olis-based nonprofit responding to the 
needs of families by providing mental 
health therapy, early childhood educa-
tion and care, and family home visiting. 
Her civic and community commit-
ments include serving as chair of the 
Board of the Northside Achievement 
Zone. She is also a member of Governor 
Tim Walz’s Early Learning Council and 
the Parent Aware Advisory Committee.

As creator and host of the Minnesota 
Public Radio’s  Little Moments Count 
Early Risers podcast, Haulcy provides 

resources to encourage and prepare 
caregivers to talk with young children 
about race and racism. Now in its third 
season, Haulcy and guests have ex-
plored children’s books, connecting chil-
dren to Indigenous cultures, and bias 

in brain development. 
During the Saturday 
workshop participants 
will learn about how 
racial bias begins to 
form in children from 
birth and receive tools 
to prepare caregivers 
to have conversations 
with children. We will 
find these tools will also 
support better conver-
sations among adults.

Haulcy is an active 
member of Liberty Com-
munity Church where 

she teaches Sunday school, serves as 
a Ruling Elder and is Clerk of Session. 
She earned a Master of Public Admin-
istration from the Humphrey Institute 
at the University of Minnesota and a 
Bachelor of Arts from Spelman College 
in Atlanta, Georgia. Currently she is a 
Master of Divinity student at Luther 
Seminary in St. Paul.

***
Adult Education & Social Justice Forum 
Jan 15 | 9:15am | Westminster Hall 
Paul Williams from Project for Pride in 
Living (PPL) (more on p. 7)
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Celebrating Dr. King with Liberty 
Community Church      

Enduring Hope 
Update 
by Suzanne McInroy,  
Director of Communications

A generous donor 
has given $500,000 
to the Enduring 
Hope campaign to 
fully fund the chapel 
renovation project. 
The work is set to 
begin on January 9. 

“Not only has a donor family stepped 
forward to fund the project, but 
the funds are already in the bank,” 
explained Senior Pastor Tim Hart-
Andersen. “This means we’re ready to 
begin the project.”

The project will involve removing the 
existing sheetrock and restoring the 
walls to their original design. About 15 
years ago, sheetrock was added over 
the interior chapel walls in order to 
secure cracking plaster.

“The decision to add sheetrock was 
understood at the time, but it did cover 

by Alanna Simone Tyler, Associate Pastor for Justice and Mission

• Westminster to Host Sharing 
Our Wisdom Art Exhibition (p. 2) 

• First 2023 Meisel Scholar 
Announced (p. 4)

• Westminster’s Chamber Choir 
Headed to Cuba (p. 7)

• Performing Arts Series Spring 
Schedule (p. 8)

HOPE continued on page 5.
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Beyond Sunday Connections: 
Alice Mortenson 
by Steph Svee, Westminster member 

We look forward to our first Beyond Sunday 
Connections of 2023 with Alice Mortenson  
speaking on Monday, February 27. 

Beyond Sunday Connections is part of Women’s Ministries 
and includes events with a social hour and dinner, offering a 
time for women to come together in fellowship and to share 
personal reflections about faith, work, and daily life.  

Alice and her late husband, Mort, joined Westminster in 1990. She and Mort 
raised four sons. Alice currently serves as a Westminster trustee, as well as 
Chair and President of the Mortenson Family Foundation. Additionally, she 
serves on several boards, including the Macalester College Board of Trustees 
and University of Wisconsin Foundation.

The February 27 gathering begins with a 6 pm social hour followed by dinner 
in Westminster Hall at 6:45 pm. The cost of the dinner event is $32; register 
on Realm to attend. The registration deadline is Monday, February 6.

This fall, in collaboration with 
Minneapolis Adult Community 
Education, Westminster’s 

Magnet Center offered Sharing Our 
Wisdom, a 6-week art program for 
adults 55+ to promote positive wellbe-
ing and socialization. Made pos-
sible through a $23,000 Community 
Wellbeing grant from the Minneapolis 
Health Department (MHD), the Sharing 
Our Wisdom program was held at 
Westminster along with two other sites: 
Sabathani Community Center in South 
Minneapolis and North Market in North 
Minneapolis. 

Now, halfway through the program, the 
Magnet Center is ready to display the 
participants’ art during a special exhibi-
tion at Westminster in January. Each 
site had a cohort of 12-15 older adults 

who met regularly with a teaching 
artist and additional facilitator to share 
in storytelling, exchanging knowledge, 
sharing wisdom, and creating an 
individual art piece representing life 
lessons they wished to share. The 
teaching artists used different media 
at each site with North Market painting 
on canvas, Westminster working with 
sculpture, and Sabathani doing wood 
burning. 

On January 21, Westminster will host 
a free exhibition and reception for the 
public from 2-4pm with art from all 
three sites. The exhibition will include 
art pieces along with words of wisdom 
from the participants. The teaching 
artists will also attend and discuss 
their work. After the exhibition opens 
at Westminster, it will travel to other 

locations in Minneapolis.

For the second half of the Sharing Our 
Wisdom program, participants and 
others who would like to join will meet 
monthly through May with each gather-
ing focused on work from a well-known 
artist and a small art project. 

Westminster to Host Exhibition and Reception  
for Sharing Our Wisdom  
by Angelique Kingsbury, Coordinator, Magnet Center

Sarah Henrich 
guest speaker for 
All-Church Book 
Read
We are delighted to announce that 
the Rev. Dr. Sarah Henrich will be 
our guest speaker on January 22. 
Sarah was a former education pastor 
at Westminster. Among her several 
degrees, Sarah has a Master of Arts 
degree from the University of St. 
Thomas and is currently a docent at 
the Minneapolis Institute of Art. She will 
speak on how art reflects racism from 
the time of the 1850s to the present 
day. On the Sundays of January 8 and 
29 we will have discussion groups for 
our novel Horse by Geraldine Brooks.



Dear friends,

As we head into the New Year, I am eager to see what 
God has in store for Westminster in 2023. The congrega-
tion is thriving after two-and-a-half years of isolation 
and limited in-person engagement. It was wonderful to 
see so many people during Advent and Christmas! 

This month I will join the Downtown Interfaith Senior 
Clergy for a trip to the American South. We leave for 
Atlanta after worship on MLK Sunday and spend the 
next week visiting sites related to the history of efforts 
for racial justice in America. There will be a dozen of us 
– a rabbi, an imam, two Catholic priests, a Unitarian minister, and several Protestant 
clergy. The group is racially mixed. Keith Kopatz, Westminster’s A/V Coordinator, is 
coming and will create a video of the experience.

Some of you may remember the sabbatical Beth and I took in January 2020. We 
drove 4,000 miles through 16 states, from Minneapolis to Washington D.C. and then 
through the southern states. We learned from visiting dozens of museums and 
monuments, history centers and cemeteries, tiny hamlets and big cities, that the 
Civil Rights movement of the 1950s and 60s was an expression of a centuries-long 
struggle for human dignity and justice.

The downtown clergy trip begins on Monday morning, Jan 16, at Ebenezer Baptist 
Church in Atlanta, where the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, served as pastor. Sen. 
Raphael Warnock serves the church today. The MLK Celebration at Ebenezer will be 
headlined by Bryan Stevenson, founder and leader of the Equal Justice Initiative in 
Montgomery, Alabama. His book was made into the film, Just Mercy, which I recom-
mend. I count Stevenson’s appearance at the Westminster Town Hall Forum one of 
the highlights in the 42-year history of that program.

From Atlanta the group will drive to Birmingham, Selma, and Montgomery. In each 
of those cities we will meet with local leaders and visit sites that tell the story of 
racial violence and oppression over centuries of American history, and the coura-
geous work of many people and institutions – especially in the faith community – 
for transformation.

The interfaith clergy will share their experience and the video at three events – all at 
4:30pm on Sundays, March 12 at Temple Israel, March 19 at Westminster, and March 
26 at Fellowship Missionary Baptist in north Minneapolis. Mark your calendars now. 

See you in church in the New Year!

Grace and peace,
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Meisel Sunday 
January 8  | following 10:30am Worship | Meisel Room 
On Sunday, January 8, as a community we will celebrate the 2022 Meisel Scholars, 
marking Meisel Sunday. Students will share brief reflections in worship and fol-
lowing the 10:30am service, will offer further insights into what they gained from 
internships and research projects during a lunch and panel discussion. Join the 
conversation to hear from these incredible young people and learn more about the 
Meisel Scholars Program. For college-age students who are interested in applying 
for a summer 2023 Meisel Scholar Grant, applications will be available soon on the 
church’s website. Contact the Rev. Dr. Meghan Gage-Finn for more information.

Gatherings for College-Age Students  
Thursday, Janary 5 | 1:30pm & Wednesday, January 11 | 6pm   
We have two opportunities for college-age students to gather in early January, 
before the start of the next semester. There will be a College Student Coffee on 
Thursday, January 5 at 1:30pm. We will meet at the Westminster Reception Desk 
and walk together to get coffee and treats. On Wednesday, January 11, we will 
worship together at the midweek service at 6pm in Westminster Hall, and then walk 
across the street to Brit’s for dinner. Please text or email Rev. Dr. Meghan Gage-Finn 
if you plan to attend these activities or if you need more information! 

Faith Nixon Symposium Luncheon 
Sunday, February 5 | following 10:30am Worship 
The Faith Nixon Symposium Luncheon will be held February 5, following the 
10:30am worship. Faith Nixon was one Westminster’s first women elders, who 
served the church with love, intelligence, and energy. The Faith Nixon Endowment 
Fund allows us to continue Faith’s legacy by inviting a speaker to discuss issues 
of faith and action important to women. This year’s speaker will be the Rev. Libby 
Shannon, Transitional Executive Presbyter for the Presbytery of the Twin Cities 
Area. Watch Realm and other Westminster communications for more details.

WPC Happenings Daily Phone
DEVOTIONS

612.332.7087
January
1 Matthew 2:13-23
2 Hebrews 11:1-12
3 Genesis 28:10-22
4 Exodus 3:1-5
5 Isaiah 42:1-9
6 Psalm 29
7 Acts 10:34-43
8 Matthew 3:13-17
9 Acts 10:44-48
10 Jeremiah 1:4-10
11 Matthew 12:15-21
12 Isaiah 49:1-7
13 Psalm 40:1-11
14 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
15 John 1:29-42
16 Acts 8:26-40
17 Hebrews 10:1-4
18 Matthew 9:14-17
19 Isaiah 9:1-4
20 Psalm 27:1, 4-9
21 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
22 Matthew 4:12-23
23 Ephesians 5:6-14
24 Philippians 2:12-18
25 Luke 1:67-79
26 Micah 6:1-8
27 Psalm 15
28 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
29 Matthew 5:1-12
30 Philemon 1:1-25
31 James 5:1-6
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IN MEMORY
William (Bill) Linder-Scholer 

December 6, 2022

The Meisel Committee is pleased to announce the first Meisel Scholar of 2023, 
Sarah Christiansen. Sarah is a recent graduate of St. Olaf College, where she 
studied English, Women and Gender Studies, and Race and Ethnic Studies. 
Sarah has an interest in counseling and social work and will spend the first 
few months of the year in Cape Town, South Africa, participating in a program 
through VACorps. This program is specifically designed for young adults who 
have just completed their undergraduate education and who are preparing 
for master’s level education. In Sarah’s own words, “I am passionate about 
working with children and adolescents and learning how to make mental health 
resources available to those who are underprivileged or underrepresented.” This 
professional internship experience will allow Sarah to reflect on her learning 
and vocational discernment, while also preparing for future studies. She will be 
mentored by Westminster member Tim Jones.

First 2023 Meisel Scholar Announced 
by Meghan Gage-Finn, Executive Associate Pastor

mailto:mgage-finn%40wpc-mpls.org?subject=
mailto:mgage-finn%40wpc-mpls.org?subject=
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New Opportunities for Learning  
in the New Year 
by Margaret O. Fox, Associate Pastor for Adult Ministries

January brings new opportunities for learning and connection at Westminster! 

Adult Education: This January, Adult Education will feature the All-Church Book 
Read. Our novel is Geraldine Brooks’ Horse, and Sarah Henrich (a familiar face at 
Westminster!) will return as our guest speaker, to lead us in an exploration of the 
role of race and racism in the history of art. On Martin Luther King, Jr., weekend, our 
Sunday adult learning offering will be a joint endeavor with Social Justice Forum, 
led by Paul Williams of Project for Pride in Living. 

Adult Ministries: Westminster will offer plenty of additional opportunities to gath-
er, learn, and grow through Adult Ministries. WOW (Westminster on Wednesdays, 
a women’s group) returns to their regular 9:30am meeting time on Wednesdays, 
starting January 11. Third Age on January 25 will feature a guest speaker Richard 
Leider, who will talk about “the path of personal aging.” In addition, ongoing young 
adult and LGBTQ+ groups will continue to meet.

Third Age Forum: The Path of Purposeful Aging 
by Andy Peterson, Third Age Committee Member 

Wednesday, January 25 | 11am - 12:30pm | Westminster Hall and Livestream 
Register on Realm to attend ($5 donation suggested for lunch)

Richard Leider joins us to share his knowledge and insight regarding purposeful aging. In his latest book, Who Do You Want  
to Be When You Grow Old?: The Path of Purposeful Aging, Leider tackles what it takes to find enduring meaning in life. He 
emphasizes that purpose is central to human existence and fundamental to health, healing, happiness, and longevity. Living 
purposefully means combining our gifts, passions, and values into a sense of calling—leading to action in the world, in service 
of a greater good. We all want to feel that our lives matter. Purpose is a felt sense that our lives, do indeed, matter.

Leider is a best-selling author, coach, and keynote speaker with appearances in all 50 states and throughout the world  
(richardleider.com). He is regularly featured on PBS television and NPR and has written 11 books, including three best sellers 
translated into 20 languages. He is ranked by Forbes as one of the “Top 5” most respected coaches and has worked with more 
than 100,000 leaders from over 100 organizations including AARP, Mayo Clinic, and the U.S. Department of State.
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up woodwork details of the original 
architecture and change the acous-
tics,” said Hart-Andersen. “After 15 
years, it is time to restore the chapel 
to its original architectural design and 
acoustic quality.”

The project will also include updating 
the electrical wiring and lighting in 
the space to make it more energy 
efficient, and adding livestreaming 
capabilities. Cameras will be installed 
in the back of the chapel and one 
on the side in the front to capture 
worship in the space for an online 
audience. The project is estimated 
to take about three to four months to 
complete.

In addition to the chapel renovation 
project, a 10% biblical tithe of the 
Enduring Hope campaign will go 
toward a mission component. Most 
of the $30 million campaign goal 
will be used to retire Westminster’s 
debt. Paying off the debt will enable 
Westminster to grow and continue to 
thrive for the next 100 years. Please 
consider making a financial commit-
ment to support the campaign today 
by pledging online through Realm.

https://onrealm.org/westminstermpls/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=ZGMxNTMwZWQtZjc1Ni00NDc4LWJjMzQtYWY2NjAxNGVjNzk4
https://onrealm.org/westminstermpls/-/form/pledge/enduringhope
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Director of Youth Ministries Joins in Person 
by Alexandra Jacob, Associate Pastor for Families, Youth, and Children

On January 1, we will officially welcome Olivia King, our Director of Youth Ministries, as she joins the Westminster staff for 
full-time, in-person ministry! Olivia has spent the last semester working part-time from New Jersey, where she was finishing 
her Master of Divinity at Princeton Theological Seminary. It will be a joy to have her in our midst as we continue through the 
youth group year.

Our youth have gotten to know Olivia this fall through Zoom as she co-taught Confirmation, appeared from time to time  
in youth group, and helped to begin planning our summer 2023 Service Learning Trips (formerly Mission Trips). Olivia also 
attended our Sr. High Fall Retreat in person in November, and we loved getting to experience her energy and enthusiasm  
as she led us in games, worship, and fellowship. 

Save the Dates for 
Family Fellowship  
by Marie Kruskop, Coordinator of 
Early Childhood & Family Ministries

Pencil in these dates for Family, 
Youth, and Children (FYC)  
fellowship events, still in the 

planning stages. Look for more details 
in the FYC Thursday email as the 
dates get closer. Families with kids of 
any and all ages are invited! 
 
Lunar New Year Celebration
Saturday, January 21 
TBD/Afternoon | Fellowship Hall
Join us as we welcome in the Lunar 
New Year, the Year of the Rabbit.
 
“Games and Goodies” Potluck
Sunday, February 5 
11:30am- 1:30pm | Fellowship Hall 
In anticipation of the “Big Game” 
bring along your favorite board or 
card game to play with others and 
bring a Game Day goody to share –  
a sweet, savory, or crunchy munchy.
 
3rd Annual Bake-Off
Saturday, March 11 
9am & 11:30am | Zoom
What will this year’s common 
ingredient be? It’s still a mystery!  
Stay tuned for more info.

The children of Westminster enjoyed experiencing the Advent and Christmas seasons by 
participating in our annual Christmas pageant, leading in worship on Christmas Eve, and 
learning about this joyful season in Church School and Children’s Church. In this photograph, 
children are appreciating the beautiful art of the season.

On November 11, families gathered at Wood Lake Nature Center for an evening of food and 
fellowship, service and story time. Nearly 20 children’s books and sets of pajamas were for the 
Pajama Program. Many thanks to Greta Wicker for helping organize this event.
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Chamber Choir 
to Cuba  
by Amanda Weber, Director  
of Worship and the Arts

The Westminster Chamber 
Choir has been invited by the 
Presbyterian Church in Cuba 
to embark on a tour of the 
island from January 28 to 
February 6. We will join Nachito 
Herrera, Cuban jazz pianist and 
Westminster member, to perform 
in worship and concerts in 
Havana and Matanzas. The trip 
will include: joining Nachito on 
stage at the International Jazz 
Festival of Havana, singing at First 
Presbyterian Church in Havana, 
and singing at the seminary 
in Matanzas in worship at 
Westminster’s partner church, El 
Redentor. Our choir is hard at work 
learning repertoire and brushing 
up on our Spanish! We are grateful 
that Keith Kopatz, Westminster’s 
A/V Coordinator, will join to 
document the trip. If you would 
like to provide financial support for 
this trip, you may do so Realm, by 
donating to “Music Fund.”

Bowling with 
the Men’s 
Ministry 
by David Tsai Shinn, Associate 
Pastor for Congregational Care

The Psalmist writes, “How very 
good and pleasant it is when 
kindred live together in unity!” 
(Psalm 133). The Men’s Ministry 
Planning Team has been creating 
opportunities for spiritual unity and 
growth, community building, and 
service. We had an inspiring Fall 
Retreat back in October. 

To kick off the new year, we invite 
all men of the church to join us for 
an afternoon of bowling and fel-
lowship on January 29 at 3:30pm. 
If you are a football fan and the 
Vikings are playing in the confer-
ence championship (crossing our 
fingers), we will bowl and cheer 
at the same time. Contact Todd 
Monson and David Shinn to reserve 
your spot. 

In addition to bowling, we are plan-
ning a volunteer opportunity at the 
Second Harvest Heartland. More 
information to come.

Giving Impact Spotlight: Cuba Partnership  
See how your gifts are supporting Westminster’s global partnership with our siblings in Cuba.

Joint Adult 
Education and 
Social Justice 
Forum   
Sunday, January 15 | 
Westminster Hall 

Westminster will welcome Paul 
Williams, President and Chief 
Executive Officer of Project 
for Pride in Living (PPL), for 
the King Holiday Joint Adult 
Education and Social Justice 
Forum on January 15. PPL is an 
established nonprofit providing 
affordable housing, skill-building 
and career pathways, and finan-
cial education to individuals and 
families who have low incomes. 
In 2022 the Minneapolis/St. Paul 
Business Journal named him as 
one of the most admired CEOs. 
Williams referred to himself 
as a “community builder” and 
described his work as develop-
ing assets and creating bridges 
from disenfranchised communi-
ties to institutions of power.
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Noah’s Ark Landing on Mount Ararat  
by Rodney Allen Schwartz, Director, Westminster Gallery and Archive

Did you know that Noah’s Ark landed on Mount Ararat in what was histori-
cally the kingdom of Armenia? Westminster has a collection of Noah’s 
Arks from many countries on exhibition in the Children’s Library windows. 

A representation of the landing has been missing until now. Westminster mem-
ber Phil Asgian suggested commissioning a woodcarving of Noah’s Ark landing 
on Mt. Ararat (Genesis 8:4) from Minnesota artist Sister Mary Ann Osborne, a 
member of the School Sisters of Notre Dame community in Mankato, MN. This 
commission is a gift in honor of the 20th anniversary of the Westminster Gallery.

Building on Phil’s long-standing connections with St. Sahag’s Armenian 
Apostolic Orthodox Church in St. Paul, an identical wood carving was also 
commissioned to celebrate St. Sahag’s 20th Anniversary on December 10, 2022.  
The Presbyterian Church (USA) has a long-standing mission serving Armenians 
in need in the Middle East through the Jinishian Memorial Program. In 2009, Phil 
traveled across Armenia with a Jinisihian team to observe and report on com-
munity development projects with local partners.

Come and see this wonderful new addition to the Westminster Collection and 
visit the current Westminster Gallery exhibition, the Wonder of Christmas which 
runs through January 8. Coming to the gallery early in January is an exhibition 
featuring the letterpress work of Robyn Awend. Noah’s Ark Landing on Mount Ararat,  

by Mary Ann Osborne, hand-carved linden, 2022

Westminster Performing Arts Series Announces  
Spring Schedule   
by Amanda Weber, Director of Worship and the Arts

Following a successful re-launch of the Westminster Performing Arts Series this fall, we are looking forward to 
three unique and engaging performances in the spring. 

RADICAL LOVE On the evening of Friday, February 10, Westminster Hall will transform into a coffee shop/
bistro-style space, hosting an evening of poetry and music that leans into the theme of Radical Love. Former 
Westminster Artist-in-Residence Joe Davis and founder of the SourceSong Festival, Clara Osowski, will curate 
spoken word artists and vocal-piano duos that delight and challenge the audience on this Valentine’s weekend. 

JULIAN OF NORWICH On Friday, March 24, we will be joined by the Rev. Linda Loving, who will perform in a one-
woman show about female mystic, Julian of Norwich. In this moving one hour, fifteen-minute drama, the life and 
times and writings of Julian come to life, as we celebrate the 650th anniversary of her medieval book, Revelations 
of Divine Love. 

UPTOWN SWING We will close the season in partnership with local dance organization Uptown Swing on Friday, 
May 19. The evening will kick off with a beginner’s swing dance lesson, and then we will be joined by a local all-
star band of musicians who will offer lively jazz and blues tunes as we dance the night away! 

Look for more detailed information, coming soon at westminstermpls.org/WPAS.


