
Worship during 
Advent and 
Christmas
Service of Remembrance
6 pm | December 6 | Chapel

Christmas Festival Sunday 
December 18 | Sanctuary
9 am | Lessons and Carols with 
Christmas Pageant
11 am | Lessons and Carols

Christmas Eve 
December 24 | Sanctuary
4 pm | Family Service 
8 pm & 10 pm | Candlelight Services

Christmas Day
December 25 | Westminster Hall 
10:30 am | Worship

The season of Advent invites us 
into a time of hopefulness as we 
await the coming of the Christ 

child. The gift of this little babe and the 
joy and grace he brings seems beyond 
our wildest imagining – so much so, 
that we experience surprise and delight 
upon hearing a retelling of the story 
each year. The hope of this season 
draws us closer to one another, and we 
will have many opportunities to do just 
that both in and out of worship. 

We begin the season with an Advent 
Welcome Event (November 27), singing 
songs and making Advent wreaths to 
welcome the new church year. The fol-
lowing weekend, we will hear a story of 
hope through the ballet Amahl and the 
Night Visitors at Westminster’s beloved 
Christmas Dinners (December 2-4). On 
December 6, all are invited to attend 
the Service of Remembrance, where 
we will light candles for loved ones 
whom we especially miss this time of 
year. Gathering in the dark and cold of 
this season, we find hope in the solace 
of community. On the fourth Sunday of 
Advent (December 18), we will celebrate 
Christmas Festival Sunday with a 
Service of Lessons and Carols at 9 am 
and 11 am in the Sanctuary. This year, 
the 9 am service will include the chil-
dren’s pageant, while the 11 am service 
will feature a wealth of choral sing-
ing, including the annual carol, What a 
Wonder.

On Christmas Eve, we will revel in 
the birth of hope. Join us for a family-
oriented service at 4 pm led by the 

Rev. Alexandra Jacob, or our traditional 
candlelight services at 8 pm and 10 pm, 
with the Rev. Dr. Tim Hart-Andersen 
preaching. We will gather once again on 
Christmas morning for 10:30 am Sun-
day worship. The Rev. Margaret Fox will 
guide us through a joyful service filled 
with carol-singing in Westminster Hall. 
Come in your comfortable Christmas 
clothing and enjoy hot cocoa during 
this special service. Finally, on Sunday 
evening, Westminster will host Friends 
Eating and Sharing Together (FEAST) – 
an opportunity to extend Christmas joy 
to our neighbors through a shared meal 
and gift. 
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Our Wildest Hope   Fall Town Hall 
Forum Series Ends 
in December  
by Tane Danger, Director, 
Westminster Town Hall Forum 

The Westminster 
Town Hall Forum’s 
Healing Our House 
Divided series 
ends Thursday, 
December 8 with a 
provocative exami-
nation of the root 
causes of conflict. 
Chris Blattman is an internationally 
renowned expert on war and peace-
building. In his new best-selling book 
Why We Fight, Blattman argues that 
violence is in fact not the norm. Plenty 
of groups within countries and across 
borders vehemently disagree or even 
hate one another, but most do not 
break into physical confrontation. 

Blattman designs and tests solutions 
to violence. He looks at mediation and 

by Amanda Weber, Director of Worship and the Arts  

• Campaign update: Thrivent
Loan Paid Off Early (page 2)

• Coat Drive for Magnet and
a socks, hats, and gloves
collection for FEAST (page 7)

• Christmas Joy offering
collected on December 18
(page 8)

Forum continued on page 5.



2 December 2022 |  westminstermpls.org

2023 Stewardship 
Pledge Reminder  
by Kelsey Crouch-Dodson, Director of Stewardship 

“And hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love 
has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
that has been given to us.” (Romans 5:5) 

It’s not too late to pledge your support for 2023! 
The generosity of members like you sustains 
the ministries of Westminster. As many of the 

church’s programs are resuming in-person activities, 
your support matters. More than 70% of the annual 
budget comes from pledges; every gift makes a 
difference. If you have not done so already, consider 
making a pledge online or by mailing in your pledge 
card. 

With $16.5 million already committed in the Enduring 
Hope campaign, in December Westminster will 
pay off the loan from Thrivent more than a year 

ahead of schedule.

“The early generosity of Westminster 
members toward the Enduring Hope 
campaign is very encouraging,” said Senior 
Pastor Tim Hart-Andersen. “Not only do 
we have more than half of the $30 million 
goal committed, but we have also received 
early cash payments on pledges that allow 
us to use the money immediately to begin 
paying off debt, saving the church as much 
as possible.” 

At the start of Enduring Hope, Westminster 
owed approximately $26.5 million, includ-
ing interest, as part of the original loan 
package to fund the new addition to the church completed 
in 2018. During the Open Doors Open Futures campaign, 
Westminster agreed to raise funds for 75% of the expansion 
project and to take out loans for the remaining 25%. The 
Open Doors Open Futures campaign raised $65 million, and 
the Enduring Hope campaign will retire Westminster’s debts, 
securing a strong financial future. 

There are two lenders: a 20-year mortgage with the 
Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program (PILP), part of 
the PCUSA commitment to help congregations; and Thrivent 

Financial. Both lenders offer favorable 
interest rates and reinvest Westminster’s 
payments into ministry and mission. 
Westminster’s goal was to repay the Thrivent 
loan by January 2024 when a $12 million 
balloon payment was due. With the money 
already received through Enduring Hope, 
Westminster repaid the loan more than a 
year early.  

“Westminster’s short-term debt is gone,” said 
Hart-Andersen. “Now we owe approximately 
$16 million on our mortgage with PILP and 
we are going to work to pay that off early as 
well.” 

In addition to debt retirement, a 10% biblical tithe of the 
Enduring Hope campaign will go toward a mission compo-
nent and $500,000 will fund the chapel renovation project. 
Please consider making a financial commitment to support 
the campaign today by pledging online through Realm.

Enduring Hope Update: Thrivent Loan Paid Off Early 
by Suzanne McInroy, Director of Communications



Dear friends,

As the season of Advent opens, Christians the world 
over turn toward the Star of Bethlehem. What does it 
portend? The answer depends on where we stand as we 
peer heavenward for a sign of the coming Christ Child.

For biblical scholars, it means the finale of an ancient 
prophetic expectation of a Messiah. For theologians it 
means the Incarnation of God – the very Creator of all 
that is, taking human form. For mystics it means the 
Word becoming flesh and dwelling among us. For people 
living in places of violence or oppression, it means dar-
ing to strive for peace with justice.

For Starbucks it means pouring their brew into holiday-themed cups. For retailers 
it means seasonal workers and a crush of shoppers. For cities and towns, it means 
hauling out the annual decorations and fixing them to light poles up and down the 
streets. 

For Westminster it means Christmas Dinners (Amahl and the Night Visitors again 
this year!) and pageant rehearsal, worship planning and choral preparation to offer 
beautiful music of the season, including What a Wonder (on December 18!). It means 
readying the building to welcome visitors to worship and community events.

For children this season means sensing the wonder of a time when dark nights are 
lit, songs are sung, and joy is in the air. One grandparent told me they asked their 
three-year old grandchild what Christmas was. The response came with a wide-eyed 
look of great anticipation: “It’s when we decorate trees and give gifts.” 

What does the Star of Bethlehem portend for you?

I’m with that three-year old. Advent invites us to prepare for something so wonder-
ful we can hardly imagine it. We can only hope for it and then celebrate it with gifts 
that express our love. It’s the Magi-approach to the season: long anticipation and 
active waiting, culminating in gift-giving and new direction in life.

Our theme in worship this Advent and Christmas will center on Hope. No matter our 
perspective on this time of year, for “people walking in darkness,” our hope for the 
coming Christ child carries us forward. We move into the night, trusting the dawn 
will come, and with it, a new day.  There is no better time than Advent and Christ-
mas to renew commitment to a community bound together by shared hope.

See you in church – and invite someone to join you!

Grace and peace,

P.S. Join Kenny Vigne and me for mid-week Advent worship – candlelight, music, 
and quiet – in Westminster Hall at 6 pm on December Wednesdays.
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Advent Welcome Event 
November 27 | 11:30 am-1 pm | Westminster Hall 
Head to Westminster Hall after the 10:30 worship service for an informal, intergen-
erational event to welcome the Advent season! Enjoy cookies and cider, participate 
in a collaborative art project, sing carols, and take home an Advent wreath kit to 
help “deck the halls” in your own home. If you’d like to take home a wreath kit, please 
prepay via Realm.

The Bible Then and Now: The Messiah 
Mondays, November 28 - December 12 | 7-8:30 pm   
Join Scholar for Adult Education Matt Skinner for a new installment of The Bible 
Then and Now during Advent to explore the ways we speak about Jesus as the 
“Messiah” sent by God. Each session will begin with a presentation, followed by 
questions from participants. The final half hour will consist of informal small-group 
conversations, for those who choose to participate. Please register in advance on 
Realm or by emailing Matt Skinner (mskinner@wpc-mpls.org). For more informa-
tion, visit the website. 

Service of Remembrance 
December 6 | 6 pm | Chapel  
Westminster invites everyone who has experienced loss during the past year to 
attend the annual Service of Remembrance worship and dinner. The candlelight 
service is at 6 pm in the Chapel. We will be cradled with the soothing and comfort-
ing music, poetry, and the simple act of remembering our loved ones. Afterward, we 
gather for a simple dinner for conversation and sharing. Come and join us. Contact 
Deb Wagner to attend.

All-Church Book Read
The All Church Book Read for 2023 is Horse by Geraldine Brooks. Small group  
discussions will be on January 8 and January 22 with a speaker scheduled for 
January 29. Book sales will continue after worship on Sundays through December.

WPC Happenings Daily Phone
DEVOTIONS

612.332.7087
December
1 Isaiah 11:1-10
2 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
3 Romans 15:4-13
4 Matthew 3:1-12
5 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12
6 Psalm 21
7 Matthew 12:33-37
8 Isaiah 35:1-10
9 Luke 1:46b-55
10 James 5:7-10
11 Matthew 11:2-11
12 Psalm 42
13 Jude 17-25
14 Matthew 8:14-17, 28-34
15 Isaiah 7:10-16
16 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
17 Romans 1:1-7 
18 Matthew 1:18-25
19 1 Samuel 2:1-10
20 Galatians 4:21-5:1
21 Matthew 1:1-17
22 Isaiah 9:2-7
23 Psalm 96
24 Titus 2:11-14  
25 Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 
26 Psalm 148
27 1 John 5:1-12
28 Matthew 18:1-14
29 Isaiah 63:7-9
30 Psalm 148
31 Hebrews 2:10-18
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2022  
IN MEMORY

Devin Alexis Pendergrast 
August 04

Norma Serumgard 
September 24

Doug Hedberg 
November 1

Sandra Berthene 
November 9

As College-age students return to the Twin Cities and Westminster for the 
holiday break, it is a great chance to reconnect with church friends and 
leaders. Mark your calendars for these gatherings and if you have other ideas, 
please let me know: mgage-finn@wpc-mpls.org! 

Saturday, December 17 
Annual White Elephant Christmas Party, 7 pm (Hardy Home)
Thursday, December 22 | Lunch, Noon (meet at Westminster)
Thursday, January 5 | Coffee, 1:30 pm (meet at Westminster)
Wednesday, January 11 | Worship at Westminster and Dinner at Brit’s, 6 pm

Christmas Break Gatherings for 
College-Age Students 
by Meghan Gage-Finn, Executive Associate Pastor
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Third Age Winter Forums 
Save the Dates! 
by Sue Kolar, Third Age Committee Chair

With so many activities during the holidays, Third Age won’t have a forum in 
December. We do have some very exciting programs scheduled for this winter 
though!

January 25 | 11 am | Westminster Hall 
The Path Of Purposeful Aging 

World-renowned keynote speaker and author, Richard Leider, will join us to dis-
cuss The Path Of Purposeful Aging. Based on his engaging and provocative book, 
Who Do You Want to Be When You Grow Old?: The Path of Purposeful Aging, Leider 
tackles what it takes to find enduring meaning and purpose in life. Purpose is not 
a luxury, it is fundamental to health, healing, happiness, and longevity. Aging pur-
posefully means to live with a clear sense of who we are and why. It means com-
bining our gifts, passions, and values into a sense of calling—leading to 
purposeful action in the world, in service of a greater good. We all want to feel 
that our lives matter. Purpose is a felt sense that our lives do indeed matter. 

February 8 | 11 am | Westminster Hall 
Bible Stories and What They Mean To Us 

Join us for an entertaining look at Bible stories with the Rev. Margaret Fox. Find 
out how Bible teaching has changed from generation to generation. Join us for 
this interactive, non-threatening look at stories from the Bible. Whether you know 
nothing about the Bible or read it daily, there is something here for everyone. 

in post-conflict societies and ways 
that cities can tackle gang violence. 
He has worked in Colombia, Liberia, 
Uganda, and Ethiopia. His work has 
been widely covered by The New York 
Times, The Washington Post, The Wall 
Street Journal, Financial Times, and 
NPR.

At the Town Hall Forum, Blattman will 
outline what we can learn by studying 
the rare instances when conflict wins 
over compromise. He will explain how 
peacemakers can succeed with real-
world interventions based on proven 
economic and psychological research. 
Copies of Why We Fight will be on sale 
at the Forum and Blattman will sign 
them after the Forum. 

Doors open December 8 at 11 am 
with music before the Forum begin-
ning at 11:30 am with a performance 
by the Ukrainian Village Band. 
Blattman speaks at noon. A free 
Breads & Spreads reception will follow.  

MPR Broadcasts 
of Fall Forums
The Westminster Town Hall fall 
Forums will broadcast on Minnesota 
Public Radio the week of December 5. 
One will air each day at noon. 

Monday, December 5 
Jonathan Reckford of Habitat for 
Humanity

Tuesday, December 6 
Lisa Pruitt on the Urban-Rural Rift

Wednesday, December 7 
A Conversation with Eric Holder

Thursday, December 8 
A live broadcast of Chris Blattman’s 
talk on Why We Fight

Meisel Scholar Sunday 
by Meghan Gage-Finn, Executive Associate Pastor

On January 8, we will have the opportunity to hear from Westminster’s two 
2022 Meisel Scholars, Olivia Bruhn and Libby Hall. Olivia spent a month over 
the summer with our partners in Bethlehem, Palestine, teaching and learn-
ing alongside the students at Dar al-Kalima (DAK) University. Olivia sup-
ported a summer dance program and helped create a social media campaign 
for portions of the DAK community. Libby Hall spent the summer in Wash-
ington, D.C., taking classes and pursuing an internship in public policy and 
analysis with Freedom Works. Both Olivia and Libby have returned to their 
respective campuses for their senior years in college and are continuing to 
put into practice what they learned and experienced as Meisel Scholars. 

During both worship services on January 8, Libby and Olivia will speak about 
their Meisel projects and they will spend time with Westminster’s youth 
during Education Hour. All are invited to a lunch and panel discussion in the 
Meisel Room at 11:45 am to hear more from Libby and Olivia. Young people 
who are considering applying for a 2023 Meisel Scholar experience (appli-
cations for consideration for summer are due March 15) are encouraged to 
attend. If you would like to know more about the Meisel Scholar program, 
please reach out to me at mgage-finn@wpc-mpls.org.

Forum continued from cover.
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Taking Stock this Advent Season 
by Alexandra Jacob, Associate Pastor for Families, Youth, and Children

One of my very favorite parts of the work week is arriving at my 
office on Monday mornings and taking stock of all the items I’ve 
strewn across the office over the course of the previous Sunday. 
Water-stained baptism liturgies; children’s books smudged with little 

fingerprints; robe and stole resting atop leftover bagels from youth group. Soon, 
the character of these items will subtly shift to reveal the new season: Advent. 
I’ll have a homemade Advent wreath on my desk, pageant costumes on the 
floor, and the stole draped over my office chair will finally be blue. The joy and 
excitement of Advent in the Families, Youth, and Children world!

I hope that you and your loved ones will find entry points to this holy season 
of expectation through the many FYC events happening in these weeks before 
Christmas. A big shift for us this year is that the annual Christmas Pageant will 
happen as part of Christmas Festival Sunday, during the 9 am worship service 
in the sanctuary on December 18. We will still hold a family-friendly Christmas 
Eve service at 4 pm, but it will not include a full pageant. Blessings to you as you 
hold space for the hope to which Advent invites each of us.

Wednesday 
Nights at 
Westminster 
by Sonja Dziekciowski,  
Director of Children’s Ministries

Have you come on a 
Wednesday night with your 
family yet? If not, I invite 

you to drop in when you are able. As 
one parent said, “It’s tough getting 
everyone loaded into the car to make 
it downtown, but it’s so worth it. I 
know Laura Lee is making dinner for 
me, and I don’t have to cook.”

There’s nothing quite like arriving to 
one of Laura Lee’s famous meals like 
Grilled Cheese or Lasagna night with 
dairy-free and gluten-free options. 
Suggested donations are $10 per 
adult, $7 or less per child, and $25 
for a family.  There is space down in 
Fellowship Hall for kids to play while 
caregivers chat with other adults, 
including choir members and others 
attending the service that night. 
Dinner is served from 5:15-6:45 pm. 

My children love arriving before 
dinner to play in the Recreation 
Room, which is open starting at 4 pm 
on Wednesdays. At 6 pm, I join the 
Cherub rehearsal with my daughter 
for some drums, movement activities 
with scarves, and joyful singing with 
Brad Ollmann, Director of Early and 
Middle Childhood Music. The joy 
and fun that he infuses into choir 
time is impossible to resist. Seraphim 
rehearse with Brad at 6:30 and 
Choristers rehearse with Joe Trucano, 
Organist and Ensemble Director, at 
6:30 pm. 

I love Wednesday nights because it 
gives me a chance to connect with 
Westminster members for longer 
amounts of relaxed community time. 
Come check it out!

FYC Advent
Senior High Youth:  
Hanging of the Greens
November 26 | 10-11:30 am | Church

Advent Welcome
November 27 | Following 10:30 
service | Westminster Hall

Junior High Christmas Party
December 11 | 6-8 pm 
Recreation Room

Senior High and College-Aged 
Christmas Party
December 17 | 7-9 pm  
Hardy’s home

Christmas Pageant 
December 18 | 9 am Worship 
Sanctuary

Family-Friendly Christmas  
Eve Service 
December 24 | 4 pm | Sanctuary

Thirty high schoolers and adult leaders spent a wonderful retreat weekend at Clearwater Forest 
in November, enjoying the leadership of our new Director of Youth Ministries, Olivia King!
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With Gratitude for Eliza Conrad   
by Marie Kruskop, Coordinator of Early Childhood & Family Ministries

Eliza Conrad has served as Chair of Families, Youth, and Children’s Early 
Childhood Ministries Team for the past four years, most of that time during the 
pandemic, and is now stepping down. As mother to three children who used the 
Nursery (they now range in age from 5 – 10), Eliza recognized the importance of 
this time in the life of young children and their families. She brought her love of 
children and her deep desire to ensure that even the youngest among us begin 
learning of God’s love and the stories of our faith, right from the start! She looked 
for opportunities for parents and caregivers of these young ones to build and 
strengthen their own church community, right alongside their little ones. We are 
grateful for the passion, quiet energy, and support she brought to this ministry 
area. Thank you, Eliza!

Meal Ministry Update  
by Megan MacFarlane and Sarah Hardy, Westminster members

Westminster’s Meal Ministry Program began in November 2018 with the 
goal of caring for Westminster community members with nourishment and 
support during times of change or difficulty. Since the start of 2021, we have 
provided 11 families with around 90 meals. Meals vary from home-cooked, to 
personally delivered take out, to meal service gift cards. Our recipients range 
from families welcoming new babies to congregants undergoing surgery, or 
some other hardship where meal support would offer a bit of respite. 

Kayla and Lincoln Hughes have been on the receiving end of two Westminster 
meal trains. Kayla recalls, “We were the fortunate recipients of WPC’s meal 
ministry after the birth of both of our babies. Having the WPC community 
support us in such a practical way made a difference as we entered parent-
hood with one, and then again with two little ones!” If your family or someone 
you know may benefit from receiving a set of meals, please contact the Rev. 
Dr. David Tsai Shinn (dshinn@wpc-mpls.org) or the Rev. Alexandra Jacob 
(ajacob@wpc-mpls.org). If you’d like to be a part of our growing list of meal 
providers, we would love to have you join us! Please email the team at west-
minstermealministry@gmail.com.

Socks, Hats, and Gloves for FEAST Guests  
by Susan Gilmore, Hunger Ministry Team 

During the pandemic Westminster’s Hunger Ministry Team continued to offer a community meal, Friends Eating and Sharing 
Together (FEAST), the fourth Sunday of the month in partnership with Plymouth Congregational Church. As the holidays 
approach we want to offer FEAST guests new socks, hats, and gloves. Our goal is to have 300 items so each guest can 

pick two items of their choice. Bring your donations to the church beginning Sunday, November 27, and leave them in the boxes 
decorated with Christmas paper found next to the Groveland Food Shelf boxes. There is one located by the chapel and two near the 
church entrance doors from the parking ramps. We will collect items through Christmas Sunday, December 25. 

Most of guests are men so look for socks and gloves in large or extra-large sizes. For our female guests, most appreciate a large 
size in both socks and gloves. Cotton, wool, or a wool blend are requested for socks. Thank you so much for your donations! 

Share the 
Warmth Coat 
Drive     
by Angelique Kingsbury, 
Coordinator of the Magnet 
Senior Center  

Now more than ever, 
Minnesota seniors are 
counting on acts of kind-

ness from their neighbors to make 
it through the winter season. 
The Magnet Senior Center at 
Westminster will collect coats for 
older adults in need. Coats are dis-
tributed throughout the Twin Cities 
and seven-county metro areas via 
the Gifts for Seniors organization 
(giftsforseniors.org). New and gen-
tly used coats are needed for men 
and women in all sizes. We are also 
collecting new warm winter items 
such as hats, gloves, and scarves. 
Look for our coat drive table after 
Sunday service on December 4, 11, 
and 18 between 9:30 am and 12:30 
pm. Volunteers will be available in 
Westminster Commons to collect 
your gift of warmth. If you would 
like to donate outside of Sunday 
morning hours, please get in touch 
with me to arrange a time rather 
than simply leaving donations at 
the church. Contact 612-332-3421, 
x211, or akingsbury@wpc-mpls.
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The Wonder of Christmas 
Exhibition Opens  
by Rodney Allen Schwartz, Director, Westminster Gallery and Archive

It is difficult to imagine what it was like for Mary and Joseph as they ventured to 
Bethlehem to participate in the census and experience the humble birth of Jesus. 
We anticipate this birth through the days and weeks of Advent, a time of waiting and 

preparation with wonder-filled hearts and minds.

This year’s Advent and Christmas exhibition takes 
us on a visual journey beginning with the little 
prophet in Isaiah foretelling the coming of the savior, 
Mary’s encounter with the angel Gabriel, all of the 
subsequent events including the birth, adoration of 
the shepherds, and also of the wise men, and ending 
with the baptism of Jesus.

The exhibition will also feature a selection of 
artworks of the Madonna and Child and Mother and 
Child from the Westminster Collection. Artists have 
depicted this intimate maternal relationship through 
the centuries as a way to convey the glory of Jesus 
as both God and human. The Wonder of Christmas 
opens November 27 and runs through January 8.

Madonna in Gold, by Saincilus Ismael, oil on canvas, 
1980s, Haiti

Christmas Joy: Our Hope, Our Trust    
by Alanna Simone Tyler, Associate Pastor for Justice and Mission 

For you, O Lord, are our hope, our trust…from our youth. (Psalm 71:5)

Annually during Advent, Westminster joins congregations of the 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A. (PCUSA) in supporting the Christmas Joy 
Offering. Our gifts are one of the ways we embrace God’s trustworthiness 

as described in Psalm 71:5. Our gifts allow the PCUSA to respond to the hopes 
and needs of current, emerging, and past leaders.

The PCUSA divides this offering equally between the Assistance Program of the 
PCUSA Board of Pensions (BOP) and Presbyterian-related educational institu-
tions. Gifts received in 2021 enabled the BOP to provide housing supplements 
to help more than 227 people remain in their homes, afford assisted living, or 
continue in long-term care. The BOP also offers emergency assistance to church 
workers struggling to respond to unforeseen financial challenges. 

Our gifts will allow the PCUSA to continue funding scholarships as emerging 
leaders complete their studies at the Menaul School, Presbyterian Pan American 
School, and Stillman College. We will receive the Christmas Joy Offering on 
Sunday, December 18. Thank you for your gifts to support current and emerging 
leaders and those who have faithfully served God’s people.

An Environmentally-
friendly Christmas
by Doug VanValkenburg, Member,  
Eco-Justice Ministry Team 

(With advice this good, we decided to re-
publish Doug’s December 2021 article!)

1. Decorate a live, potted tree with 
paper, wood, and glass ornaments 
instead of plastic. 

2. Don’t travel so far. Spend time 
with far-flung family and friends 
via Zoom rather than in person. 

3. Buy local! Every time a package is 
delivered to your door there is an 
impact on the environment—the 
packaging; the energy required 
to get it to you; and the fact that 
many goods come from places 
where working conditions and 
wages are not what they should 
be. 

4. Be creative. Wrap gifts in news-
paper, fabric, cardboard, or a bag 
that you can reuse or recycle rather 
than in single-use wrap. 

5. Reduce gift giving through a 
Secret Santa program so everyone 
gets one desired gift instead of 
many gifts from everyone. 

6. Send seed cards as Christmas 
cards! 

7. Use LED lights. And do not throw 
your Christmas lights in your 
trash! Recycle them at County 
Recycling Centers, Lowe’s, or 
TechDump. 

8. Serve an organic Christmas 
dinner using real plates, silver-
ware and cloth napkins. Avoid 
using single-use plates, cups, and 
utensils. 

9. Have conversations, sing songs, 
and play board games instead of 
watching TV. 

10. Turn down the heat. What do you 
think those favorite (or ugliest) 
Christmas sweaters are for?


