
 

Compelled by God’s call, Westminster’s 
enduring hope is for a sustainable future 
for our church, and justice in our city and 
beyond. That is the bold vision behind a 
new capital 
campaign 
that has 
begun at 
Westmin-
ster—En-
during 
Hope. In 
January 
Session ap-
proved the 
start of a new campaign and in Febru-
ary we were named Co-Chairs with 
Alice Mortenson and Jim and Carmen 
Campbell named Honorary Co-Chairs. 
For the past six months, many lay lead-
ers have volunteered their time and 
talents during the planning and quiet 
phases of the campaign by holding 
listening sessions, creating communi-
cations, and reaching out to potential 
donors. We are all committed to a suc-
cessful second campaign to complete 
the work started 10 years ago with the 
building expansion project.

At that time, the congregation commit-
ted itself to raising most of the build-

ing expansion project’s costs upfront 
through the Open Doors Open Futures 
campaign – which was done through 
extraordinary generosity – and the bal-
ance in a second campaign. The initial 
cost included land acquisition, construc-
tion, and $8 million for a mission com-
ponent supporting affordable housing, 
local and global partners, and young 
adult leadership development.

With the 
physical space 
complete, it is 
time to focus 
on securing 
our financial 
future. The 
goal of the 
Enduring 
Hope cam-
paign is $30 

million, the majority of which will retire 
the debt. Paying off the debt will enable 
Westminster to grow and continue to 
thrive for the next 100 years. Ten per-
cent, or $3 million, of what is raised will 
go toward mission, and $500,000 will 
fund renovations to the chapel. 

Enduring Hope will pave the way for 
Westminster’s vibrant future and 
empower the congregation to continue 
being a telling presence in the city for 
generations to come. Please consider 
making a financial commitment to sup-
port the campaign today by pledging 
online through Realm.
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Enduring Hope: A New Campaign 
Begins at Westminster        

Campaign Details
Debt and Interest: Being debt free 
will allow Westminster to live into the 
future unencumbered and able to 
respond to emerging needs and op-
portunities. This campaign will secure 
a sustainable financial future for the 
church to grow and continue to thrive 
for the next 100 years. 

Mission Component: A 10% biblical 
tithe of the campaign is designated 
for a mission component. A team 
of lay leaders is actively discerning 
options for distributing $3 million 
and at the October meeting Session 
endorsed the vision statement guid-
ing the team’s discernment, “Because 
we hope for a just community, 
Westminster will invest to advance 
racial and social justice.” 

Chapel Improvements: Updating 
the antiquated electrical system will 
reduce the chapel’s energy use and 
be in alignment with Westminster’s 
commitment to be a sustainable 
church. Livestream capacity will be 
installed. The walls will be returned 
to their original design to restore the 
beauty of the chapel and enhance the 
sound quality of the chapel organ, as 
it was originally intended.

by Joan Dayton and Pete Cochrane, Campaign Co-chairs 
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Former U.S. Attorney General Eric 
Holder at November Forum (pg 2)
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Eric Holder Next at the Forum  
by Tane Danger, Westminster Town Hall Forum, Director

 Just two weeks after voters head to the polls, 
the Westminster Town Hall Forum welcomes 
a speaker intimately connected to the rule of 

law and defense of democracy in the United States. 
Former U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder speaks at 
the Westminster Town Hall Forum on November 22. 
This is the third program in the Forum’s fall 2022  
season on Healing Our House Divided. It is co-spon-
sored by the Minneapolis Foundation. 

When President Barack Obama appointed Holder Attorney General in 2009, 
he became the first African American to hold that position. During his 
tenure, he championed hallmark legislation on voting rights, immigration 
law, national security, and same-sex marriage.

Since leaving office, he has continued his pursuit of civil rights. His recently 
released first book, Our Unfinished March: The Violent Past and Imperiled 
Future of the Vote-A History, a Crisis, a Plan, tells the history of the vote in 
America and outlines steps to protect and perfect our democracy. Holder will 
speak about the book, which will be for sale outside the Forum. He will make 
the case that our nation cannot ever heal its divides without a robust and 
representative democracy. 

The Forum begins with a musical performance by legendary Twin Cities 
singer Jearlyn Steele. She is a member of the internationally acclaimed fam-
ily, The Steeles, who have performed from Carnegie Hall to the Super Bowl.
Doors open at 5 pm. Holder’s talk will begin at 6 pm. There will be a cash bar 
at Westminster before and after the talk. A free Breads & Spreads reception 
will follow. The entire program is free to attend in-person at Westminster. 
Details are available on the Forum website: WestminsterForum.org.

The Psalmist writes in Psalm 13:1-2

How long O Lord? Will you forget 
me forever? 

How long will you hide your face 
from me? 

How long must I bear pain in my 
soul, 

And have sorrow in my heart all 
day long? 

In a recent New York Times article, 
author Ellen Berry titled her reflection 
on the recent change of of the psychia-
try diagnostic manual, DSM-5, “How 
Long Should It Take to Grieve?” After 
more than a decade of discussions and 
arguments, the most powerful body of 
psychiatry in the United States added a 
new disorder in March 2022 to its diag-
nostic manual: prolonged grief. 

Prolonged grief affects a narrow slice 
of the population who are debilitated, 
“pining and ruminating a year after a 
loss,” and unable to return to previous 
functions and activities. Grief and loss 
are a universal condition for all of us, 
and our trust in God buttresses us to 
face this grief, and to live with losses. 

On December 6 at 6 pm, we invite 
everyone who has experienced loss 
during the past or prior years to our an-
nual Service of Remembrance worship 
and dinner. The candlelight service is 
at 6 pm. We will be cradled with the 
soothing and comforting music, poetry, 
and the simple act of remembering our 
loved ones. Afterward, we gather for 
a simple dinner for conversation and 
sharing. RSVP to Deb Wagner.

Service of  
Remembrance: 
December 6 
by David Tsai Shinn, Associate Pastor 
for Congregational Care

Our New Controller 
by Nicole Cueno, Senior Director of Operations and Administration 
This September, Margaret Grefig joined the staff at Westminster as 
the new Controller. She brings a variety of accounting and finance 
experience. Most recently, Margaret was a financial analyst for the 
Metropolitan Council’s Environmental Services Division. Prior to the 
Met Council, Margaret worked at the Minneapolis YWCA for 17 years, 
starting in membership and ending as the Finance Manager. In a 
separate role as Accounting Manager, Margaret oversaw accounting 
functions for two major areas, including payroll, revenue, disburse-
ments, and financial statement preparation.
Margaret shared, “I was seeking a role where my love of accounting, reconciliation, and 
10-keys can intersect with my commitment to social justice. I felt right away I had found 
that at Westminster.” Margaret lives in Roseville with her partner Laurel, children Rose 
(10) and James (12), and Bigs (the cat). They enjoy seeking outdoor adventures at home 
and while traveling, family LEGO projects, making and sharing good food and drink with 
friends, and always find themselves in-over-their-heads with house projects. 

http://WestminsterForum.org
mailto:dwagner@wpc-mpls.org


Dear friends,

I find our focus on hope in this season’s stewardship 
program to be precisely what we need at Westminster 
right now – and in the world. Uncertainty abounds. 
Stability eludes us. It is hard to find our footing. We face 
painful divisions around cultural, political, economic, 
and religious issues. Extremism only exacerbates the 
challenges.

The church exists for such a time as this. Our faith and 
commitment to one another can help us find direction. 
At the heart of the Good News we carry into the world 
is our commitment to hope. We trust that greater things are at work among us, that 
the Spirit will move, and God will make a way out of no way.

So, yes, hope. Hope for Today – our 2023 annual stewardship theme – and Enduring 
Hope – the capital campaign focused on tomorrow. 

On Sunday, October 16, the Co-Chairs of the capital campaign made the exciting 
announcement of the dollar amount committed already to Enduring Hope: $16.5 
million! We are well on our way to paying down the debt and freeing this historic 
church for ministry over the next 100 years.

Westminster Presbyterian Church is in ministry for the long haul. For 165 years we 
have faced times of adversity and followed the Spirit’s lead through them – wars at 
home and abroad, economic downturns, major demographic shifts, racial violence, 
upheaval in our city. And those are only external challenges. Internally we have 
endured relocations several times, leadership transitions, and crises of one sort  
or another. 

We have always had in mind those who will come after us. The people of Westmin-
ster who built the sanctuary 125 years ago knew the new building would serve a 
congregation they would never meet. They were right. We can say the same about 
our efforts to expand and open our facility and build parking – the project we 
called Open Doors Open Futures. 

Now we can help carry forward to coming generations the hope we have received 
by making a commitment to Enduring Hope. 

Beth and I have made our pledges to both the capital campaign and the annual 
stewardship program. I invite you to consider generous commitments to these 
hope-filled efforts.

To make a pledge, use the materials sent to each household, go to the website,  
or use Realm. Thank you for your generous support!

Grace and peace,

Clergy & StaffFrom Our Pastor Staff Leadership 
Rev. Dr. Timothy Hart-Andersen, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Meghan K. Gage-Finn,  
 Executive Associate Pastor 
Janice Teliczan, Executive Assistant

Congregational Care 
Rev. David Shinn, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Judy Allen Kim, Parish Associate 
Deb Wagner, Administrative Assistant  
Angelique Kingsbury, Coordinator, Magnet  
   Senior Center

Adult Ministries 
Rev. Margaret Fox, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Matt Skinner, Scholar for Adult Education   
Barbara Mauk, Librarian 
Michael Gold, Ministry Assistant

Justice and Mission 
Rev. Alanna Simone Tyler, Associate Pastor  
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Families, Youth, and Children 
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Sonja Dziekciowski, Director of Children’s Ministries  
Olivia King, Director of Youth Ministries 
Marie Kruskop, Coordinator of Early Childhood &  
    Family Ministries 
Meredith Kramer, Nursery Coordinator

Worship and the Arts 
Dr. Amanda Weber, Director of Worship & the Arts  
Dr. Rodney Allen Schwartz, Director, Gallery  
    & Archive 
Joseph Trucano, Organist & Ensemble Director 
Barbara Prince, Program Facilitator 
Kenny Vigne, Associate Director of Music 
Brad Ollmann, Director of Early Childhood Music
Communications 
Suzanne McInroy, Director of Communications 
Mahin Hamilton, Communications Coordinator

Finance, Administration & Operations 
Nicole Cueno, Sr. Director of Operations  
 & Administration 
Margaret Grefig, Controller  
Truly Tidwell, Accountant and Office Manager 
PJ Eichten, Director of Facilities  
Kevin Kateley, Facilities Team Lead  
Kevin Eveland, Building Hospitality and 
   Safety Manager 
Eeva Savolainen, Event Coordinator  
Jessica Willson, Lead Receptionist 
Gebriela Ayana, Susan Clifford, Donna Draves,  
Faith Einerson, Jamie Kramer  
     Part-time Receptionists 
Keith Kopatz, A/V Coordinator 
Chris Brown, Ernest Brown, John Seagard,  
    Facilities Staff 
Laura Lee Moffett, Kitchen Coordinator/Covid  
     Support

Stewardship 
Kelsey Crouch-Dodson, Director of Stewardship 
Anna Gram, Stewardship Associate

Emeriti 
Rev. Byron Thompson 
Rev. Katherine S. Michael 
Rev. Douglas Mitchell 
Dr. Melanie Ohnstad 

Parish Associates (Volunteer Clergy) 
Rev. Dr. James Brasel, Rev. Denise  
Dunbar-Perkins, Rev. David Liddle,  
Rev. Dr. Margaret McCray

Westminster Camp Ajawah 
ajawah@wpc-mpls.org

Westminster Town Hall Forum
Tane Danger,  Director 
Mary Maurelli, Administrative Assistant
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Information Session on Travel Seminar to Istanbul  
and Greece 
Sunday, October 30 | 11:45 am-12:15 pm | Meisel Room 
Are you interested in more information about the travel seminar planned for May 
2023? Lori Moline of Carrousel Travel will join Matt Skinner and Tim Hart-Andersen 
for a brief presentation on Sunday, October 30. They will also answer any questions 
you have about this opportunity to experience the ancient cultures that influenced 
the development of Christian faith—including the travel details and our educational 
goals. If you are interested in learning more about the travel seminar but are not 
available to attend on the information session, email Matt at mskinner@wpc-mpls.
org. 

Truth and Reparations: Truths That Must Be Faced 
Saturday, November 5 | 10 am – 3 pm | Westminster Sanctuary  
The Minnesota Council of Churches will welcome Michael Emerson, Ph.D., as 
keynote speaker for a daylong event to explore racial justice and difficult truths 
about the faith practiced in Minnesota churches. Participants will be invited to face 
the truths hidden in our own beliefs. Emerson, Head of the Department of Sociology 
at the University of Illinois – Chicago, focuses his research on the intersection of 
religion and race in the United States. Learn more online.

Adult Education’s “Owning Your Theology” series 
Continues 
Adult Education continues to explore the foundational questions of baptism through 
this fall’s “Owning Your Theology” series.  The Revs. Matt Skinner and Margaret Fox 
take turns discussing topics including Sin, Evil, and Jesus as Lord. The class has 
been lively and participatory, and while it flows together as a series, it is designed so 
that each session can stand alone. Join us online or in person, Sunday mornings at 
9:15 in the Recreation Room.

Young Adults Gatherings and Retreat 
Wednesdays | 7 pm | Hunter Room  
WestConnect, the young adults group at Westminster, meets the first and third 
Wednesdays of the month at 7 pm in the Hunter Room, following the Wednesday 
night worship service and dinner. We’re discussing the book We Cry Justice. Also, 
mark your calendars for the WestConnect retreat, November 18-19 at Clearwater 
Forest Retreat Center.

Electing Officers and Officer Training 
New elders and deacons will be elected at a Congregational Meeting on November 
13. Officer Training begins November 20, and will meet in the Thompson Room on 
Sunday mornings at 9 am.  First- and second-terms officers are asked to attend this 
training in theology, polity, and the life of Westminster, which will continue through 
April.

WPC Happenings Daily Phone
DEVOTIONS

612.332.7087
November
1 Psalm 32:1-7 
2 Luke 19:11-27
3 Job 19:23-27a
4 Psalm 17:1-9
5 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17
6 Luke 20:27-38 
7 Psalm 123
8 2 John 1:1-13
9 John 5:19-29
10 Malachi 4:1-2a
11 Psalm 98
12 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
13 Luke 21:5-19 
14 Ephesians 4:25-5:2
15 Psalm 141
16 Matthew 23:37-24:14
17 Jeremiah 23:1-6
18 Psalm 46
19 Colossians 1:11-20
20 Luke 23:33-43
21 Revelation 21:5-8 and/or 21:9-27
22 Revelation 22:8-21
23  Psalm 24
24 Isaiah 2:1-5 
25 Psalm 122
26 Romans 13:11-14
27 Matthew 24:36-44 
28 Romans 6:1-11
29 Hebrews 11:32-40
30 Psalm 124
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2022 DEATHS
Marilyn Larson 

September 12

Frank Birch 
September 14

Lois Leighton 
September 21

Sam Cooke 
September 24

Charles DeVore 
September 24

BIRTH
Solveig Elizabeth Odland 

October 1, 2021

mailto:mskinner@wpc-mpls.org
mailto:mskinner@wpc-mpls.org
http://www.mnchurches.org/what-we-do/truth-and-reparations/white-church-truths-minneapolis
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The Bible Then and Now: The Messiah  
by Matt Skinner, Scholar for Adult Education

Mondays: November 28 - December 12 | 7-8:30 pm | Online, Via Zoom 

Advent is a great time to explore the ways we speak about Jesus as the “Messiah” 
sent by God. Historically Christians have turned to the Bible, especially the writ-
ings of the ancient prophets, for terms, titles, and symbols to describe Jesus’ arrival. 
Think of Handel’s Messiah and its songs about a “wonderful counselor,” a “refiner’s 
fire,” and “good tidings to Zion.” Where does that language come from and how 
does it tell us about Jesus? What did it originally mean for people to anticipate the 
Messiah (or Christ), and how have Christians understood the Old Testament to 
support their claim that Jesus is he? How does this history contribute to our wor-
ship at Christmastime and shape our imagination about what makes Jesus mean-
ingful? Gathering via Zoom, we will explore those questions, infusing our journey 
toward Christmas with more knowledge, heart, wonder, hope, and joy. 

Each session will begin with a presentation, followed by questions from partici-
pants. The final half hour will consist of informal small-group conversations, for 
those who choose to participate. Register in advance, using Realm or by emailing 
me (mskinner@wpc-mpls.org). For more information, visit the Adult Education 
page of Westminster’s website and read about The Bible Then and Now. 

This year’s All-Church Book Read is Horse by 
Geraldine Brooks. The Washington Post book 
review explains the book’s premise: “In 2019, a 
PhD student in Art History rescues an oil painting 
of a racehorse in a pile of discarded stuff on a 
Georgetown sidewalk, and a zoologist finds a 
skeleton marked ‘Horse’ in a Smithsonian attic. In 
1850, an enslaved boy is present at the birth of a 
foal.” Thus begins the newest novel by the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning Brooks. The author describes 
the obsession with horse racing that swept the country in the 1850s and the 
treatment of black grooms and jockeys. We learn of a fascinating role the 
Smithsonian plays in the preservation of bones and the stories they can tell 
us. “Based on the remarkable true story of the record-breaking thoroughbred, 
Lexington, Horse is a novel of art and science, love and obsession, and our 
unfinished reckoning with racism,” reads the book’s publisher description. 

We will have two discussions and a guest speaker on January 8, 22, and 29. 
The books will be for sale Sunday mornings beginning November 13, and cop-
ies will be available in the library. The All-Church Book Read began 20 years ago 
with the intent of expanding the resources used in Adult Education. The book 
choice is usually a work of fiction with subject matter worthy of discussion. The 
committee reads broadly throughout the year and then meets in the summer to 
discuss their selections. We welcome anyone who would like to join us.

All-Church Book Read:  
Horse by Geraldine Brooks  
by Bonnie Melin, Westminster member

Third Age: 
Sounds from the 
50s, 60s, & 70s! 
by Andy Peterson, Third Age 
Committee 

Wednesday, November 9 
11 am-12:30 pm 
Westminster Hall and Livestream

Bring back the memories! Chuck 
Berry, Little Richard, The Beatles, 
The Beach Boys, Joni Mitchell, Bob 
Dylan – all musicians and bands that 
changed the world – and were the 
background of our lives. Join Andrea 
Leap as she examines the musical in-
novations that captured the country’s 
imagination and changed the course 
of American popular music.

Andrea has taught at MacPhail 
Center for Music since 2005 instruct-
ing musically advanced high school 
students and adults, and also works 
as an adjunct professor at the 
University of St. Thomas. Andrea 
has extensive experience including 
performances with the St. Paul 
Chamber Orchestra, The Schubert 
Club, Minnesota Bach Society, 
Michigan Opera, Toledo Opera, 
Skylark Opera, Duluth Festival Opera, 
and Minnesota Historical Society.

She is the recipient of the Jerome 
Foundation Emerging Artist Award 
as well as the Artist Initiative Grants 
from the Minnesota State Arts Board 
for 2017, 2019, 2021, and 2022. She 
holds a Bachelor of Music degree 
from Indiana University (Voice), 
a Bachelor of Arts from Indiana 
University (French), a Master of 
Music from University of Michigan 
(Voice), and matriculated post-gradu-
ate studies in France and Austria.

Register on Realm to attend this 
event. 

mailto:mskinner@wpc-mpls.org
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Stewardship with Westminster’s 
Children and Youth   
by Alexandra Jacob, Associate Pastor for Families, Youth, and Children

In a Confirmation class last spring, the Rev. Alanna Simone Tyler shared with 
our ninth graders Westminster’s Hope for the World statement and visioning 
document. Since that lesson, the five characteristics of the world God hopes 

for—joyful, sustainable, loving, peaceful, and just—have remained with me. No 
one is too young to take part in this vision for the world God desires. Just walk 
through the halls of the church building on a Sunday morning and you’ll see that 
vision enacted! Stop by to wave at children in the Nursery, and you’ll see joy and 
love enacted; listen in to the Chapel at 9:15 and you’ll hear songs and prayers 
about justice and peace; pop into the Youth Room and you’ll hear conversations 
about sustainability and God’s creation. By living into that Hope for the World 
vision, the young people at Westminster can fully take part in the call to faithful 
stewardship of our time, talents, and resources. A few recent stories are below, 
but I encourage you to reach out and learn more about all that’s going on in the 
FYC ministry area!

This fall in Small Hands Big Hearts, our elementary schoolers created signage 
to encourage church members to donate to Groveland Food Shelf as part of our 
annual Trunk-or-Treat event around Halloween. Those young folks stewarded 
their artistic skills in order to facilitate generosity around the community. 

In October, our Sr High Students led a Social Justice Forum to share more about 
their experience in Kentucky this summer on our summer mission trip with 
Appalachia Service Project. They shared about how we cared for our neighbors 
during that trip, but also about how we were convicted to find ways to advocate 
for justice when we returned home.

This fall, our youth heard a roundtable presentation from leaders in 
Westminster’s global partnerships in Cuba, Cameroon, and Palestine. They 
learned about how partnerships across the globe can advance love and justice 
in communities both here and abroad.

FYC Updates
by Marie Kruskop, Coordinator 
of Early Childhood and Family 
Ministries

Moms Group Regroup!  
It is time for Moms Group to regroup 
and be reimagined! What are you, as 
a mom or female caregiver, looking 
for in a group? When, where, and how 
often shall we meet? Is weekly or 
monthly a better fit for your schedule? 
Are you interested in reading a book? A 
devotional? Or simply time for fellow-
ship? Let’s talk! Join me Thursday, 
November 3, at 7 pm in the Bates 
Room. RSVP at mkruskop@wpc-mpls.
org. If you can’t make the meeting, 
send me your thoughts. 

FYC Pajama Party Is Back!  
All are invited Friday, November 11 
at the Wood Lake Nature Center in 
Richfield. Join us in your pjs from 
6:30-8 pm. We will collect new books 
and new pajamas in infant to adult 
sizes to donate to the Pajama Program, 
a non-profit that donates pajamas and 
books to children in need. Consider 
donating your favorite book for children 
aged infant to 18.

We will start the evening with pizza 
followed by exploring the Nature Center, 
and listening to stories around the fire. 
(Suggested donation of $5 per person; 
families capped at $20.) Register for 
this event, including dietary restrictions, 
through Realm by November 9.

Make a Joyful Noise!  
Led by Brad Ollman, who directs our 
Cherub and Seraphim Choirs, Make 
a Joyful Noise is a time of music 
and movement for our wee ones. We 
gather twice a month on Sundays in 
the Nursery at 9:30 am. Mark these 
dates on your calendar! November 13 & 
27, December 4 & 11, January 15 & 29, 
February 5 & 12, March 12 & 26, April 
23 & 30. Caregivers of our wee ones are 
invited to join in the fun– and to make a 
joyful noise! 

Welcome Meredith Kramer!   
by Alexandra Jacob, Associate Pastor for Families, Youth, and Children

We are excited to introduce Meredith Kramer, our new Nursery Coordinator. Meredith 
began her role in mid-October and has hit the ground running working with our 
nursery care team to provide welcoming and safe care for the youngest ones among 
us. Meredith is a birth and postpartum doula, and has a special passion for caring 
for parents experiencing lactation concerns and 
postpartum mental health concerns. She has 
also served previously as part of the nursery staff 
at Mount Olivet Lutheran Church in Southwest 
Minneapolis. We are grateful to have Meredith 
joining the Families, Youth, and Children team and 
are eager to see how her gifts and skills will enrich 
our Nursery program!

mailto:mkruskop@wpc-mpls
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Deep and Abiding Hope   
by Catherine Ahlin-Halverson, Westminster member

SOn Coming Together Sunday this September, I found myself 
overcome as I watched children, youth, and Church School lead-
ers file into the sanctuary and take their places at the front. I 

tried to identify my feelings on the way home, but I could not find the 
words.

I partly felt grief at the loss and challenges children and youth faced 
during the period of physical separation our communities endured. 
And joy in experiencing this early September ritual of togetherness 
and celebration in person, just as we had done every year before the 
pandemic. But I think I primarily felt hope that morning. It was my 

deep and abiding hope for each 
young person to feel God’s love 
this year through caring and 
supportive leaders and peers, 
especially the young people who 
felt disconnected during our 
physical separation.

That hope lives in me – it is 
what brought my husband, 
Mark, and me to Westminster 16 
years ago, and it is the founda-
tion of our decision to raise our 

three children here. We hoped that our children would develop their 
own community of friends and caring adults within the church who 
would help care for and guide them as they grew. We hoped that our 
family would be challenged to find our place in contributing to West-
minster’s pursuit of open doors to all, and social and environmental 
justice. These hopes continue to be realized.

The Westminster community was a lifeline for us during the “at-
home” period of the pandemic, and our commitment to Westminster 
has been renewed as we return to in-person programming. In increas-
ingly challenging times, it can be difficult to feel hopeful, but I do find 
hope in Westminster’s efforts to realize Christ’s radical love for all 
people and our earth. That hope calls my family to pledge our time 
and service, as well as our financial support to Westminster.

College/Graduate Student 
Information  
by Meghan Gage-Finn, Executive Associate Pastor

I contacted families in mid-October seeking updated student information for 
this academic year, and thank you to those who have already responded. If 
I missed someone in your family, please contact me at mgage-finn@wpc-

mpls.org so we can keep our records up to date and maintain contact with 
Westminster’s college and graduate students throughout the year. Thank you!

Fall New Members 
Class
by Meghan Gage-Finn, Executive 
Associate Pastor

November 6, following the 10:30 am wor-
ship service, is the Fall New Members Class. 
Those interested in membership will share in 
lunch and conversation in a gathering co-led 
by myself along with Tim Hart-Andersen. 
We will share stories of our journeys of faith, 
discuss what it means to be Presbyterian, 
and explore the ministries of Westminster, 
specifically. New Members will meet with 
Elders on Session for dinner and worship 
at 6 pm on Thursday, November 17, and will 
be received by the congregation in worship 
at the 10:30 am service on November 20. If 
you are interested in knowing more about 
membership, or know someone who is, I look 
forward to connecting with you at mgage-
finn@wpc-mpls.org! The next New Members 
Class will be held on Sunday, January 29.

Advent and 
Christmas at 
Westminster
Advent Welcome Event
With Advent wreath kits, cider, and special 
cookies
November 27 | 11:30 am 
Westminster Hall

Christmas Festival Sunday
December 18 | Sanctuary
9 am | Lessons and Carols with Christmas 
Pageant
11 am | Lessons and Carols

Christmas Eve 
December 24 | Sanctuary
4 pm | Family Service 
8 pm and 10 pm | Candlelight Services

Christmas Day Worship
December 25 | 10:30 am 
Westminster Hall

Read more in the next Westminster News.
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Westminster Re-Imagining 
Community Safety    
by Gretchen Musicant, Westminster member

Since the murder of George Floyd, there has been an amplified public 
discussion about how we improve our collective public safety. As 
Commissioner of Health in Minneapolis, I had 15 years to explore what a 

“public health approach” to violence entails and how to put that notion into ac-
tion. As with many terms used in our public conversations about public safety, 
there may not be a common understanding of that term. 

 How we talk about and describe 
an issue has a powerful impact on 
the types of actions and solutions 
that seem possible. If we conceive 
of public safety as solely a matter 
for police and the criminal justice 
system, then our ideas for action will 
be limited to that focused policy area. 
On the other hand, if we think of public 
safety more broadly, then the range 
of strategies can encompass more of 
the underlying factors that contribute 
to the risk of violence.

 In 2003 Westminster’s Session 
approved a social justice advocacy policy with the understanding that, “Doing 
justice is an ongoing demand of faith and of scripture.” Additionally, the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) has established a long record of taking stands and 
speaking out on issues related to justice in society. Earlier this year the Social 
Justice Ministry Team (SJMT) recommended and the Faith in Action Council 
approved Westminster establishing a new study group to prayerfully consider 
Re-imagining Community Safety. SJMT recommended framing the scope of 
the study group to include reforming policing, preventing violence, and develop-
ing emergency service response alternatives. 

From previous experience with developing advocacy statements and policies, 
SJMT recognizes the need to generously allocate time for thoughtful discern-
ment. Along with discernment, the study group will seek out high-quality 
experiential learning as it is critically important to our understanding of the 
issues. Additionally, Westminster will seize opportunities to deepen relation-
ships with trusted community partners so that when violence overcomes our 
neighbors, we are among those who show up and offer a timely witness of our 
hope for a better world.

SJMT invites those interested in supporting this effort to email act@wpc-mpls.
org. As we seek to balance the study group, we may not include everyone that 
expresses an interest, but we will make sure that everyone with an interest is 
connected with opportunities to take action and give input to the study group’s 
work. Prayers are welcomed as the study group for re-imagining community 
safety is called together.

Fair Trade Gift 
Fair     
by Alanna Simone Tyler, Associate 
Pastor for Justice and Mission 

Westminster will welcome close to 
one dozen vendors to sell a variety of 
sustainably sourced and fairly exchanged 
goods at the 2022 Fair Trade Gift Fair, 
Sunday, November 20. At Westminster 
we articulate our hope for a just world. In 
a just world, craftspeople and farmers are 
paid well and are therefore empowered 
to preserve their traditions and create 
better lives for their families and their 
communities. Each fair trade purchase 
supports livable wages, skills training, and 
sustainable business development for our 
siblings around the world.

Zatoun is a participating vendor this year 
and will again sell their highly sought-after 
fair trade extra virgin olive oil and za’atar 
(a blend of wild thyme, sumac and roasted 
sesame seeds). According to Zatoun, 
products of the olive tree are the major 
source of income for more than 100,000 
Palestinian families. In producing olive 
oil, referred to as “peace in a bottle,” 
Zatoun seeks for the Palestinians who are 
farmers, press operators, bottlers, carton 
makers and shippers to have the greatest 
economic benefit. The proceeds from 
selling Zatoun products are used to plant 
more olive trees.

Support the Fair Trade Gift Fair and invite 
your family and friends to join you. To 
learn more email act@wpc-mpls.org.

 

mailto:act@wpc-mpls
mailto:act@wpc-mpls.org.


November 2022  |  westminstermpls.org 9

New Acquisition to the Gallery 
by Rodney Allen Schwartz, Director, Westminster Gallery and Archive

Peter Lupori (1918-2014) was on the St. Catherine University art faculty for 45 
years and was a prolific artist in the media of sculpture, pottery, watercolor, and 
ink drawings. He has works in numerous museums and made commissioned 
pieces for churches throughout the region.

Westminster members and 
visitors are familiar with the Seven 
Days of Creation series of glazed 
terra-cotta roundels installed in 
the hallway behind the sanctuary. 
We also have two other commis-
sioned ceramic pieces, a Celtic 
Cross and a scene of A Visit With 
Jesus. His technique for sculpting 
clay and his color palette gives 
his work a distinct style. A bronze 
sculpture of St. Francis and a col-
lection of angel ornaments round 
out our collection of Lupori’s art.

This new accession is an untitled 
abstract cubist painting of Christ 
with a crown of thorns painted 

in 1948. Cubist art is an early 20th century avant-garde movement that broke 
up and reassembled an image to reflect multiple viewpoints. The later, more 
extreme abstract cubist style removes subject matter to create a pattern of flat 
shapes. Lupori takes advantage of this flattened image and hard edges to create 
an angular, geometric design that can be read as a head with pointy thorns. The 
paint colors take us back to the 1940s.

The painting is different than most of Lupori’s art, and is a new, unique addition 
to the Westminster Collection. It can be seen in the hallway connecting the 
sanctuary to the Westminster Gallery.

 

Westminster’s 
Christmas Dinners 
Return!   
After a long pandemic hiatus, we are 
thrilled to re-launch Westminster’s 
beloved tradition of gathering for 
Christmas Dinners! The first week-
end in December, all are invited to 
gather to mingle with appetizers in the 
Westminster Commons, enjoy holiday 
music and fellowship before moving 
into Westminster Hall for a more 
formal, 3-course dinner. 

Through a partnership with the 
Westminster Performing Arts Series, 
our entertainment for the evening 
will be Amahl and the Night Visitors, 
presented by James Sewell Ballet. 
Inspired by the one-act opera by Gian 
Carlo Menotti, this delightful ballet tells 
the story of a little boy with a disability 
and his widowed mother, and their 
life-changing encounter with three 
kings following a star to Bethlehem. 
Its themes of faith, forgiveness, 
healing, and compassion celebrate the 
spirit of Christmas. Join us on Friday, 
December 2, and Saturday, December 
3, or enjoy a matinee performance 
(without a meal or cash bar) following 
worship on Sunday, December 4. 
Tickets and more information is avail-
able at westminstermpls.org/WPAS.

untitled, by Peter Lupori, oil on canvas, 1948

Performing Arts Series: Ten Thousand Things 
by Amanda Weber, Director of Worship and the Arts

Since the series began in 2019, we have been eager to collaborate with local theater company, 
Ten Thousand Things (TTT). TTT is a unique organization, bringing exceptional theater to 
people of all walks of life. With minimal sets, props, and costuming, they are a mobile theater, 
often performing in homeless shelters and prisons. TTT is intentional about inviting a diversity 
of voices into their work. Their upcoming series at Westminster does just that! It is their annual 
project, “Ten Thousand Voices,” in which they collect stories on a particular theme and present 
them through dramatic storytelling. This year’s theme is water, and performances will take place 
in Westminster Hall on November 17 through 20, complete with a social hour with free appetiz-
ers and a cash bar. All shows are free. To reserve a ticket, visit westminstermpls.org/WPAS.
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