
 

“Share with God’s people who are  
in need. Practice hospitality.”  
Romans 12:13 

We begin this “Year of Imagi-
nation” with joy as we come 
together once again as a 

faith community. Westminster offers 
us a place where we can grow in God’s 
love as a faith community, where all are 
welcome. 

As our congregation explores the 
Stewardship theme this fall, Hope for 
Today, we invite you to think about 
where you find hope in your daily lives. 
How does your faith inform and shape 
your hopes? How can we put hope into 
action?  

For the two of us, Westminster—or 
more specifically the Westminster 
community—has been a beacon of 
hope, especially over the past couple 
of years. Together we all make up the 
fabric of Westminster. The daily work of 
the church happens because each of us 
dedicates our time, our talents, and our 
resources. Westminster would not be 
the same without each of its members, 
and you are an important part.  

Joining together, we can imagine a just, 
loving, joyful, sustainable, and peaceful 
world. Our Stewardship commitments 
make these collective imaginings pos-
sible.  

Join us in committing your support of 
Westminster’s ministries and mission. 
We invite you to pledge through Realm 
by Sunday, November 20.

A hymn sung recently says it best: “Let 
us build a house where love can dwell, 
built of hopes and dreams, and visions…. 
Where all are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place.” 
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Hope: A Collective Imagining       Celebrating 
Hope: October 
16  

Join us on Sunday, October 
16, for the launch of 
Westminster’s 2023 Annual 

Stewardship program and Enduring 
Hope capital campaign! All are 
invited to stay after worship to 
celebrate the kickoff of these two 
important efforts. 

The third Sunday of October 
typically marks the beginning of 
Westminster’s Annual Stewardship 
program. This is a time when the 
congregation starts thinking about 
their financial commitment for the 
coming year. Your contributions 
support the expansion and growth 
of the church’s ministry – from 
worship to education to pastoral 
care and mission. In addition to 
an annual pledge, this year the 
congregation will be asked to 
consider a three-year commitment 
to the Enduring Hope campaign. 

After 10:30 am worship on October 
16, you’re invited to learn more 
about how both Stewardship and 
Enduring Hope support the many 
ministries of the church. Walk 
through the new and old spaces 
of the building and discover how 
you can become more involved in 
the life and ministry of the church! 
Enjoy lunch in Westminster Hall and 
learn how to support Westminster’s 
enduring hope to create trans-
formative change in our city and 
beyond, for generations to come.  

by Jane Confer and Leigh Niebuhr, Stewardship Co-Chairs 

• Town Hall Forums for  
October (page 2)

• Speakers announced for  
the Women’s (page 4) and 
Men’s (page 5) Retreats

• Mother-daughter duo for 
Beyond Sunday Connections 
in November (page 7)

• Installation of the Rev. 
Margaret Fox (page 7)
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Two October Speakers at the 
Town Hall Forum  
by Tane Danger, Westminster Town Hall Forum, Director

This October, the Westminster Town Hall Forum kicks off its fall season 
on Healing Our House Divided. Two speakers this month will speak on 
how the concept of “home” can help us bridge divisions. Where we live 

informs our identity. Who can afford to live and work in those places can 
either narrow or broaden our connections to others. 

The first fall speaker on Wednesday, October 5, 
is Jonathan Reckford, chief executive officer of 
Habitat for Humanity International and the former 
executive pastor of Christ Presbyterian Church in 
Edina, Minnesota. His talk, Service, The Antidote to 
Polarization, will address how helping others build a 
home actually helps all of us. The October 5 program 
will begin with a musical performance by the Roe 
Family Singers at 11:30 am. Kim & Quillan Roe have 

made music together for more than 15 years, starting as a tribute to the then-
recently-deceased Johnny & June Carter Cash.

The “rural–urban divide” is synonymous with the 
separation in our politics and culture. On Tuesday, 
October 25, Lisa Pruitt of the University of California 
Davis comes to the Forum to address that division 
from a rural perspective. Her roots in rural America 
go back five generations. She will argue that Metro-
centric political leaders, media, and academics must 
better understand rural communities if we wish to 
heal this divide. The October 25 program will begin 

at 11:30 am with a performance by the Ivalas Quartet. Dedicated to the 
celebration of BIPOC voices, Ivalas seeks to disrupt the classical music world 
by continuously spotlighting BIPOC composers. 

A free Breads & Spreads reception will follow each Forum at 1 pm. The entire 
program is free to attend in-person at Westminster. More details are avail-
able on the Forum website: WestminsterForum.org 

Kevin Eveland, 
Building Hospi-
tality and Safety 
Manager: After 
working in corpo-
rate settings for 
many years, Kevin 
Eveland made a 

career switch in 2010 to working in the 
social services serving, predominantly, 
people with co-occurring disorders in 
sober living programs. Kevin worked 
with adolescents from 2010-2012 and  
has since worked with adults at Every-
day Living and, most recently, Breaking 
Barriers. Kevin’s passion in this work was 
spurred from his establishment of an 
AlaTeen program that grew into Min-
nesota’s largest. Kevin brings unique and 
valuable skills, experience and education 
to this position that will provided essen-
tial support to our facilities and opera-
tions team as well as impact and interact 
with our entire community.

Mary Maurelli, 
Administrative 
Assistant for the 
Town Hall Forum: 
Mary Maurelli 
began serving as 
the Westminster 
Town Hall Forum 

Administrative Assistant in August. She 
comes to Westminster with extensive 
administrative support experience in a 
variety of settings. In a corporate setting, 
Mary worked as an Administrative As-
sistant and Senior Administrative Assis-
tant at Target and Cargill, among other 
businesses. She was also an Executive 
Administrative Assistant in the Gradu-
ate School at University of Minnesota. 
Most recently, Mary worked as an Office 
Administrator at the American Associa-
tion of University Women.

This is a new part-time position to sup-
port the Town Hall Forum Director. 

Welcoming New Staff to Westminster 
by Nicole Cueno, Senior Director of Operations and Administration

Kari Krohmer, 
Interim Nursery 
Coordinator: Kari 
Krohmer graduated 
from the University 
of Mary, Bismarck, 
North Dakota, 
and shortly after 

graduation moved to the Twin Cities 
and began a career in early childhood 
education. Since then, she has served 
as a teacher, an Assistant Director, and 
Director in the Early Childhood setting. 
She most recently spent time behind the 
scenes in the corporate headquarters of 
a preschool. 



Dear friends,

The winds of the Spirit are blowing through Westmin-
ster. We are experiencing renewed life and energy. The 
theme for our 2023 stewardship program captures this 
moment in Westminster’s life: Hope for Today. 

The isolation of the pandemic has lifted (although 
Covid is still with us, having just lived through my first 
personal experience of it recently). In its place we are 
rediscovering the joy of life together – worshipping, 
singing, serving, learning, seeking justice, caring for 
one another, and showing hospitality. This is what God 
imagines for human community.

An event called Celebrating Hope on Sunday, October 16, following the 10:30 
worship will showcase the vibrant, renewed life of Westminster. Celebrating 
Hope will combine a mission and ministry fair with a church-wide indoor 
picnic (no cost) and invitation to serve and support the church we all love.  

Hope for Today. Westminster’s stewardship theme encourages each of us to step 
up in our commitment to generosity. We have much for which to be grateful, 
including church members, lay leaders, and staff who stayed the course through 
these difficult recent years and kept the church active in new ways. Let that 
gratitude now motivate us to give back to God with great joy!

There is a lot in the world these days working against hope. Strong winds of 
discord blow across our nation. Fear and violence lurk close to the surface in 
American life. The very fabric of our democracy seems ready to tear. Disparities 
have burrowed deep into our social and economic life. And the earth groans 
from climate change of our making, creating havoc with nature. 

The world needs communities like Westminster that hold fast to hope in the 
face of forces that would deplete it. Our faith rests on hope. As those who follow 
Jesus, we never lose sight of the possibilities for new life God offers to all. We 
depend on hope; it is what we do, as Christians.

We will all soon be invited to make two financial commitments in support of 
Westminster: Hope for Today will provide resources for the ministry and mis-
sion of our congregation in 2023.  We will hear soon about Enduring Hope for 
tomorrow, the capital campaign to free our church from debt and open the 
future for those winds of the Spirit to continue blowing among this people for 
generations to come.

See you in church!

Grace and peace,
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Kelsey Crouch-Dodson, Director of Stewardship 
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Save the Date: Women’s Fall Retreat 
Saturday, November 5 | 9:30 am -1:30 pm
Plan to join us for our Fall Women’s Retreat! We’ll 
come together for a half-day of reflection, connec-
tion, learning, and fun. It will be a hybrid event—with 
the option to gather in-person at the church or join us 
via Zoom. The Rev. Kathy Michael will be our retreat 
leader, and our theme will be “Imagining New Life 
in the Spirit: Who is God Calling You to Be?” Kathy 
served as Associate Pastor at Westminster for 20 
years until her retirement in 2015. The retreat is a 
wonderful opportunity to get to know each other 
better and meet new friends. Details are still being finalized, but it will be a blend of 
guided study and small group discussions. Register via Realm by Sunday, October 
23. Contact the Rev. Margaret Fox mfox@wpc-mpls.org or Deb Wagner dwagner@ 
wpc-mpls.org if you have questions.

College-Age Ministries 
Westminster’s College-Age young people are settling into fall routines, whether that 
be on campus, in training programs, or in new work endeavors. We are looking to 
update our records for anyone with a new address, especially students who might 
enjoy receiving a care package from the church near finals time! If you have a 
young person in your family with an address change for this fall, please reach out to 
Meghan Gage-Finn at mgage-finn@wpc-mpls.org.

WPC Happenings Daily Phone
DEVOTIONS

612.332.7087
October 
1 2 Timothy 1:1-14
2 Luke 17:5-10 
3 James 1:2-11
4 Psalm 3
5 Mark 11:12-14, 20-24
6 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c
7 Psalm 111
8 2 Timothy 2:8-15
9 Luke 17:11-19 
10 Psalm 61
11 Ephesians 6:10-20
12 Matthew 10:5-15
13 Genesis 32:22-31
14 Psalm 121
15 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
16 Luke 18:1-8 
17 Psalm 57
18 James 5:7-12
19 Luke 22:39-46
20 Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22
21 Psalm 84:1-7
22 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
23 Luke 18:9-14 
24 Psalm 84:8-12
25 1 Peter 5:1-11
26 Matthew 21:28-32
27 Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18
28 Psalm 149
29 Ephesians 1:11-23
30 Luke 6:20-31 
31 1 Corinthians 5:9-13
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DEATHS
Steve Roszell 

August 10, 2022

Kathleen Hoosline 
August 26, 2022

Robert Oliveira 
September 5, 2022

Ethel Black 
September 8, 2022

The Third Age: Be Safe in Cyber Space 
by Sue Kolar, Third Age Committee Chair

Have you ever thought about your safety while reading emails 
or surfing the world wide web? Using the Internet has become 
a convenient way of connecting with friends, family, stores, 

organizations, and even church. Not everyone on the Internet has good 
intentions. There are people who want to steal our money or cause us harm. 
This month Third Age has arranged for a member of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) to help us know how to be safer in cyber space.

Join us October 19 at 11 am in Westminster Hall, as Supervisory Special 
Agent for the Cyber Crime team will give us a background on the FBI, fol-
lowed by a presentation of Cyber Crimes and how to be safe online. Learn 
about email phishing scams, how to avoid being hooked by them, and what 
to do if you do get caught. Discover ways to protect your identity and much 
more. Due to the sensitive nature of the presentation, we will not record 
this forum.

A light lunch will be offered following the presentation. I hope you will 
be able to join us for this special forum. Register on Realm. If you have any 
questions, contact the Rev. Margaret Fox or me, Sue Kolar.

BIRTH
Weston Thomas McKay 

July 9, 2022
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Adult Education this Fall
by Margaret Fox, Associate Pastor for Adult Ministries

This fall’s Adult Education theme, “Owning Your Theology,” asks the question, 
how does what we think about God influence the way we live with others 
in the world? Co-led by the Rev. Dr. Matt Skinner and me, with a few in-

vited guests along the way, the series explores a wide variety of theological topics 
through the lens of four questions from the Presbyterian Book of Order that are 
asked at baptism:

1. Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and
renounce evil and its power in the world?

2. Who is your Lord and Savior?

3. Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love?

4. Will you devote yourself to the church’s teaching and fellowship, to the break-
ing of bread and the prayers?

By turns challenging and comforting, provocative and profound, these questions 
engage some of the most foundational—and controversial—aspects of our faith. 
What does the Bible say? What does the church say? What do you say? Come to 
Adult Ed and find out!

Men’s Fall Retreat Speaker 
Announced 
by David Tsai Shinn, Associate Pastor for Congregational Care

The Men’s Ministry Planning Team is excited to 
share that the Rev. Richard Matson-Daley will 
be our fall retreat speaker on October 28-29 
at the Clearwater Forest Retreat Center in 
Deerwood, Minnesota. (Please note this is an 
updated location from what was announced in 
September’s newsletter.) Following the theme 
of “Imagination” from our senior pastor, we will 
spend time reimagining the future of our men’s 
ministry in our church. We invite you to join 
us for this weekend of fellowship, spiritual growth, and community building. 
Registration will begin in October. Livestream sessions are available for the 
Saturday keynote sessions.

The Rev. Matson-Daley is a fan of science fiction, comic books, the Muppets, 
and any medium that you can use to tell a story. He was born in Trinidad, grew 
up in Jamaica, and came to Minnesota initially to attend Macalester College 
and ended up staying. He was ordained into ministry at Pilgrim Baptist Church, 
and currently serves at The Beloved United Methodist Church where his wife, 
the Rev. Katie Matson-Daley, is planting a new church community. 

Please join us for this wonderful opportunity for connection and growth. For 
more information, please contact me at dshinn@wpc-mpls.org.

The Year 
Ahead for Adult 
Ministries 
by Margaret Fox, Associate 
Pastor for Adult Ministries

It’s exciting to begin my ministry at 
Westminster just as the program 
year begins—and not just any pro-

gram year, but one of momentous 
return. Although I have no “before” 
to compare it to, it’s clear that this 
“after” is a time of welcoming new 
possibility—a true starting over for 
the church.

As Associate Pastor for Adult 
Ministries, my plan for beginning my 
ministry is to get to know yours—to 
participate in your fellowship, study, 
and service so I can learn how you 
do ministry within Westminster’s 
walls and through its open doors. 
I’ll hear your faith stories at Beyond 
Sunday Connections. Alongside the 
Rev. Dr. Matt Skinner, I’ll help you 
explore your theological outlook 
through the Sunday morning Adult 
Education’s “Owning Your Theology” 
series. I’ll learn the legacy of this 
church and its saints through the 
wisdom and experience of the 
Westminster On Wednesdays 
(WOW) bible study. I’ll watch you 
minister to groups in two very differ-
ent, but equally transitional phases 
of life—WestConnect for young 
adults and Third Age for those 
who are 60+.The women’s retreat 
will teach me how you refresh and 
renew, and officer training will show 
me how you learn to lead and serve.

I’m grateful for the opportunity 
to be a part of the team here at 
Westminster, and I can’t wait to get 
to know you and your ministry in the 
year ahead.
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Youth Ministries: Confirmation 
Focus   
by Alexandra Jacob, Associate Pastor for Families, Youth, and Children

Each September, we move through an important moment in the life 
of Westminster’s youth program: Confirmation Sunday and the start 
of a new Confirmation class! Seven of Westminster’s 10th graders 

were confirmed in worship on September 18, and I give thanks for their 
honesty and creativity in sharing statements of faith with the Session and 
congregation as part of that process. Two weeks later, 14 ninth graders 
began a new Confirmation year. We will gather on Wednesday evenings in 
the Youth Room this year for learning and fellowship, and I look forward to 
all that the year will hold!

Nursery Updates
by Marie Kruskop, Coordinator 
of Early Childhood and Family 
Ministries

The Nursery is Open! After two and 
a half years, Westminster’s Nursery 
has reopened! We are thrilled to 
welcome Kari Krohmer who is serving 
as Westminster’s Interim Nursery 
Coordinator, a part-time position, 
through the end of November. Kari 
served as a member of our Nursery 
Reopening Team and offered to step 
in until we hire a permanent Nursery 
Coordinator following an unexpected 
change during our hiring process. 
(Read more about Kari on page 2.)

Nursery Staff and Volunteers Because 
the Nursery was closed for more 
than two years, we have had to start 
from square one regarding staff and 
volunteers. Annie Maley Hapip, our only 
remaining Nursery staff member from 
before the pandemic has agreed to 
help us as we grow a full complement 
of staff and volunteers. We have also 
welcomed back former staff member 
Emma Zapchenk who served in the 
Nursery while a high school student. 
New hires include current high school 
students Prisca Komlan and Bree 
Ramberg. We are still looking for more 
staff members. Contact me if you’re 
interested! 

Finally, Wendy Ott, a member of our 
FYC Council, has been volunteering, 
serving primarily as a greeter and 
welcoming families to the Nursery 
and helping them with our registration 
processes. While we ask parents and 
caregivers to volunteer on a regular 
basis, we also welcome members 
of the congregation to join us in this 
important ministry. If you have an 
interest in serving in the Nursery to 
help care for Westminster’s wee ones, 
please contact me (mkruskop@wpc-
mpls.org).

The new Church School and Children’s Church year is off to a wonderful start! We give thanks 
for the dedicated and creative leadership of Westminster’s Church School teachers and 
children’s ministries leaders.

2022-23 Social Justice Forum Theme  
by Phil Asgian 

We build the Social Justice Forums around a common theme, and this program year, 
our theme is Investing in Each Other’s Future. Through these forums, Westminster 
members will learn about opportunities for engagement and action to ensure all our 
neighbors thrive. Through Forum speakers we will better understand the structures 
and systems that have failed many of our neighbors. We will explore ways we can 
work together to build better outcomes, to respond to Krista Tippett’s charge from 
our opening joint forum, “who will we be for each other?” Join us Sunday mornings  
at 9:15 am in the Meisel Room or livestream. 

mkruskope@wpc-mpls.org
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Beyond Sunday Connec-
tions: Sara Donaldson and 
Lucy Donaldson Snaza  
by Stephanie Svee, Westminster member

Sara Donaldson and Lucy Donaldson Snaza are the featured 
speakers Monday, November 14. The dinner program begins at 
6 pm and concludes at 8:30 pm.

Beyond Sunday Connections (BSC) is a fellowship component of 
Women’s Ministries. Women gather to enjoy relaxed conversation 
during an informal social hour and dinner, coming together in fellow-
ship and to share personal reflections about faith, work, and daily life. 

Sara and her husband Jock 
joined Westminster in 
1987. She serves the church 
as a 3rd grade Sunday 
school teacher, member of 
the prayer committee, Lent-
en booklet development 
team, and lay reader. She 
and Jock raised their three 
children at Westminster-
-Lucy, Sam, who is married 
with a baby and lives in the 
Twin Cities, and William, 
who is in school in New 

York City. Sara is an avid walker, loves puzzles, and attends the opera. 
She also serves on the Board of Managers of The Minnesota State Fair.

Lucy was baptized at Westminster in 1992 and married in the church 
in 2017. She was an active child of Westminster, participating in all 
the choirs and mission trips. She was also a counselor and Summer 
Program Director at Presbyterian Clearwater Forest Camp. She and 
her husband Doug have a three-year-old son, Silas. Lucy is a busy 
stay-at-home mom and a self-described “chicken wrangler” to their 
family’s five chickens. 

You will enjoy listening to this wise, outgoing, and funny duo. The 
cost of the dinner event is $32 and the registration deadline is Mon-
day, October 24. Please register via Realm with payment. If you need 
assistance with the fee, contact Rani Murdoch Zappa, 952-927-8311.

Celebrating the 
Installation of the 
Rev. Margaret Fox  
by Meghan Gage-Finn, Executive 
Associate Pastor

During the 
10:30 
am wor-

ship service on 
Sunday, October 
9, as a community 
we will install the 
Rev. Margaret Fox 
as Westminster’s 
Associate Pastor of Adult Ministries. 
Margaret joined the staff in August, 
and this installation, a service of the 
Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area, 
acknowledges our connectedness 
across the church in shared ministry 
through Margaret’s leadership. It is  
our response to the movement of 
the Spirit in her life and in the life of 
the congregation and Presbytery, 
and we rejoice! There will be a Silver 
Service Reception in Westminster 
Hall during coffee hour where we can 
greet Margaret and members of her 
family, giving thanks to God for all that 
is to come in her pastoral ministry at 
Westminster.

Fall New Members 
Class
by Meghan Gage-Finn, Executive 
Associate Pastor

In the early weeks of fall, there has been 
strong interest from visitors in uniting with 
the congregation in membership and it is 
wonderful hearing their stories! Some have 
been worshipping and participating online 
throughout the pandemic and are finding 
their way into the building for the first time. 
Others are newer to Westminster, but are 
caught up in the energy and imagination of 
the life of the church. By late September, we 

had nearly 20 people signed up for the 
Fall New Members Class, which will be 
held on Sunday, November 6, follow-
ing the 10:30 service. New Members 
will share in lunch and conversation 
together, while learning more about 
Westminster and the PC (USA) in a 

class led by me and Tim Hart-Andersen. 
New Members will be received in 
worship on Sunday, November 20. If you 
have questions or would like to know 
more about the new member process, 
or know someone who would, email me 
at mgage-finn@wpc-mpls.org! 
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Wednesday Evening 
Worship: Shelter in 
the Storm 
by Kenneth Vigne, Associate  
Director of Music

Restless winds blow through our 
lives, and the storms that they carry 
can forcefully change our lives. 

We’ve weathered storms of disease, of 
war, of tragedy, fear, violence, and anger, 
and still the winds blow. Our 30-minute 
meditative Wednesday Evening Worship 
returns this year with a new theme, 
reminding us that trust in Jesus is our 
constant shelter in the storm. We gather 
around scripture, poetry, music, and 
prayers, surrounding a 6-minute quiet 
meditation we call The Great Silence. 

Please join us on Wednesdays at 6 pm 
in Westminster Hall for Silence, Song, 
and Shelter in the Storm. A 10-minute 
meditative prelude will begin at 5:50 pm 
each week. Dinner is also available from 
5:15-6:45 pm in Fellowship Hall. 

Learning Scripture by Heart    
by Sam Bardwell, Artist-in-Residence 

“And the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground.”  
1 Samuel 3:19

Hello wonderful Westminster community, my name 
is Sam Bardwell and I am overjoyed to be serving 
as Artist-in-Residence for the “Year of Imagination.” 
My vocation is rooted in this verse from 1 Samuel. In 
telling God’s story and empowering others to tell it, I 
help to make sure worshipful words do not fall idly to 
the ground but land resoundingly. I am here to help 
you learn scripture by heart. This is one of the ways I 
understand the commandment to “Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart” and as a way we allow God’s 
law to be written on our heart. Knowing a text by heart does not necessarily 
mean memorizing it or fully staging it, but having it written indelibly, for easy 
reference, on your heart—a text, a teaching, a talisman that can be boldly 
proclaimed from the pulpit or reflexively recounted on the playground. If you 
are interested in learning some scripture by heart, if you want to feel more 
empowered as you introduce your children to Bible stories, or if you want to 
address your lifelong fear of public speaking—I would love to connect and 
help make sure your words do not fall to the ground.  

Go Out in Joy, Be Led Forth in Peace     
by Alanna Simone Tyler, Associate Pastor for Justice and Mission 

Through the Peace and Global Witness special offering, Westminster joins with other Presbyterians to share 
Christ’s peace with God’s people everywhere. Leading up to receiving the offering on World Communion 
Sunday, October 2, we are invited to join our Presbyterian siblings in a common prayer inspired by Isaiah 55:12:  

O God, you are our peace.  
As you have gathered us  
   to feast at your table,  
Lead us into this world  
  you love so much with the joy 
  that only you can give. 

The 55th chapter of Isaiah urges us to become witnesses to God’s faithfulness and generosity. Offering gifts for trans-
formative peace-making is part of our joyful response to God’s “deep promise of fidelity,” writes Walter Brueggemann. 

Twenty-five percent of the Peace and Global Witness offering remains with local congregations, 25% is directed to 
mid-councils to support peacemaking in their regions and the remaining 50% is directed to the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency to support peacemaking ministries in the United States and around the world. 

We may give to the Peace and Global Witness Offering through Realm, or the Special Offerings link under the Give 
section of Westminster’s website. Thank you for your past support of this special offering. 
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Celebrating the Westminster 
Gallery at 20 Years 
by Rodney Allen Schwartz, Director, Westminster Gallery and Archive

While it is hard to imagine that the Westminster Gallery is 20 years old, I 
remember each of those exhibition-filled years. We have curated and 
installed approximately six exhibitions per year in the Westminster 

Gallery and many more throughout the church building. There have been off-site 
exhibitions and the loan of art to churches and seminaries has increased the 
visibility of our growing, world-class collection.

Two special exhibitions honor the gallery’s anniversary and are not to be missed. 
The first is Voices from the Water which features colorful sea creatures and 
cartoons. Feltmaker Susan J Sperl creates fantastic sea creatures in her quest 
to educate us about the dangers of plastic waste that fills the oceans. These 
creatures help bring attention to the environmental plight, and the hope for 
recovery, of ocean life.

Several students from PYC Arts and Technology High School in North 
Minneapolis have created cartoons that address water conservation, and their 
project is sponsored by the Mississippi Watershed Management Organization.

The second exhibition is Curator’s Choice, an exhibition without a theme. I 
have chosen a somewhat random assortment of items from the Westminster 
Collection because they might be my favorites, or they might have an interesting 
or amusing story to tell, or just because. Each label offers a hint into my thoughts 
about the various pieces of art. I look forward to conversations about my art 
choices and opinions. These exhibitions run through November 20.

Westminster 
Performing Arts 
Series Presents: 
Mill City String 
Quartet  
Sunday, October 23 \ 1pm 

The Mill City String Quartet (MCSQ)
is a local, all-female string quartet 
that seeks to create exciting and 
diverse concerts for listeners both 
familiar and new to chamber music. 
This program will feature 21st century 
works by Daniel Bernard Roumain, 
Osvaldo Golijov, and Kevin Puts. 
Roumain’s String Quartet No. 4 is a 
musical portrait of acclaimed poet, 
educator, and civil rights activist, Maya 

Angelou. While Angelou’s work often 
confronts matters of race and class, 
Golijov’s Tenebrae is a reflection on 
the lamentations of Jeremiah and 
continued violence in the Middle 
East. Here, Golijov seeks to blend the 
overlapping realities of beauty and pain 
in the modern world. Finally, Kevin Puts’ 
Credo offers vignettes of everyday 
beauty and a prayer of belief and love 
for the universe. 

Tickets are $25 for adults, $10 for 
youth/students, or pay-what-you-can 
at the door. Tickets include free parking 
and appetizers in a social hour preced-
ing the concert. For more information, 
or to purchase tickets, visit westmin-
stermpls.org/WPAS. 

Leafy Sea Dragon, by Susan J Sperl, wet felting, 2016


