
The annual joint Adult Education 
and Social Justice Forum launch-
es the program year on Coming 

Together Sunday, September 11, with 
Peabody Award-winning broadcaster, 
National Humanities Medalist, and 
bestselling author Krista Tippett. 

“Few people in America today are as 
well-positioned as Tippett to offer in-
sight on the state of American culture, 
spirituality, and our life together,” said 
Tim Hart-Andersen, senior pastor. “For 
many years she has combined thought-
ful journalism with theologically 
trained inquiry in profound conversa-
tions and writing about the human 
condition.” 

Tippett speaks at 9:15 am in the sanctu-
ary reflecting on Remaking the World 
Together. The hourlong forum presents 
an opportunity for conversation with 
one of America’s leading thinkers on 
the future of our life together.

The National Public Radio (NPR) jour-
nalist has been on sabbatical working 
on a new book about moral imagina-
tion and the human challenges and 
promise of this young century. The 
topic connects to Westminster’s theme 
this year, The Year of Imagination. 

“Our city and nation, not to mention 
the Christian Church, have lost an ani-
mating imagination that might give us 
hope,” said Hart-Andersen. “In our wor-
ship at Westminster this year, we will 
explore the importance of imagination 
 – theological, moral, prophetic, faithful, 
sacred – to nurture our life together 
through these challenging times. The 
conversation with Krista Tippett will 
help open this season at Westminster.” 

Tippett grew up in a small town in 
Oklahoma, attended Brown University, 
and became a journalist and diplomat 
in Cold War Berlin. She then lived in 
Spain and England before seeking a 
Master of Divinity at Yale University. 
In 2003 she launched Speaking of Faith 
– later called On Being – as a weekly 
NPR show. In 2014, President Obama 
awarded Krista the National Humani-
ties Medal. 

Tippett is also a best-selling author, 
having written three books Becoming 
Wise: An Inquiry into the Mystery and 
Art of Living; Einstein’s God; and Speak-
ing of Faith, a memoir of religion in our 
time.
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On Being Host Krista Tippett to 
Speak on Coming Together Sunday      

Return to 
Community! 
SUNDAYS

• Worship 8:30 and 10:30 am 

• Adult Education 9:15 am  

• Social Justice Forum 9:15 am  

• Church School 9:15 am  

• Nursery 8:15 am - 11:30 am 

WEDNESDAYS 

• Worship 6 pm (resumes 
September 7 with bluegrass 
outdoors) 

• Children & Youth Choirs 5-7 pm 
(resume September 14) 

• Community Dinner 5:15-6:45 pm 
(resumes September 14) 

• Adult Choir 7 pm 
(resumes September 7)

by Suzanne McInroy, Director of Communications 
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Healing Our House Divided at 
the Town Hall Forum This Fall  
by Tane Danger, Westminster Town Hall Forum, Director

We are not hopelessly divided. The rifts in our politics and culture 
are surmountable. We can heal our nation and our world, if we 
choose to do so. These are the messages four intellectually diverse 

speakers will present this fall at the Westminster Town Hall Forum. 

All forums are free and open to all, both in-person and via livestream. A 
musical performance will precede each program and a Breads and Spreads 
reception will follow each forum. Learn more at WestminsterForum.org.

Wednesday, October 5 | Noon 
Service: The Antidote to Polarization 

Jonathan Reckford serves as chief executive officer of 
Habitat for Humanity International. He will speak to 
how service can build community across difference. 

Tuesday, October 25 | Noon 
Mending the Rural-Urban Rift

Lisa Pruitt’s roots in rural America go back five 
generations. As a legal scholar at the University of 
California Davis, she studies how rural and urban 
communities engage the state differently. She will 
argue against conflating rurality with whiteness, 
while seeking a more nuanced understanding of rural 
and working-class whites, especially in the era of 
Trump.

Tuesday, November 22 | 6 pm  
A Conversation with Eric Holder

Eric Holder served as the 82nd and first African 
American Attorney General of the United States. 
Since leaving the Obama administration, he has been 
organizing for voting rights and redistricting. He will 
speak at the Forum with Senior Pastor the Rev. Dr. 
Tim Hart-Andersen about his work and his new book, 
Our Unfinished March: The Violent Past and Imperiled 
Future of the Vote–A History, A Crisis, A Plan.      

Thursday, December 8 | Noon  
Why We Fight: Global Conflict and How to Avert It

Chris Blattman of the University of Chicago is an 
internationally acclaimed expert on violence and 
peacebuilding. He will speak about his new best-
selling book, Why We Fight, which explains the five 
reasons why conflict (rarely) blooms into war, and 
how to interrupt that deadly process.

During the 2018 Open Doors Open  
Futures campaign, $1 million 
raised for mission supported a 
matching grant for the South 
Sudan Education and Peacebuild-
ing Program (SSEPP). South Sudan 
gained its independence in 2011; 
however, years of fighting and 
civil war followed. Today, South 
Sudan churches are still working 
hard for peace and are experienc-
ing growth. As they grow, they 
are reaching out to communi-
ties to talk about reconciliation, 
trauma healing, and the need for 
forgiveness.

SSEPP is one way that the  
Presbyterian Church (USA) con-
nects to this area of need. To 
ensure the impact from the Open 
Doors Open Futures campaign 
continued long past its conclusion 
and to encourage others across 
the PC(USA) to give to South 
Sudan as well, Westminster set up 
a matching gift program. In 2021, 
generous Presbyterians contribut-
ed $38,635 toward these collab-
orative efforts and Westminster 
remained committed to partially 
matching each gift.

Some accomplishments in 2021 
included building new classrooms 
for youth education during the 
day and adult education in the 
evenings, helping 77 girls receive 
scholarships for school, holding 
community dialogues in various 
communities, and welcoming 
more than 160 participants.

Open Doors 
Open Futures in 
South Sudan 
by Suzanne McInroy,  
Director of Communications

WestminsterForum.org


Dear friends,

As summer winds down, I sense the Spirit moving at 
Westminster. This fall promises to be an exciting time 
for our congregation.

On Coming Together Sunday, September 11, we will…

• return to worship at 8:30 in Westminster Hall  
and 10:30 in the sanctuary,

• launch in-person education at 9:15 for children  
of all ages and adults,

• welcome Krista Tippett at 9:15 to discuss  
Remaking the World Together, 

• dedicate the Westminster Bells, and
• enjoy the All-Church Picnic (register on Realm)!

There will be plenty of free parking at the Orchestra Hall ramp (voucher at church).

The other significant change at Westminster this fall: beginning on September 11, 
masks will be welcomed, but not required for all activities, including worship. This 
adjustment of Covid protocols is possible because Hennepin and Ramsey counties 
are not at High Risk, as determined by the CDC.

The careful steps our church has taken over the last two-and-a-half years have 
helped minimize risk. I am grateful to the Responsible Building Use Task Force –  
the group of medical professionals and others with expertise, led by Vince Thomas 
since 2020. They have quietly, effectively, and faithfully guided Westminster 
through the pandemic. Covid is still with us, of course. I encourage you and your 
children to get vaccinated and boosted.

As I do every year, this summer I spent time at Ghost Ranch in northern New 
Mexico preparing for worship. I am eager to share the preaching theme for the 
coming year: Imagination. We Presbyterians can get stuck in the ordered structures 
of rational thinking when it comes to our faith, rather than taking a more creative 
approach in following Jesus. These times demand something more innovative.

This year at Westminster, worship will invite us to fire up our theological  
imagination.

We will return regularly to the question of how our imagination – or the imagina-
tion of God – can figure in our pursuit of faithful living. We will allow our hearts 
and minds to move beyond earthbound, difficult realities to encounter what our 
forebears called the ineffable and what prophets – ancient and modern – have 
deemed possible. We will trust in the profound mystery of the “assurance of things 
hoped for.”

Imagine what God might be up to among us. Imagine how Jesus might want us  
to live with our neighbors. Let’s get started!

See you in church – and invite some friends!

Grace and peace,
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New Employees at Westminster
Eeva Savolainen joined the Westminster staff team as the next Event Coordina-
tor in August. Eeva comes to Westminster from The Singers – MN Choral Artists, 
as the Director of Operations, where she managed The Singers’ annual four-
concert series for 11 years along with all day-to-day operations. Eeva has also 
coordinated other events from house parties to board meetings to festivals. She 
was the Project Coordinator for FinnFest USA in 2012. In 2013, Eeva began as the 
Choir Director at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, a position she will continue to 
hold as she begins her work for Westminster.

Eeva hails from Finland and holds a Master’s of Music Education from Sibelius 
Academy. Additionally, she has completed a Mini MBA program in Nonprofit 
Management through the University of St. Thomas. Eeva is married and has two 
adult children. Her household also includes Lewis the Dog and Oreo the Cat.  

Ernest Brown joined the Westminster Facilities team in a part-time position. 
Ernest previously worked at the University of Minnesota as a lead supervisor  
in the Coffman Union facility. He has lived near Westminster for several years 
and is excited to be joining our staff. “I’ve been at the University of Minnesota  
for about 11 years. A few of my hobbies are reading and taking walks in the park. 
I love spending time with my grandkids. I have three: the youngest is three and  
a half and the oldest is nine, all boys.”

Michael Gold joined Westminster staff in July as the new Administrative  
Assistant for Adult Ministries and Families, Youth, & Children. Michael comes 
to us most recently from the St. Paul Area Synod (ELCA), where he worked in an 
administrative role that will set him up well for his work here at Westminster. 

WPC Happenings Daily Phone
DEVOTIONS

612.332.7087
September 
1 Deuteronomy 30:15-20
2 Psalm 1
3 Philemon 1:1-21
4 Luke 14:25-33
5 Psalm 101
6 1 Timothy 4:6-16
7 Luke 18:18-30
8 Exodus 32:7-14
9 Psalm 51:1-10
10 1 Timothy 1:12-17
11 Luke 15:1-10 
12 Psalm 73
13 2 Peter 3:8-13
14 Luke 22:31-33, 54-62
15 Amos 8:4-7
16 Psalm 113
17 1 Timothy 2:1-7
18 Luke 16:1-13
19 Psalm 12
20 1 Corinthians 9:19-23
21 Luke 20:45-21:4
22 Amos 6:1a, 4-7
23 Psalm 146
24 1 Timothy 6:6-19
25 Luke 1:19-31
26 Psalm 62
27 James 5:1-6
28 Matthew 19:16-22
29 Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
30 Psalm 37:1-9
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DEATHS
Arnie Roos 

August 4, 2022

Patricia Kane 
unknown

Kitty Crosby 
August 2, 2022

The Third Age: Just Imagine! 
by Sue Kolar, Third Age Committee Chair

As summer comes to a close, I’m imagining the exciting events 
planned for this fall, especially for those of us in our Third Age (60+) 
at Westminster. With imagination, in the early stage of the pandemic, 
Third Age was able to host monthly forums on Zoom. Then as the build-
ing reopened, we were able to offer hybrid forums, meeting in person 
and via livestream. This was thanks to the imagination and hard work 
of church leaders and staff!

Join us September 14 at 11 am in the Meisel Room, as Third Age kicks off 
a new and exciting program year with not one, but two talented speak-
ers! Our new Associate Pastor for Adult Ministries the Rev. Margaret Fox 
will start the program by introducing herself to Third Age. Then the Rev. 
Dr. Tim Hart-Andersen will explore Imagination in the Third Age.

I hope you will be able to join us in person for ease in asking questions 
and making comments during Tim’s presentation. Plus, you will have 
the added benefit of joining us for a light lunch and to mingle with 
others. I look forward to seeing you there! Register on Realm.

https://onrealm.org/westminstermpls/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=YzgzMTIyYjMtYWRhZS00M2Q5LTlmYzYtYWVmNjAxNzViMWNj
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Owning Your Theology 
by Matt Skinner, Scholar for Adult Education

Sunday, September 18, Adult Education sessions return to a hybrid format, 
so anyone can participate on Sundays at 9:15 am in person at the church or 
through the Westminster livestream.

This fall we examine what it means to think and live with a theological orientation. 
The ways we ponder God, faith, and religion affect the ways we navigate the world 
every day. Theology isn’t just something for academics and clergy to think about; 
it includes the daily habits that shape our lives and the ways all of us embody our 
beliefs in our homes, relationships, work, and communities. Christians share various 
theological beliefs, but we each “own” them in individual ways. 

Gather with others in Adult Education as we consider how theology animates and 
enlivens our hearts, heads, and hands in the real world. We will explore traditional 
and newer theological ideas and see how they influence the ways we engage the 
big issues of our day such as racial reconciliation, isolation and connection, complex 
family relationships, and caring for creation.

To stay current on the schedule of specific topics and presenters this fall, subscribe  
to the Adult Education Email List and visit the website.

May 18 through May 31, 2023, the Revs. Tim and Beth Hart-Andersen and 
New Testament professor Matt Skinner will lead a travel seminar that will 
visit Istanbul, Thessaloniki, Philippi, Delphi, Athens, Corinth, and other places 
with historic importance for understanding the Bible and how Christians 
have lived out their faith and navigated their relationships with other religious 
communities. 

The group will explore up-close the social and commercial landscape of the 
Eastern Mediterranean world that made it possible and desirable for the first 
generations of Christians to spread their message of good news about Jesus 
relatively quickly. The early church’s geographical expansion brought the 
Christian movement into close contact with other religions and cultural norms. 
It was a time of encounter, definition, confrontation, and adaptation. The faith 
that Christians professed was shaped and refined through their determination 
to stay rooted in their cultural contexts and to be messengers of good news to 
their neighbors. Similar dynamics exist still today. 

A brochure detailing the finalized itinerary and the registration process will 
be available by mid-September. If you wish to have a brochure emailed to 
you as soon as it is prepared, sign up on this short online form or e-mail 
Matt. Registration opens September 19 and is first-come, first-served. The 
preliminary cost estimate is $6,500 per person, which includes travel, lodging 
in four-star hotels, tour guides, gratuities, and most meals. The cost has been 
influenced by inflation and robust demand in the travel industry. This kind of 
travel experience involves significant walking, often on hard or uneven terrain, 
and stairclimbing. There will be space for 30 people from the Westminster 
community.

Explore the Cradles of Christianity

The Bible Then 
and Now 
Inspired Reading: What We 
Look for When Reading the 
Bible 
Six Mondays: September 19 through 
October 24; 7-8:30pm | Via Zoom 

Sign up for a new series of “The 
Bible Then and Now” program 
this fall. It’s a great opportunity to 

explore the Bible and ponder its rel-
evance for our lives. All are welcome, no 
matter the experience or comfort you 
might have with the Bible.  

Gathering online via Zoom, we will 
explore how we read the Bible effectively 
and direct our attention to how we might 
live, think, act, and relate well with 
one another. It has been said that the 
answers we get from reading the Bible 
depend on what questions we bring. 
Some questions are more fruitful than 
others. Some questions better ap-
preciate what the Bible is good for than 
others. What, then, are good questions 
to ask about these ancient texts? What 
stories can they tell us? What can we 
discover when we look at historical 
customs, literary style, differences 
across similar passages, symbolism, 
and our own contemporary concerns? 
By exploring a range of biblical passages 
and books, we will focus on practical 
guidance for how we read in ways that 
are beneficial and that pay attention to 
what kind of book the Bible is. 

Each session will begin with a presenta-
tion by Matt Skinner, Westminster’s 
Scholar for Adult Education, followed by 
him answering questions from partici-
pants. The final half hour will consist 
of informal small-group conversations. 
Register in advance on Realm or by 
emailing Matt. For more information, 
visit the Adult Education page of 
Westminster’s website and read about 
“The Bible Then and Now.”  

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001yKVyJhIEkj63vQmgMQJLCBIVcXGizNPqzapBe3o8R0CQuayyy_Yrcr_j7YbZCX6Gs0bvwJbgYPY3uFYxeSUROaKzrcq0Asr5axpXw3Y-MfI%3D
https://forms.gle/Tc2JFQsYgT3g2asM6
mskinner@wpc-mpls.org
mskinner@wpc-mpls.org
https://www.westminstermpls.org/grow/adult-learning/adult-ed/
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Youth Group Kickoff  
Dinner  
by Alexandra Jacob, Associate Pastor for Families,  
Youth, and Children

It’s time to start a brand new year of youth group! Students in 
6th-8th grades are invited to take part in junior high activities; 
9th-12th graders are invited to join the senior high activities.

Join us for a Youth Group Kickoff Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 
on September 11 from 5:30-7 pm for all youth and their parents/
caregivers. We’ll share dinner and learn more about what the 
year will look like. 

WestConnect Enjoyed Summer 
and Prepares for Fall 
by Emily Timm, Westminster Member

WestConnect has focused on fellowship around the cities this summer. We 
met up at the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden for a (warm) night with dinner 
and rooftop Mini Golf at the Walker. Additionally, we attended a St. Paul 
Saints game (for a few innings, anyway) prior to a rain postponement. We are 
excited to work with the Rev. Margaret Fox and look forward to meeting more 
regularly for bible study and dinner/fellowship in the fall! Thanks be to God for 
the continued commitment of our Westminster Young Adults!

Milestones for Our Afghan Family 
by Ann Schulze, Kathleen Campbell, and Duane Krohnke, Co-leaders

Since last October, an attentive, 
empathetic Westminster team 
has joyfully assisted a fam-

ily of five refugees from Kabul. Until 
mid-April, the Minnesota Council of 
Churches was our co-sponsor. Our 
assistance to the family has ranged 
widely, from helping the oldest sons 
get jobs, to showing them how to use 
the bus, obtaining groceries, setting 
up and transporting them to doctors’ 
appointments, teaching them about 
budgeting and saving, and enrolling 
the two youngest boys in high school. 

Two generous Westminster members 
have provided dental and vision 
care. On August 1, the team moved 
the family to a larger, sunnier, more 
healthful apartment in Burnsville. To 
everyone’s relief, progress is being 
made in the family’s journey toward 
permanent residency in the USA. The 
oldest son will soon take his behind-
the-wheel drivers test; team members 
have been practice-driving with him. 
Our next goal is to obtain a car for the 
family, so that the oldest sons can 
obtain better jobs without depending 

on rides and so that the family can be 
more independent. We are grateful to 
Westminster’s Faith in Action Council 
for their continued contributions as 
the family establishes their financial 
independence. At each visit, family 
members express their gratitude to the 
team. When they ask us how they can 
ever repay us, our response is simple 
and heartfelt: their friendship is our 
payment and is their gift to us.
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Church School This Fall   
by Sonja Dziekciowski, Director of Children’s Ministries

Families, Youth, and Children (FYC) staff and lay leader team members are 
excited to kick off our first fully in-person Church School year since fall of 
2018! Church School for ages three through 12th grade begins Sunday, 

September 11. We’ll gather in the chapel each Sunday at 9:15 am and then 
move to our age-specific classrooms, finishing up by 10:15 am. See below for 
locations and teachers, and be in touch with Sonja, Marie, or Alexandra with any 
questions. We can’t wait to see you!

3 & 4 year olds - Fellowship Hall 
Teachers: Megan MacFarlane, Greta Wicker, Martha Mitchell, and Carol 
Pietzman

Kindergarten - Room 201 
Teachers: Natalie Tourtelotte, Randy Greene, and Bill Kruskop

1st & 2nd Grade Room 209 & 210 
Teachers: Jacque DeBuse, Wendy Fields, Kay Gableman, Ann Godfrey,  
Tracy Godfrey, and Suzanne Dahm

3rd Grade Room 208 
Teachers: Sara Donaldson, Gisele Taylor, Barb Thomas, and Shaun Jennings

4th & 5th Grade Room 206 
Teachers: Sarah Bjelland, Sue Christiansen, and Joe Huebsch

6th-8th Grade - Garden Room 
Teachers: Todd McIntyre, Charles Helland, and Alexandra Jacob

9th-12th Grade - Youth Room 
Teachers: Summer Reid, Dan Bohnker, and Alexandra Jacob

FYC Caregiver 
Fellowship 
Opportunities
by Marie Kruskop, Coordinator 
of Early Childhood and Family 
Ministries

Caregiver Meet and Greet Take a 
moment to meet other Westminster 
parents and caregivers! Caregivers may 
gather in the 2nd floor Parent Lounge 
after settling kids into their classrooms 
on Sunday, September 11.  

Family Matters Family Matters is for 
parents and caregivers looking to build 
community at Westminster. This fall 
we’ll discuss building strong parent/
caregiver-child relationships. During 
the pandemic, parents and caregivers 
spent a lot of time with their kids and 
no doubt those relationships changed 
in both expected and unexpected ways. 
In what ways were they strengthened 
or challenged? In what ways did they 
grow? Let’s discover how you might 
continue to strengthen those all-
important relationships with your kids 
– pandemic or not. 

Family Matters begins September 18 
following the all-FYC Gathering in the 
Chapel at 9:15. 

Moms Group – Good Enough – 40ish 
Devotionals for a Life of Imperfection 
Moms Group is for moms with children 
of any age, and all are invited to join. We 
provide time and space for conversa-
tion and camaraderie as well as a place 
to be mindful of our own spirituality. 
We meet over Zoom from 10:30 am to 
11:30 am beginning, September 14. 

This fall we will explore the writings of 
Kate Bowler and Jessica Richie in their 
book Good Enough – 40ish Devotionals 
for a Life of Imperfection. From the 
book description: “This book is a 
companion for when you want to stop 
feeling guilty that you’re not living your 
best life now.” Contact Marie Kruskop 
at with questions and for Zoom. 

 

Nursery Update
The Nursery will re-open this month!  
We are in the midst of hiring and 
training new Nursery staff, a process 
that is taking longer than anticipated. 
We will then need to build our  
volunteer base. If you have an interest 
in serving in the Nursery to help care 
for Westminster’s wee ones, please 
contact Marie Kruskop or the Rev. 
Alexandra Jacob. It is our hope that 
the Nursery will re-open this fall in 
time for Coming Together Sunday 
on September 11. We ask for your 
prayers and patience as our  
discernment continues.

mkruskop@wpc-mpls.org
mkruskop@wpc-mpls.org
ajacob@wpc-mpls.org'
ajacob@wpc-mpls.org'


8 September 2022  |  westminstermpls.org

Calling All Westminster 
Women... Beyond Sunday 
Connections is Back! 
by Stephanie Svee, Westminster member

Beyond Sunday Connections launches a new season in October 
and we are back in person for social time and dinner. Abby 
Karels will be the first featured speaker on Monday, October 

10, at 6 p.m. in Westminster Hall (no online option available).

Beyond Sunday Connections (BSC) is a fellowship component of 
Women’s Ministries. Four Monday evenings a year, women gather at 
Westminster to enjoy relaxed conversation during an informal social 

hour and dinner. Fol-
lowing dinner, a West-
minster member or staff 
person shares personal 
reflections about her 
faith. These events are 
open to all women. 

Abby grew up in West-
minster and became a 
member in 1993. She 
served two terms on 
Session and has traveled 
to Palestine and Cam-
eroon with WPC Global 

Partners. She currently serves on the Christian Vocations team. She 
loves to travel, ski, sail, and explore the Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
(BWCA). Abby works at the Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation as the 
Editorial Director of Clinical and Medical Solutions and has 15 years’ 
experience designing curriculum in the international education and 
health care markets. She will speak about faith, mental health, and 
addiction. 

Mark your calendars now for this year’s BSC events. Mother-daughter 
duo Sara Donaldson and Lucy (Donaldson) Snaza will speak on  
November 14; Alice Mortenson will speak on February 27; and  
the Rev. Margaret Fox will speak on April 17.

 As we know, Covid has impacted all areas of life and planning a  
dinner event is no exception. The cost of the dinner is now $32  
and the caterer requires a 15-day pre-payment, which moves our 
registration deadline up to September 19. Please look at your calendar, 
make the decision to attend and register via Realm with payment. If 
you need assistance with the fee, please contact Rani Murdoch Zappa, 
952-927-8311. We look forward to welcoming you  
to a new series of BSC!

Meaning  
Behind the 
Men’s Retreat 
by David Shinn, Associate Pastor 
for Congregational Care

This fall Westminster will again 
host a men’s retreat on October 
28-29 at Mt. Olivet Retreat 

Center as an opportunity for food, 
fellowship, and study. Fellowship 
begins with dinner at 6 pm on Friday, 
and the main program starts at 8 am 
on Saturday. I asked a few members to 
share why going to the men’s retreat is 
meaningful to them.

“I am looking forward to seeing God’s 
hand in creation and communing with 
his created beings. I want to share the 
new things God is working on in me 
and look for others in community on 
this path. I look forward to seeing the 
strength in other men of God challeng-
ing me that I too can step forward to do 
his will in me. I look forward to being 
encouraged by other men’s smiles, 
prayers, and singing.” —John Wrobel

 “I’m looking forward to my first fall 
retreat at Westminster. I’ve been aware 
of the fall retreats for years, but I’ve 
always found an excuse not to go for 
one reason or another. I’ve put the 
excuses aside this year and it will be a 
great opportunity to connect with other 
men at Westminster whether it is your 
first retreat or your tenth.” —Eric Chapin

“Years ago, in a state far away, at a 
men’s retreat like this one, I made 
friends who became like brothers.  
Following the getaway, we continued 
to get together. This group of men and 
wives became the center of our social 
life during the time we lived there. 
Come join the fun this fall! Come make 
a connection and invite a friend if you 
want.” —Todd Monson

https://onrealm.org/westminstermpls/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NDEzYjY0MTMtYjE0Mi00MzBiLWI5MWUtYWVmYjAxNmM4OGQ5
mzappa@comcast.net
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Westminster Gallery Anniversary 
– Save the Date    
by Rodney Allen Schwartz, Director, Westminster Gallery and Archive

Time flies when we are having fun. Can you believe that the Westminster 
Gallery was created in 2002 and that 20 years have already passed? 
Over that time, we have curated and installed nearly 120 exhibitions. We 

have also built a world-class collection of Christian and social justice themed 
art including paintings, prints, sculptures, carvings, textiles, and much more.

Two exhibitions open September 18. Voices from the Water features fascinating 
sea creatures made by feltmaker, Susan J Sperl, and cartoons about water 
conservation drawn by several high school students from north Minneapolis.  
I will also offer a Curators’ Choice exhibition that will share my favorite pieces  
in the Westminster Collection with hints as to why they are included.

A celebratory reception will be held in the Westminster Gallery on Friday, 
September 23, from 5 pm to 7:30 pm, with a brief (and fun) program at 6 
pm. We will also have coffee and special treats in the Gallery after church on 
September 25. Save the Dates!

I recently had the opportunity to travel with a small group of my colleagues, 
curators and collectors of Christian art from across the USA, for a week-long 
intense art history tour of Paris. Visits to the Louvre, the National Modern Art 
Museum at Centre Pompidou, and the Musée d’Orsay stimulated conversa-
tion regarding the development of style as we progressed from the gothic to 
the modern. Tours of historic churches and cathedrals, including Chartres, 
provided fodder for discussions on ecclesiastical architecture and decoration – 
not to mention the many windows.

Sharing Home 
Communion 
Visits
by Sarah Keisling,  
Westminster Deacon

“Westminster is an everlasting bless-
ing to me.” “The older I get, the closer 
to God I move.” These were some 
of the thoughts expressed during 
our home communion visits with 
members this July. Teams of three: 
one clergy (Judy Kim or David Shinn) 
and two deacons (David Hastings 
and I) visited senior members. We 
were welcomed into their homes, 
and members shared what was on 
their minds. Some were mourning 
the loss of a beloved spouse, child, or 
sibling. Spouses fondly remembered 
their first meeting at Westminster. 
Sometimes memories had faded, but 
not when Judy and David appeared, 
who were greeted with delight. All 
followed news of Westminster by 
reading the church mailings and 
watching the service online or on TV.

These July visits mark the revival of 
Home Communion Visits since the 
pandemic began. David Hastings’ 
project to take photographs of elder 
members for Realm helped to get it 
started. As we shared communion, 
we took turns reading the service. 
Gathered in a small circle it was a 
lovely way to celebrate communion.

During one visit a member asked me 
where I had grown up. Staten Island 
I replied, and David Shinn, exclaimed 
– “I served as minister there for three 
years!” We discover new connections 
whether we are visitors or hosts. We 
are grateful to these members who 
have generously shared themselves. 
Long after our visits, memories of 
meeting our members remain on my 
mind. I am grateful to be part of this 
ministry.Cain and Abel, by Alexandre Falguière, etching, France, 1876 Acquired in Paris, 2022
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New Artist-in-
Residence!  
by Amanda Weber,  
Director of Worship and the Arts

Westminster is thrilled to 
welcome Sam Bardwell as 
the Artist-in-Residence for 
the 2022-23 program year. 
Sam is an actor and educa-
tor who has performed on 
stages and in sanctuaries 
across the Twin Cities and 
beyond. He does outreach 
with Shakespeare work 
in prisons and local schools and partners 
with churches to help enliven the reading 
of scripture in worship. Sam holds a Bach-
elor of Fine Art in acting from the Guthrie 
Theater and the University of Minnesota 
and a Master of Arts in New Testament 
from Luther Seminary, where he was Artist-
in-Residence, and is a member of Actors’ 
Equity Association, the Union of Profession-
al Actors and Stage Managers. He lives in 
North Minneapolis with his wife, Martha, 
and two children, Naomi and Will. We look 
forward to getting to know Sam and to the 
ways he will inspire and challenge us dur-
ing this Year of Imagination!

Westminster Ensembles 
by Joseph Trucano, Organist and Ensemble Director

With the program year beginning this month, Westminster’s arts 
staff has been busy getting ready for a full year of art and music! 
We are excited to see returning faces fill the halls, but this time 

of year also presents an excellent opportunity to join an ensemble if you’re 
new. We’ve worked hard to build opportunities to fit varying schedules and 
skill levels because, quite simply, we want you to help create and sustain 
the musical voice of Westminster with us. Below you will find a list of our 
ensembles and their respective leaders. We encourage you to reach out 
to one of us. If you’re not sure where your talents might fit, we are always 
happy to help guide you. We have many wonderful plans for the year and 
hope you will be a part of them. For more information, contact Amanda.

Opportunities for Adults
Westminster Choir Dr. Amanda Weber 
Rehearses Wednesday evenings from 7-8:30 pm. Sings in worship weekly. 
Music-reading skills encouraged.

Westminster Chamber Choir Dr. Amanda Weber 
Project based, for advanced singers. Rehearses on select Sundays from 
11:45 am-12:30 pm. Sings in worship several times throughout the year.

Community Sing Dr. Amanda Weber 
Rehearses and sings on the first Sunday of each month. Rehearsals for 
that day are from 9 -10 am. Open to all levels.

Handbells Joseph Trucano 
Rehearses Tuesday evenings from 6-7 pm. Plays in worship several times 
throughout the year.

Westminster String Ensemble Joseph Trucano 
Project based. Please reach out for more information.

Opportunities for Youth
Youth Choir (Grades 6 – 12) Dr. Amanda Weber
Rehearses Wednesday evenings from 5-6 pm. Sings in worship several 
times throughout the year.
Choristers (Grades 4 – 6) Joseph Trucano
Rehearses Wednesday evenings from 6:30-7:05 pm. Sings in worship 
several times throughout the year.
Seraphim (Grades 1 – 3); Brad Ollmann
Rehearses Wednesday evenings from 6:30 – 6:55 pm. Sings in worship 
several times throughout the year.
Cherubs (Age 3 – Kindergarten); Brad Ollmann
Rehearses Wednesday evenings from 6 – 6:25 pm. Sings in worship on 
occasion.
Recorder Choir Brad Ollmann
Rehearses Sundays from 8:30 – 9:10 am. Plays in worship on occasion.
Youth String Ensemble (Grades 4 – 12); Joseph Trucano
Project based. Please reach out for more information.

Bluegrass Evening 
Prayer Returns
Bluegrass Evening Prayer returns once 
more for Wednesday Worship during the 
month of September. Join us on the Lower 
Plaza at 5:45 pm for a hymn sing-along 
and a brief service at 6 pm. Stay afterward 
for dinner, beginning with a “Coming 
Together Cookout” on September 7, and 
the revival of Wednesday night dinners 
in the Fellowship Hall on the following 
weeks. 

aweber@wpc-mpls


Westminster Performing Arts 
Series Returns

After a two-year hiatus, the Westminster Performing Arts Series (WPAS) 
returns this fall with an engaging season that offers something for everyone! 
From jazz to classical, spoken word to dance, we anticipate these gatherings 

to be filled with the joy of fellowship and artistic inspiration. Notably, WPAS will 
partner with the James Sewell Ballet once again to bring the beloved holiday classic 
Amahl and the Night Visitors to Westminster, this time as the entertainment for 
Westminster’s Christmas Dinners. Parking is free for all shows; don’t miss the social 
hour preceding, which offers free appetizers and a cash bar. We hope to see you for 
each of the following:

Thomasina Petrus and the King’s Quartet, featuring  
SingHers A Cappella Women’s Ensemble
September 23, 7:30 pm 
Tickets available now online, $25 adult/$10 youth & students 
Pay-what-you-can tickets available at the door

Mill City String Quartet 
October 23, 1 pm 
Tickets available now online, $25 adult/$10 youth & students 
Pay-what-you-can tickets available at the door

Ten Thousand Things presents: Ten Thousand Voices: Water 
November 17-19, shows at 7:30 pm; November 20, 4pm 
This show is free, but tickets must be reserved. (Reservations open in October.) 
A freewill donation will be collected.

James Sewell Ballet presents: Amahl and the Night Visitors 
Christmas Dinners: December 2-3, shows at 7 pm 
Tickets coming soon, $45 adult/$20 youth and students 
Matinee (no meal), December 4, 1 pm 
Tickets coming soon, $25 adult/$10 youth & students 
Pay-what-you-can tickets available at the door

For more information, or to volunteer for a show, contact Amanda.
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From the Libraries 
by Barbara Mauk, Westminster 
Librarian 

I have recently returned to pre-Covid 
levels of service in the libraries. I 
am excited about welcoming young 

and old back inside these beautiful 
spaces. Please make yourself at 
home! 

In the Children’s Library we have new 
books to help understand feelings 
and cope with the stresses of our 
everchanging society. There are 
books to share with adults that open 
windows to the uniquenesses among 
our neighbors including ability, gender, 
race and cultural identity. We hope 
that each child entering the library will 
find a book that reflects their reality. 
In addition we have many books with 
just good stories to be shared. Older 
readers will find new novels reflecting 
diverse lives. Look for a refurbishment 
of the classics. New sets of Harry 
Potter, The Chronicles of Narnia by CS 
Lewis and Madeline L’Engle’s series, A 
Wrinkle in Time brighten our shelves. 

In Lowe Library, peruse the Eco-
Justice book cart, curated by the Eco-
Justice Team. The green stickers on 
spines throughout the shelves identify 
books authored by Westminster Town 
Hall Forum speakers. Perhaps read 
one of the books from past All-Church 
Book Reads you have been meaning 
to. Brand new is a tender and honest 
memoir written by Westminster 
member, Tim DelMont, called 
Every Day Dad. Tim was thrust into 
single parenthood when his wife died 
unexpectedly when their children were 
ages five years old and ten weeks old. 

Watch for an electronic catalog iPad 
station to appear in each library. This 
will make it much easier for all to 
access the collections. 

mailto:aweber%40wpc-mpls.org?subject=

