
In order to increase two-way com-
munication between the congrega-
tion and the Campaign Committee, 

we established a campaign Learning 
& Listening subcommittee. This spring 
the team of lay leaders planned and 
facilitated nine Learning & Listening 
(L&L) sessions with 13 Westminster 
audiences, reaching over 100 members, 
staff, and other stakeholders. 

Throughout the various L&L sessions, 
feedback and learnings from the 
congregation coalesced into four main 
areas: 

Mission Mission is the driver. In every 
L&L session there was a strong desire of 
the participants to understand exactly 
how the mission money from the last 
campaign, Open Doors Open Futures, 
was spent and what the outcomes were 
of our external mission partnerships. 
It was clear during our conversations 

that people are eager to understand the 
impact of the $8 million from the first 
campaign and celebrate these efforts. 
For the upcoming campaign, clear and 
consistent communication will aid in 
garnering enthusiasm and increase 
interest in paying off the debt so that 
Westminster can further enhance its 
mission partnership.    

Ministries In addition to Westminster’s 
external mission partnerships, 
there was significant interest in 
the ministry areas that support 
our members and families. There 
were many inspirational stories 
about how “post-Open Doors Open 
Futures” has positively impacted 
people’s individual faith journeys 
and sense of belonging. Further-
more, members were interested 
in hearing how the programs 
and spaces within Westminster 
function as a ministry. Linking the 

upcoming campaign to what is close to 
people’s hearts will help the congrega-
tion become invested in the outcome.   

Debt Since debt-elimination is the 
primary goal of this campaign, people 
want to understand it in great detail. 
While retiring debt might not be the 
most exciting campaign centerpiece, 
shying away from the details might 
have the opposite intended effect. 
Members asked for detailed informa-
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Campaign Learning & Listening:  
An Executive Summary    

Finding Ways to 
Fight Injustices 
A Note from the Rev. Alexandra Jacob: 
This month I’m excited to introduce a 
special submission 
from Sage Ramberg, 
who grew up in 
the FYC program 
and served as a 
youth elder. Read 
below about her 
work to eliminate 
immigration deten-
tion in Washington; 
Westminster is 
supporting similar 
efforts here in 
Minneapolis. In October, the Social 
Justice Forum hosted a discussion 
with Advocates for Human Rights 
about immigration detention and the 
Court Observation Project. You can 
watch a recording online. 
Growing up in Westminster, I quickly 
learned that our community valued 
social justice and would be the perfect 
place for me. I found myself looking 
forward to Sunday mornings at youth 
group when we would dive into topics 

by Tim Hart-Andersen, Senior Pastor, and Kelsey Crouch-Dodson,  
Director of Stewardship

INJUSTICES continued on page 7.

CAMPAIGN continued on page 5.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l43gradRyy4&feature=youtu.be
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Update from the Congregational 
Care Council  
by David Tsai Shinn, Associate Pastor for Congregational Care
“O Lord, in the morning you hear my voice; in the morning I plead my 
case to you and watch.” —Psalm 5:3

In early June, the leader of our Prayer Ministry, Heather Heefner, and I sat 
in the courtyard under the blue sky and gentle breeze of early summer. We 
met that day to discuss the role and function of the prayer ministry of our 
church. 

During our conversation, we recognized the enormous disruption and 
ongoing impact COVID-19 has had on the rhythm and ritual of our lives. 
Personal and public prayer are no exception to this disruption. Prior to the 
pandemic, one of our prayer rhythms was the Prayer Companions who 
met with members in the chapel for a time of prayer after the sanctuary 
service. It was a sacred time of sharing concerns and lifting petitions to our 
loving God. 

I invite all of us to return, if you have not already, to the rhythm of praying. 
Summer is a wonderful time to enjoy the beautiful creation made by God, 
and to settle into an enjoyable book in the garden or by the river or a lake. It 
is also a good time to pause and reflect on God’s endless love for us. 

The Prayer ministry of our church includes the Prayer Companion, as 
named above, as well as the Prayer Partners, which is a group of faithful 
members who receive and pray for your requests in confidence. Together, 
let us lift up our petitions in the morning or at all times of the day to our 
loving God. 

I am excited to introduce Madeline 
Severtson. She began serving 
as the Ministry 

Associate for 
Justice and Mis-
sion on June 1.

Madeline arrives 
at Westminster 
with experiences 
in campus min-
istry, donor rela-
tions, implement-
ing multifaith 
programming, 
administering 
programs for interfaith understand-
ing and grants management.

In introducing herself Madeline 
shared, “During my time in campus 
ministry, one of my favorite things 
was helping students connect their 
religious or spiritual perspectives 
with their aspirations for the world. 
I loved seeing students realize 
that they could bring together their 
religious identity and their social 
justice goals. I know that I find my 
life most fulfilling when my spiritual 
life informs and enriches my public 
life (and vice versa), and I would 
love to support this connection for 
the Westminster congregation.”

The Ministry Assistant for Justice 
and Mission is a new part-time 
position to provide administra-
tive and program support to the 
Associate Pastor for Justice and 
Mission. Please join me in welcom-
ing Madeline.

Introducing  
Madeline  
Severtson  
by Alanna Simone Tyler,  
Associate Pastor for Justice 
and Mission

Power and Joy in Communion  
by David Tsai Shinn, Associate Pastor for Congregational Care

Luke writes in Acts 2:42, “They (the community of believers) devoted them-
selves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
the prayers.” 

Our elders and deacons have attested to the power and joy of bringing com-
munion to our homebound members during the season of Lent and Advent. 
Being with and observing the power of God coming alive in the lives of our 
homebound members has been the shared experience of our leaders. For 
many of our homebound members, these are the only times they receive 
communion in their residential communities or their homes. This act of 
breaking bread and receiving the cup is holy and uplifting for everyone 
involved. Sadly, Covid has disrupted this shared experience and we have not 
been able to offer communion to homebound members since 2020. 

With the help of Deacons Sarah Keisling and Mary Gaulke, we hope to visit 
as many of our homebound members as possible in July and share commu-
nion together again. In addition, Deacon David Hastings has offered to take 
portrait photos of our homebound members during our visits. 



Dear friends,

At a recent meeting Westminster deacons, trustees, and 
elders heard about plans for this fall’s capital campaign. 
The campaign seeks to raise $30 million to retire debt 
from the recent Open Door Open Futures project, support 
new mission, and renew the chapel. 

In several Listening and Learning sessions about the 
campaign a theme emerged. Members are eager for 
information about the impact of the $8 million mission 
component in Open Doors Open Futures. 

One project was the revitalization of Grace-Trinity Church. Westminster invested 
$750,000 in renovating the sanctuary at 28th and Humboldt and in supporting the 
call of the Rev. Daniel Vigilante as the pastor. When he arrived 10 years ago, Grace-
Trinity was on the brink of closing; a decade later, the congregation is thriving. 
They just completed a $2.5 million campaign to renovate the rest of the building.

Daniel has announced that he has accepted a call to a church in New Jersey. While 
we will miss him, we wish him well in his new ministry. Most of all, we say a 
hearty thank you to him for his dynamic, faithful leadership of Grace-Trinity. I 
invited him to say a few words to Westminster.

You will have a chance to say farewell to Daniel on July 27 when he will preach dur-
ing Wednesday Worship at 6 pm. Join us for a celebration and farewell afterwards.

Dear friends,

I’m so grateful for this opportunity to say thank you for 
the incredible generosity that Westminster has shown 
to me and Grace-Trinity over these last 10 years. It’s hard 
to believe how much has changed for this congregation 
as a result of its partnership with Westminster, but the 
transformation has been stunning! Your investment in 
Grace-Trinity has enabled the church to grow in faith, in 
number, and in mission. 

As Tim wrote, I have accepted a call as the Senior Pas-
tor of The Presbyterian Church in Morristown, New Jersey, an historic congrega-
tion where George Washington received communion in the spring of 1777.  It also 
happens to be in my hometown and is the church where my dad was baptized. My 
connections there are deep. 

As for Grace-Trinity, the congregation is in a strong position to continue its growth 
into the future. It has an amazing staff, a beautifully renovated building, a vibrant 
and capable community, and wonderful friends like Westminster. Grace-Trinity 
will surely continue to thrive, in large part thanks to your support over the years. 
We are all so very grateful!   

Clergy & StaffFrom Our Pastor
Staff Leadership 
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Kevin Kateley, Facilities Team Lead  
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Summer Hymn Sing & Potluck 
Sunday, July 17 | 11:30 am | Westminster Hall
Following worship on July 17, we invite you to a Hymn Sing in Westminster Hall! 
Slightly different from previous hymn sings, we will encourage participants to 
look through the Glory to God hymnal to find songs that are “new-to-you,” as we 
discover together some of the hidden gems in this wonderful collection of songs. 
Bring a dish to share! We’ll follow our singing with a good ‘ole church potluck for 
lunch! For more information, contact Amanda (aweber@wpc-mpls.org).

Organ Concert: Movie Music Matinee 
Saturday, July 23 | 4 pm | Sanctuary 
Westminster organists Joe Trucano and Kenneth Vigne, along with guest 
organist Sarah Palmer, will perform a concert featuring well-known movie 
music played on Westminster’s sanctuary organ on Saturday, July 23. This event 
welcomes audiences of all ages and will run for approximately 1 hour and 15 
minutes. Reception featuring movie candy and snacks to follow.

The Summer Issue of Thin Places Now Available 
The summer issue of Thin Places features words from the Iona Hymn used in the 
May 22nd Sunday Service, words that echoed the theme of Tim’s sermon: “Will 
you come and follow me if I but call your name?” In addition, “Absence and Pres-
ence” shares lived experiences that taught that seeming opposites (one negative, 
one positive) are actually integral parts of the spiritual journey. Finally, “Com-
fortable” tells how a chance conversation and this common word led to first 
and then second thoughts about one of the basic tenets of our faith. Copies are 
available online and on the Information Table at church.

WPC Happenings Daily Phone
DEVOTIONS

612.332.7087
July 
1 Psalm 66:1-9  
2 Galatians 6 (1-6), 7-16  
3 Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
4 Psalm 119:73-80  
5 Acts 19:28-41  
6 Luke 10:13-16  
7  Deuteronomy 30:9-14  
8 Psalm 25:1-10  
9 Colossians 1:1-14  
10 Luke 10:25-37  
11 Psalm 25:11-20  
12 1 John 3:11-17                     
13 Matthew 25:31-46  
1 Genesis 18:1-10a  
15 Psalm 15  
16 Colossians 1:15-28  
17 Luke 10:38-41 
18 Psalm 119:97-104  
19 1 John 2:1-6  
20 John 6:41-51  
21 Genesis 18:20-32  
22 Psalm 138  
23 Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19)  
24 Luke 11:1-13 
25  Psalm 55:16:23  
26 Romans 9:30-10:4  
27 Matthew 5:43-48  
28  Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23  
29 Psalm 49:1-12  
30  Colossians 3:1-11 
31 Luke 12:13-21 

Jim Moe 
May 20

J. Robert (Bob) Hanson  
June 2

Ross Brown Erickson 
June 5
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BIRTHS
Charles Robert Morine 

December 30, 2019

Archer Jason DaCosta 
January 25, 2021

Isabella Lucia Donaldson 
August 15, 2021 

Elizabeth Katherine Morine  
January 10, 2022

Ruby Rose Hughes 
May 3, 2022

IN MEMORY 2022

Quest for the Best  
2022: Ice Cream Tour
If you’re out and about in the  
Twin Cities this summer on a  
Tuesday afternoon, you may just 
find the Westminster youth group 
enjoying some ice cream! Tune 
back in at the end of the summer 
for an update on our favorite spot. 
All this ice cream is fueling us 
wonderfully for a full summer  
of youth activities, from Day  
Camp to mission trips. 

mailto:aweber%40wpc-mpls.org?subject=
https://www.westminstermpls.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/ThinPlaces_111.pdf
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Westminster’s Bells in Concert with 
the Minnesota Orchestra 
by Amanda Weber, Director of Worship and the Arts

On Saturday, July 16, the Minnesota Orchestra will celebrate the In-
ternational Day of Music with four stages in and around Orchestra 
Hall, featuring free performances by 20 different artists. The day will 

culminate in an outdoor evening concert on Peavey Plaza at 8 pm, where the 
full orchestra will perform the Great Gate of 
Kiev in a nod to Ukraine – the final movement 
of Modest Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibi-
tion. This piece will feature the bells of five 
downtown churches, all ringing together. We 
will hear bells from Central Lutheran Church, 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral, the Basilica of 
St. Mary, and St. Olaf Catholic Church, in addi-
tion to our own. When Westminster included 
a peal of bells in the design of the Open Doors 
Open Futures campaign, it was a strategic way 
to ring out our telling presence in the city, 
whether in times of celebration, solidarity, 
distress, or remembrance. Don’t miss this sig-
nificant moment, coordinated in large part by 

the organization City of Bells, in which the downtown community can unite 
just as we once hoped and envisioned.

CAMPAIGN continued from front cover. 

We are all familiar with the 
sculptural work of Paul T. 
Granlund. His work is fea-

tured in the Westminster Collection 
and exhibited throughout the building. 
A surprise addition to the collection 
is this figural sketch discovered and 
acquired through a recent, local art 
auction.

Many artists prepare preliminary 
drawings or sketches as part of 
the creative process of making art. 
Granlund did not often use sketches, 
but made small 3-dimentional models 
as his design evolved. These models 
might be modified over time as the 
conceptual becomes the physical. An 

example of this is the pair of bronze 
models for the Birth of Freedom 
located just inside the new Nicollet 
entrance and in sight of the larger 
piece on the Upper Plaza. There you 
can see the change in posture for the 
central figure from a more ordinary 
pose to one of jubilation.

My understanding is that Granlund 
made few sketches. Certainly, 
any artist who works with the hu-
man figure would need a working 
knowledge of both anatomy and the 
manner in which the body arranges 
itself whether at rest or in motion. 
Here through a series of gestural 
lines he suggests the human form in 

a seated pose 
and that it could 
be any gender. 
It is interesting 
that this sketch 
was made in 
1976, the same 
year as the Birth 
of Freedom 
sculpture.

This sketch is the first acquisition 
made with the newly endowed 
Legacy Art Fund, made possible with 
the Legacy Gift of Liz Heller.

Granlund Sketch Added to Collection  
by Rodney Allen Schwartz, Director, Westminster Gallery and Archive

tion so they can understand the pur-
pose of the campaign. In fact, many did 
not know Westminster is carrying debt. 
It will be critical to link debt retirement 
with increased mission partnerships. 
Creating a specific, clear vision of what 
more the church can do once the debt 
is paid off will help direct the discus-
sion toward an energizing and future-
focused goal.  

Chapel Improvements The L&L partici-
pants also asked for more details about 
the Chapel improvements. They wanted 
to know more information about ener-
gy efficiency, acoustical improvements, 
and material restoration. Explaining the 
effects of these updates will help mem-
bers have a more tangible understand-
ing of how these updates will impact 
them, their fellow members, and the 
congregation as a whole.

Figural Sketch, by Paul T. Granlund, 
graphite & colored pencil on paper, 1976
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Our Global 
Partners in 
Cuba 
by Doris Wong & Carla Lewis, 
Cuba Partnership Team

For more than 20 years, 
Westminster has had a 
partnership with people and 

institutions in Cuba, making it our 
longest global partnership. Well 
over 100 Westminster members 
and staff have visited Cuba to 
experience the culture, welcome, 
and resilience of the Cuban people. 
The situation in Cuba remains dire 
due to food shortages, economic 
despair, and political unrest. Yet, as 
of January 1, our partner church, 
El Redentor/Versalles (Versalles) 
in Matanzas has welcomed a new 
pastor, the Rev. Anays Noda and 
her family. They bring a renewed 
energy and new members into the 
church. After building renovation 
and much hard work, our siblings 
at Versalles are eagerly readying 
for visitors from Westminster. 

A group of five Westminster mem-
bers plan to travel in July to revisit 
the seven clean water installations 
Westminster currently sponsors 
and to assess a potential new site, 
anticipating installation later this 
year. A highlight of the trip will 
be a chance to worship in person 
again at Versalles. A congrega-
tional trip is also being planned 
for early 2023 offering a unique 
experience to witness God’s love 
this whole world over. Watch for 
upcoming information this fall 
2022 about how to connect with 
our Cuba partnership.

Westminster at the Loring Park 
Art Festival 
by Suzanne McInroy, Director of Communications

For the second year in a row, Westminster will sponsor a booth at the annual 
Loring Park Art Festival, held July 30 from 10 am to 6 pm and July 31 from 10 
am to 5 pm. For the first time last year, Westminster sponsored a booth at the 
neighborhood art fair as an opportunity to take the church’s telling presence 
into our local community. The Westminster booth included information about 
ministry areas at Westminster, scheduled performances throughout the two-
day event, and provided free “No Justice, No Peace” lawn signs. 

Elder Cathie Fischer and Westminster member Nancy Monroe are helping to 
plan this year’s Westminster booth, along with Associate Director of Music 
Kenneth Vigne and me. We are coordinating members to serve at the booth, 
performances to showcase the Westminster community, and materials to 
provide Westminster information. If you would like to serve, contact me at 
smcinroy@wpc-mpls.org. And if you plan to attend the art festival at the end of 
the month, don’t forget to stop by Westminster’s booth to say, “Hello!”

Church School Seeking Teachers  
by Sonja Dziekciowski, Director of Children’s Ministries

Were you there for our end-of-year Church School celebration after worship 
on May 22? It was a wonderful celebration of all that our Church School 
teachers and youth leaders have done throughout the program year to 
support and encourage Westminster’s children. We continue to give thanks 
for their dedication!

If hearing about Westminster’s wonderful Church School program has led 
you to wonder what it might be like to serve as part of the Church School 
teacher team, we encourage you to be in touch. We are especially seeking 
teachers for the fourth grade team this fall. Let me know (sonja@wpc-mpls.
org) if you’d like to hear more about this opportunity to teach and learn 
alongside Westminster’s wonderful children!

mailto:smcinroy%40wpc-mpls.org?subject=
mailto:sonja%40wpc-mpls.org?subject=
mailto:sonja%40wpc-mpls.org?subject=
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A New Approach to Adult Education 
This Summer: “Faith in the Flesh”    
by Matt Skinner, Scholar for Adult Education 

How do we encounter God through interactions with others, the natural 
world, prayer and other spiritual practices, work, leisure, and contem-
plation? Our upcoming “Faith in the Flesh” series will reflect on how we 

express and experience faith in various aspects of our lives.  

As we continue to adapt to new ways of gathering, learning, and growing 
together, we are trying something different for this weekly opportunity, starting 
Sunday, July 3, and extending through August 21. Every Sunday at 9:15 am, 
online, we will release a video conversation between me and someone from 
Westminster, reflecting on how faith can express itself in our lives.  

Each video will be about 30 minutes long. Join me in the Recreation Room 
on Sunday mornings with others to watch a new video on the big screen. 
Following the video, there we will reflect on it using discussion questions I will 
provide. Those questions will also be available to those who watch online.  

This special summer format aims to allow for some flexibility in people’s 
schedules. If you miss a video on a Sunday morning, you will be able to find 
links to it and to reflection questions in the Adult Education section of the 
church’s website, so you can watch later. 

For more information and to access a new video each week during July and 
August, visit the website. 

Summertime 
Gatherings
by Marie Kruskop, Coordinator of Early 
Childhood and Family Ministries

Mark your calendars, get in touch with 
your friends (from church or otherwise), 
and stay connected at these family-friend-
ly gatherings! Contact me with questions.

Parent/Caregiver Gathering  
Tuesday, July 5 | 3 pm - 4:30 pm 
Lake Harriet’s Bread & Pickle

Parents and caregivers of youth (grades 
6-12) are invited to gather for ice cream 
and fellowship at Bread & Pickle.

Dads Group 
Tuesday, July 5 & Tuesday, August 2  
6:30 pm | Westminster Courtyard 

Dads Group is a time of fellowship and 
a meal for dads with kids of any age. 
Contact Eric Chapin with questions.

Moms “Off the Clock” 
Wednesday, July 13 | 6:30 pm  
Westminster Lower Plaza + a Nearby 
Restaurant (TBD!)

All moms and female caregivers are 
invited! Following the bluegrass service, 
we’ll move to a restaurant for food, fellow-
ship, and fun! RSVP to Marie by July 11.

Family-Friendly Bluegrass Evening 
Prayer 
Wednesdays | 6 pm | Westminster Plaza 

Take part in this family-friendly service. 
Come for the hymn sing at 5:45 and stay 
for the cookout following the service. 
Parking is available in Westminster’s 
garage. 

FYC Families Fellowship - Streetcar 
Trolley Ride & Ice Cream! 
Wednesday, August 10 | 6:30 – 8 pm 
Como-Harriet Streetcar

All families are invited to take a trolley ride 
on the Como-Harriet Streetcar Trolley near 
the west side of Lake Harriet. Then we’ll 
visit Bread & Pickle (near the Bandshell) 
for ice cream or other treats. 

such as environmental racism or ending homelessness. Additionally, each sum-
mer we took mission trips to see first-hand and help communities impacted by 
disparities. I am especially grateful for the trip to Palisade, Minnesota, where we 
learned from indigenous people living alongside the construction of Pipeline 3.

I am continuing my passion for social justice as I study at the University of 
Washington (UM). This past quarter, I was part of a practicum in my Immigrant 
Rights class that assisted a local group called La Resistencia. They work to end 
detention centers and the deportation of immigrants, specifically focusing on 
the Northwest Detention Center (NWDC) in Tacoma, Washington. My class had 
four main objectives: to raise awareness, ask UW libraries to end their database 
contract with an Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) provider, educate 
the public using infographics, and learn more about the use of ankle bracelets on 
immigrants. My class was inspired by Maru, a leading member of La Resistencia 
as well as an immigrant herself. She guided us through our work and taught us 
how we can help in an appropriate and respectful manner.

La Resistencia helps the detainees of the NWDC, by providing them with lawyers, 
money, and a public platform to share the inhumanities inflicted upon them. With 
the work of my peers, we organized a solidarity day in which we drove to the 
NWDC, set up posters and supplies, and voiced our support. We wanted to let 
them know we care, we see them, and we are still fighting. Learn more online. 

INJUSTICES continued on page 5.
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