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Town Hall Forum and Racial
Justice
by Tane Danger, Westminster Town Hall Forum Director

T

his May the Westminster Town
Hall Forum will hold two special evening events focused on
democracy and racial justice. Food and
drinks will be offered before and after
each program.
On Tuesday, May 10, E.J.
Dionne and Miles Rapoport will discuss the case
for universal civic voting.
Dionne is a senior fellow
at the Brookings Institution and a syndicated
columnist for the Washington Post. Rapoport
is a senior fellow at the
Harvard Kennedy School.
He formerly served as
Connecticut’s Secretary
of State.
Conflicts between voter suppression
and voter access are a regular feature
in American politics. In their new book,
Dionne and Rapoport suggest a way of
settling the debate: give every citizen
the right to vote and require them to do
so. The authors will explain why they
think mandatory voting would improve
American politics.
Tuesday, May 10
E.J. Dionne and Miles Rapoport
100% Democracy: Making the Case
for Universal Civic Voting
Music at 5:30 p.m. • Forum 6 p.m.
Co-sponsored by the Minnesota
Humanities Center

On Tuesday, May 24,
journalists Michele
Norris and Yamiche
Alcindor will explore
what has changed in
the two years since the
murder of George Floyd
in Minneapolis. During
this special Westminster
Town Hall Forum,
Norris and Alcindor will
be in conversation about
what they have seen and
covered, and how the racial reckoning
sparked by George Floyd’s death has
impacted culture, politics, and media.
Minnesota native Norris is an opinion
columnist for The Washington Post.
She spent a decade hosting NPR’s
All Things Considered. She is also the
creator of the Peabody Award-winning
initiative, “The Race Card Project.”
Alcindor is anchor and moderator of
PBS’ Washington Week. She’s also a
Washington correspondent for NBC
News. Previously, she was the White
House correspondent for the PBS
NewsHour.
Tuesday, May 24
Michele Norris and Yamiche
Alcindor
The Arc Toward Justice 2022
Music at 5:30 p.m. • Forum 6 p.m.
Co-sponsored by the Minneapolis
Foundation

Revised Covid
Response Plan
On April 21 Westminster’s Session
approved a revised Covid response
plan presented by the Responsible
Building Use Task Force. The task
force recognized that while the
pandemic seems to be improving,
the COVID-19 virus will likely remain
with us long term. Given this reality,
the task force revised Westminster’s
response plan to provide guidelines
for prevention measures based on
infection rates in the area.
The new plan incorporates the
current measures Westminster is
taking to protect children under five
who cannot yet be vaccinated, such
as requiring masks during worship.
After the approval of a vaccination
for children under 5 the task force will
amend the plan.
To read the complete revised plan,
visit the Westminster website. The
task force will answer questions
about the revised plan after the 10:30
am worship on Sunday, May 1.
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All-Church Campaign Learning
& Listening Session
by Kelsey Crouch-Dodson, Director of Stewardship

The work of the Campaign Committee and its various teams has begun. The
Communications Team has been working on messaging and an overall theme
for the campaign while the Learning and Listening Team has begun facilitating congregational gatherings.
Westminster members are invited to participate in an all-church Learning
and Listening session with lay leaders to learn about the campaign and to
share your feedback. There will be a summary of the connection between this
campaign and Open Doors Open Futures, an overview of the current campaign’s
purpose, and an opportunity for group discussion. This hybrid Learning and
Listening session will take place following worship on Sunday, May 15, at
11:45 am in the Meisel Room and via Zoom. Coffee, tea, and cookies provided!
Your voice is an important part of the Westminster community. Thank you in
advance for your time during this Learning and Listening session.

Honoring the Generations on
Heritage Sunday
by David Tsai Shinn, Associate Pastor for Congregational Care

In Mary’s Magnificat, she sang how God’s mercy is passed from one generation
to another generation.
This year, as we have done in many years in our congregation’s history, we
will celebrate our Heritage members who have been with the church 50 years
or longer. This honoring of the generations has been a part of our tradition for
many years. This year, we have 250 Heritage members, and we welcome 10
new Heritage members. Among them are Heritage members who joined the
church as early as December 1942. We are grateful for their collective wisdom
and faithfulness to support the life and ministry of our beloved church.
Heritage Sunday will be on June 12 this year. We invite you to worship with
us when Heritage members will lead various parts of the service. Following
worship, we will have a chance to fellowship with them and hear more of their
faithful stories.

Westminster
Welcomes Shadoe
Myers
by Meghan Gage-Finn,
Executive Associate Pastor

I

n mid-April,
Shadoe Myers
joined the staff
as Administrative Assistant for
Educational Ministries, supporting
Adult Education and
Families, Youth, and
Children. Shadoe
comes to Westminster after working
at Fairview Health Services, supporting a
12-person department administratively.
She has also worked in support roles at a
law firm and for the Greater Minneapolis
Council of Churches, now Greater Minneapolis Community Connections. Shadoe
has a passion for art and her faith.
In her own words, Shadoe says, “I look
forward to bringing my gifts to help serve
in this new, fresh, flourishing era for the
growing congregation of Westminster
Presbyterian Church, community, and City
of Minneapolis. The reason why I was
attracted to this position is because of the
sense of community. I believe community
is very important. I can see that, in this
role, my gifts will help achieve needs that
will help the greater good for all.” Welcome, Shadoe!

Our Friend Rodney Tells All
by Terry McEowen, Westminster Member

Please join us for a Third Age program on Wednesday, May 11, at 11 am in the Meisel Room at Westminster. Dr. Rodney Allen
Schwartz, Director of the Westminster Gallery and Archive, will describe how the gallery was born and how he became the
director. He will also explain what is in the collection and the process of accessioning art. The secrets of creating an exhibition
will be revealed, and you will get a glimpse into several of his favorite pieces in the collection. Questions will be answered! This
program is being held in person and on livestream. If you are interested in attending this presentation, register on Realm.
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From Our Pastor
Dear friends,
We are in the season of Easter and signs of change
abound – except, perhaps, in the anti-spring
Minnesota weather. But despite cold nights and
blustery days, the bulbs in our garden at home
defiantly send up their shoots. The daffodils insist
they will bloom, no matter what’s going on above
ground.
Resilience. We see it every spring. It is nature’s
equivalent of the theological affirmation offered in
difficult times: Alleluia, anyway!
Westminster these days reflects the new life happening around us. The pandemic has receded (at least for now). We have been open for mask-optional events in
our building for a month, except at gatherings where little ones who cannot yet
be vaccinated are present. Parents have said that Sunday mornings at Westminster are one of the few places they feel safe bringing their under-fives.
I am thrilled having children back in worship and church school. Some of them
were born during the pandemic and are only now discovering this community
that will fulfill promises made at their baptisms.
Bible study groups are back in the building. Wednesdays have become active
mid-week church days again. Committees are meeting in person – some of them
hybrid, using skills we learned over these last two years. Capital campaign teams
are strategizing on-site and holding Learning and Listening sessions to gain congregational input.
Community groups are renting rooms at Westminster to plan how to make the
world a better place. The Minnesota Chorale has returned to Monday rehearsals
in Westminster Hall. Suzuki is teaching kids to play the strings every Tuesday
evening at church. Cantus is filling our spaces with sound again. Scouts are back.
St. David’s Harman Center stayed open through the pandemic as an essential
service, and continues to operate all day, Monday through Friday, serving 200+
mostly low-income families each week. Westminster Town Hall Forums are happening again in person. Meals are being served (where there are no under-fives).
In short, signs of an active, Spirit-filled community of faith continue to be found
these days in abundance. What a joy to be part of Westminster!
We trust in a God who has defeated death. Christ is risen and love has been let
loose in the world. Even when circumstances in the world might push back
against hope, we who follow the Lord of Life cry out, “Alleluia, anyway!”
See you in church – in person or online.
Grace and peace,
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Westminster Town Hall Forum
Tane Danger, Director

WPC Happenings
May Adult Education Series on Trans Allyship
Adult Education classes return in May with a three-week intergenerational series
on Trans Allyship. In collaboration with WestConnect and Families, Youth, and
Children’s Ministries, Adult Education has invited author Austen Hartke to return
and lead three sessions in May. Hartke is the founder and director of Transmission Ministry Collective, an online community dedicated to the spiritual care, faith
formation, and leadership potential of transgender and gender-expansive Christians. The three sessions will be held at 9:15 am in the Recreation Room on May 1:
Unpacking the Gender Clobber V erses; May 15: Celebrating Gender Diversity in
Scripture; and May 22: Trans Allyship for Churches.

The Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb Visits Westminster on June 5
On Sunday, June 5 Westminster will welcome the Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb, President
of Dar al-Kalima University (DaK), to teach during adult learning hour, preach in
10:30 am worship, and participate in an afternoon panel discussion. Evangelical
Lutheran Christmas Church and Dar al-Kalima University (DaK) are our partners
in Palestine. We hope you can join us for a special Pentecost Sunday!

Nursery Coordinator Search
The search for our next Nursery Coordinator is officially underway, and we are
eager to see where the Spirit leads! The position is posted online, and we will begin interviews this month. The search team members include Eliza Conrad, Kari
Krohmer, Megan MacFarlane, Anna McKay, the Rev. Alexandra Jacob, and Marie
Kruskop. We give thanks for their willingness to be in discernment together!

Girl Scout Cookies for FEAST and Groveland Food Shelf
Thanks to the congregation’s generosity, Westminster’s Girl Scouts donated 178
boxes of Girl Scout Cookies to our guests at FEAST on April 24. The remaining
boxes were donated to the Groveland Food Shelf. Though it may be hard to tell,
the children are smiling behind those masks, as were the guests who were able
to choose their favorite flavor of cookies!

Daily Phone
DEVOTIONS
612.332.7087

May
1
John 21:1-19
2
Psalm 121
3
Acts 26:1-18
4
Isaiah 6:1-8
5
Acts 9:36-43
6
Psalm 23
7
Revelation 7:9-17
8
John 10:22-30
9
Psalm 100
10
Acts 9:32-35
11
Jeremiah 50:17-20
12
Acts 11:1-18
13
Psalm 148
14
Revelation 21:1-6
15
John 13:31-35
Acts 11:19-26
16
17
Psalm 133
18
Leviticus 19:9-18
Acts 16:9-15
19
20
Psalm 67
21
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5
John 14:23-29
22
1 Chronicles 12:16-22
23
Psalm 93
24
25
Luke 2:25-38
Acts 1:1-11
26
Psalm 97
27
28 Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
John 17:20-26
29
Acts 16:35-40
30
31
Psalm 29

IN MEMORY
Kitty Dornfeld
December 1, 2020

BIRTHS
Claire Elizabeth Fidler
July 7, 2019
Annie Nicole Freese
March 21, 2022
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Global Offering: Strong Connections
Across Great Distances

2022 Grants to
Organizations

F

O

by Alanna Simone Tyler, Associate Pastor for Justice and Mission

or more than a decade Westminster has been sustaining relationships
with congregations, presbyteries, and learning institutions in Cameroon,
Cuba, and Palestine. The relationships are rooted in shared faith in Christ
and guided by written covenants reflecting mutual respect for the multiple
ways God is active in our respective contexts.
Our partners in Cameroon include the Presbytery of Kuumba and Aidscare
Link, a project assisting displaced persons from the war zones of the Anglophone regions of Cameroon in Douala. With gifts from Westminster, Aidscare
Link purchased books and other material for more than 50 children in primary and secondary schools, covered school fees, and supplied farm tools for
displaced farmers. During a recent visit to Cameroon, Westminster member
Maggie Mukete reassured our Cameroonian siblings we remember and pray
for displaced persons and all the victims of the war in Cameroon.
In January, Westminster member Barbara
Randolph-Anderson
was fortunate to visit
our partner congregation, Versalles Presbyterian-Reformed
Church in the city
of Matanzas. While
Barbara visited with
members and the new
pastor of our sister
congregation, Westminster member Ed Cunnington met with partners to
check on the status of the 7 clean water systems Westminster co-sponsors on
the island through Living Water for the World. Ed and Barbara traveled to Cuba
as part of a trip organized by Nachito and Aurora Herrera. The Hererras collected and arranged delivery of critical medical supplies including for neonatal
care and responding to the coronavirus pandemic.
Evangelical Lutheran Christmas Church and Dar al-Kalima University (DaK)
are our partners in Palestine. In recent months, Westminster’s Bethlehem
Partnership Team has been in conversation with Christmas Church about
ways to bring together people from Palestine and Minnesota to learn, grow,
and connect across cultures and circumstances. On Sunday, June 5 Westminster will welcome Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb, President of DaK, to teach during adult
learning hour, preach in 10:30 am worship, and participate in an afternoon
panel discussion.
While opportunities to sponsor in-person visits with our partners were limited
during the pandemic, we are grateful the Spirit sustained strong connections.
Thank you for generously supporting Westminster’s global relationships. We
will receive the Global Offering on Sunday, May 22.
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by Alanna Simone Tyler, Associate
Pastor for Justice and Mission

n the wall in my office hangs
a poster-sized Post-It note on
which Westminster member
Sandy Wolfe Wood meticulously printed
the Faith in Action Council (FIAC) vision
and mission. FIAC’s vision is to “help
to build a loving, sustainable, and just
community” and FIAC’s mission includes
these words, “with humility,
we will partner with our neighbors to
enhance the world God loves.” We
referred to the poster during a retreat
shortly after I began serving at Westminster in 2018. Westminster continues to
live into FIAC’s vision and mission.
The FIAC Community Partner team
identified 15 nonprofit organizations
who are helping to build loving and just
communities by directly serving our
neighbors. The team issued applications for an annual grant, met with the
nonprofits and awarded grants totaling
$109,000. In alphabetical order the 15
grant recipients are: Accord, Advocates
for Human Rights, African Immigrant
Community Services, Avenues for Youth,
Banyan Community, Better Futures Minnesota, FreeWriters, Greater Minneapolis
Community Connection, Minnesota
African Women’s Association, Our
Savior’s Community Services, Project
for Pride in Living, Restorative Justice
Community Action, Tubman, Urban
Homeworks, and YWCA Minneapolis. In
the coming months watch for highlights
on Westminster’s website describing the
work of each nonprofit.
Additionally, we are discerning whether
there are opportunities to partner with
these nonprofits in meaningful learning
and service experiences that honor both
Westminster’s commitments and the
organization’s mission.
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What’s it really like to be a volunteer
youth leader? An Interview with
Katrina Heinze

by Alexandra Jacob, Associate Pastor for Families, Youth, and Children

O

n a recent afternoon, I sat down with Katrina Heinze, a longtime youth
leader at Westminster, to hear some of her favorite parts about working
with youth at WPC. Katrina has served as a Church School teacher, a
mission trip leader, Families, Youth, and Children (FYC) Council Co-chair, and
now as a junior high youth group leader. Here’s a taste of what we talked about!
Alexandra Jacob (AJ):
I know it’s hard to pick,
but if you had to choose
a favorite story or
memory from a youth
event, what would you
share?
Katrina Heinze (KH):
You’re right. It’s really
hard to pick. On a middle
school mission trip I went
on five years ago, the
adult leaders were each
asked to lead an evening
devotion during the week.
The youth leader asked
me to prepare a devotion
about science, and how I saw science and faith working together. So, I shared
some of my favorite nerdy stories about plants and bees and farming, and it
was neat seeing the youth get inspired. I have folks who have graduated from
high school who still talk about how that has formed their faith. That was a
really cool moment.
AJ: That’s amazing! So, at Westminster we often talk about finding our
“place of usefulness” within the congregation—the place where we feel
called to serve. You’ve found your place of usefulness (and youthfulness!)
in the youth program. What would you say to someone who’s discerning if
youth leadership might be part of their own call as a church member?
KH: Well, there are two pieces. First, it definitely helps you keep your “youthfulness!” It’s fun - there’s an energy that comes with being with the youth. It’s a
great way to stay culturally literate! But more seriously, it is a place where, as
you walk with the young people, you’re pushed to talk about your faith and
explore it in a way that we don’t often do. Young people ask hard questions, and
my faith has grown thanks to this journey they’ve let us be part of.
There’s more to this discussion, and I hope you’ll watch the full conversation
online. If you’re discerning that your own place of usefulness might be within
FYC ministries, don’t hesitate to be in touch (ajacob@wpc-mpls.org)!
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Gratitude for
Church School
Teachers
by Sonja Dziekciowski,
Director of Children’s Ministries

A

s the program year draws
to a close, the FYC staff
team gives thanks for
the many lay leaders who have
made this year a wonderful one
for our Church School learners.
Below are the names of those
who have taught Church School
this year, both on Zoom and in
person. This is a crucial way that
our congregation fulfills our
baptismal promise to love,
encourage, and support our young
ones. We hope you will let them
know how much their work is
appreciated!
3-year-olds-kindergarteners:
Megan MacFarlane, Martha
Mitchell, Carol Peitzman, Natalie
Tourtelotte, Greta Wicker
1st and 2nd Grade: Jacque DeBuse,
Kay Gabelmann, Ann & Tracy
Godfrey, Mary Jothi, Wendy Fields
3rd Grade: Sara Donaldson, Giselle
Taylor, Barb Thomas
4th and 5th Grade: Sarah Bjelland,
Sue Christiansen, Joe Huebsch
Youth: Song & Rob Lee, Tom
Northenscold, James Nutt
All are invited to enjoy a
celebration on Westminster
Green following 10:30 worship
on May 22 celebrating the end
of the Church School year and
giving thanks for our faithful
Church School teachers!
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Festival of Lights (detail), by John August
Swanson, serigraph, 2000

A Tribute to
John August
Swanson

by Rodney Allen Schwartz, Director,
Westminster Gallery and Archive

J
Congregational Nominating Committee
by Meghan Gage-Finn, Executive Associate Pastor

The Congregational Nominating Committee (CNC) invites you to offer names
of people you believe should be called to serve in the role of Trustee, Deacon,
or Ruling Elder. Trustees take on very distinct jobs on their board, particularly
in the area of finance, and are commissioned instead of ordained to serve a
three-year term. Elders serve on the Session, the governing body of the church,
which is the main decision-making board in a Presbyterian congregation. This
is why they are called Ruling Elders, and pastors are referred to as Teaching
Elders. Deacons are called to be the caring arm of the church, with ministries
of compassion in our community. Deacons and Ruling Elders are ordained
and installed into their positions, and asked to serve a term of three years.
The CNC will work through the summer and into the fall to nominate a slate
of candidates, and their work will culminate with a Congregational Meeting in
November. Consider if you know someone who, or if you feel that you, would
be a good candidate. To learn more, contact the Rev. Dr. Meghan Gage-Finn,
or Elder Shaun Jennings, CNC Chair.

ohn August Swanson was an artist
who was born in Los Angeles in
1938 to a Swedish father and
Mexican mother. He spent his childhood
and early adult life searching for his
father who had abandoned them, and
to find himself. The artist Sister Corita
Kent rescued John from the streets and
welcomed him into her art school. There
he joined her in producing graphic art that
protested war and supported social justice
themes.
As his career unfolded, he began to create
bright and colorful serigraph prints of
Biblical stories, musicians, acrobats, and
the circus. The Westminster Collection
includes a world class collection of
his Biblical serigraphs. A serigraph is a
printing technique that is a cross between
a silkscreen and a stencil. He made many
screens by printing many layers of color
that result in vibrant images.

by Meghan Gage-Finn, Executive Associate Pastor

He reverted to his earlier work both in
content and process by making posters
that addressed numerous social justice
themes in his later years. He produced
60 posters between 2013 and 2020 and
gifted a complete set to the Westminster
Collection.

The young adults of Westminster have continued to meet regularly this spring,
enjoying their first meal together indoors in over two years during the final
Covenant Group gathering in early April. It was powerful to hear them reflect
throughout the season on the practices of Lent at work in their own lives, all
under the larger theme of Belonging, during a time in life when belonging can
have such significant meaning. We also shared in a Friday movie night on the big
screen in Westminster Hall and have plans for a game night and other fellowship activities as we embrace the coming warmer weather! I give thanks for the
presence and faithful witness of Westminster’s incredible young adults, and the
church’s commitment to support them on their journey!

John’s connections to Westminster began
with an early friendship with Liz Heller
and later with me, and as we collected
and exhibited his work. I was a visitor to
his Los Angeles studio a number of times
over the years as he generously shared his
art and life story. John died last fall and
this exhibition is a tribute to his legacy. A
Tribute to John August Swanson opens
Sunday, May 1.

Young Adult Ministries
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