
Liberty Community Church and 
Westminster will welcome the 
Rev. Anthony Jermaine Ross-

Allam for our annual joint celebration 
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Holiday weekend. Ross-Allam served 
as associate pastor at Liberty and Oak 
Grove Presbyterian Church before be-
coming a doctoral candidate in Social 
Ethics at Union Theological Seminary. 
He describes his research as focusing 
“on the social ecology that inspires, 
justifies, ignores, rewards and excuses 
extralegal violence against Afro-
Americans after Emancipation.”  

With Presbyterian Church (USA) Co-
Moderators Ruling Elder Elona Street-
Stewart and Rev. Gregory J. Bentley, 
Ross-Allam is co-leading Restorative 
Actions, a grass roots voluntary 
initiative for predominantly white 
churches, individuals, mid-councils, 
and agencies of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) as well as other ecu-
menical partners and affiliated organi-
zations to return benefits accrued to 
them directly or indirectly because of 
systemic inequities. As Westminster 
is supporting the Minnesota Council 
of Church’s recently launched 10-year 
truth, reparations, and education ini-
tiative it is good timing to hear from 
Ross-Allam.

Recently Rev. Dr. Alika Galloway 
commented, “Anthony’s discourse 
about reparations is long overdue 

theologically. 
He is on the 
cutting edge 
regarding the 
marriage of 
reparations, 
theology, eth-
ics, and jus-
tice. His work 
is redemptive 
and calls for 
regarding reparations as an act of re-
pentance. As Christians we are called 
to repent for and make right ancestral 
ills; especially those whose legacy is 
still alive today. It’s a journey that as 
Christians we must take seriously, 
thoughtfully and prayerfully.”

In addition, the Rev. Ross-Allam’s re-
search resonates with the themes ex-
plored in the Social Justice Forum and 
Adult Education this year. Westmin-
ster’s Social Justice Forum is focusing 
on the theme Diving Deeper Together 
So All Will Flourish and Adult Educa-
tion is exploring the theme Building 
the Beloved Community:  
Construction, Restructuring, and Repair. 

Rev. Ross-Allam will lead the annual 
joint workshop, Saturday, January 
15, at 10 am at Liberty’s Northside 
Healing Space (2100 Emerson Avenue 
North) and preach at Westminster’s 
morning worship services, Sunday, 
January 16. 
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Exploring Redemption, 
Reparations, and Repentance 

Engaging Our 
Neighbors 
Experiencing 
Homelessness 
by Suzanne McInroy,  
Director of Communications

In the last year, Westminster leaders 
began to envision adding a staff 
role focused on safety for everyone 

engaging with the church, whether they 
enter the building for worship, an event, 
or seek shelter on church grounds. But 
finding someone with just the right 
combination of skills took some time. 
And then Patrick Bayle applied for the 
job.

Patrick has lived experience with 
homelessness and addiction. In 2003 
he began a recovery journey and, since 
then, completed two degrees from 
Augsburg University and spent 15 years 
serving the community, and especially 
those experiencing homelessness. 

by Alanna Simone Tyler, Associate Pastor for Justice and Mission

Continued on page two. 



2 January 2022 |  westminstermpls.org

Third Age Forum: What You Need  
to Know About Estate Planning    
by Andy Peterson, Third Age Committee Member 

Financial planning in the Third 
Age is important, complex, and 
often deeply personal. We’re 

pleased to have attorney Lauren 
Fink share her expertise in a forum 
scheduled for Wednesday, January 
12, from 11 am to noon in the Meisel 
Room (also available on livestream).  

Estate planning ensures that you can 
pass your property, and sometimes 
your values, on to the next generation 
in the most efficient way possible. 
This lecture will review the different 
ways that a person can set up their 
estate, the pros and cons of each 
method, and some general guidelines 
of which plans work best for differ-
ent situations. Additionally, Lauren 
will discuss common mistakes and 
potential tax traps to give attendees 
an idea of what may or may not be 

missing from their own estate plans.  

Lauren is a shareholder with Maser, 
Amundson & Boggio, P.A.’s Elder Law 
Department. She assists her clients 
on the implementation of estate, 
long term care planning, special 
needs, and business succession plans. 
Lauren chose to become an attorney 
after observing the difficulties her 
parents faced as caretakers for elders 
in her family. She wanted the tools 
to be a valued guide for others in 
the same situation. Lauren offers a 
warm approach, putting clients at 
ease as she helps them develop a plan 
making sure they are confident about 
their situations and futures. Please 
register on Realm to attend.  

Westminster Welcomes Two New 
Staff Members 
by Nicole Cueno, Senior Director of Operations and Administration

Kevin Kateley started on December 13 as the new Westminster Facilities Team 
Lead. Kevin comes to Westminster after 10 years working for Tasks Unlimited, 
which provides supported employment, housing, and recovery services for 
people with mental illness. At Tasks Unlimited, Kevin led multiple janitorial crews 
and helped maintain a 9-story building in downtown Minneapolis. Prior to Tasks 
Unlimited, Kevin had a 19-year career in production, printing, and shipping. Kevin 
brings great facilities management skills to our staff as well as knowledge of 
running a complex and active building. He will be a strong addition to the team 
and is regularly onsite on Sundays. Welcome, Kevin!

Gebriela Ayana began working as a member of the Westminster receptionist 
team in late November. Gebriela is presently a student at the University of 
Minnesota, where she will be graduating this winter in Film Studies. She also 
has an Associate Degree in Media Production from Howard University. Gebriela 
worked previously as a receptionist at Planned Parenthood and is also a dog 
walker for Wag! Gebriela regularly works weekdays in the evenings.

“I have a mission, I have a need to help 
people who experience the brutality 
of homelessness,” Patrick explains, 
“because it is a very difficult way to 
live. And I don’t think we should treat 
our brothers and sisters in our society 
the way we do just because they can-
not plug into the economic grid.” 

In his first two months at Westminster 
as Building Hospitality and Safety 
Manager, Patrick has provided shelter 
resources to many of the individuals 
sleeping outside Westminster’s doors, 
connected interested individuals 
to Hennepin County housing case 
managers, and addressed unhealthy 
behaviors on the church grounds that 
were a concern. His next steps are to 
communicate more with Westminster 
members about homelessness and 
work with the already-existing efforts 
focused on affordable housing.

“Waking up on the concrete is a really 
tough way to live,” Patrick says. “And 
if I can give someone just a little bit of 
a notion that somebody sees you and 
somebody cares about you, that’s a 
real honor and fills my soul to be able 
to look somebody in the eye and say, 
‘I see you and I want to help.’ That’s 
really the best part of my job.”  

Watch a video online to hear Patrick’s 
passion for this work, plans for his new 
role, and his hope for the future.  

Homelessness continued from cover page.  

https://www.westminstermpls.org/2021/12/engaging-our-neighbors-experiencing-homelessness/


Clergy & StaffFrom Our Pastor
Dear friends,

When our two-and-a-half-year-old grandchild 
plays with their small wooden cars, they often 
set up a little stop sign. They push a car up to it, 
turn it to the right and say, “No cars coming this 
way,” then to the left, “No cars coming that way. 
It’s safe now.”

As Westminster heads into a New Year, that  
image comes to mind...look back, look ahead, 
then proceed with caution, trusting the way is 
clear. With everyone else, the church is gingerly 
moving forward through the uncertainties of 
this time. 

We have experienced much over the last 22 months of global pandemic.  
Perhaps most importantly, we have rediscovered the power of Christian  
community. We belong to one another and to One who will never leave us. 
Through the isolation and sickness, the racial reckoning and revealed dispari-
ties, we have leaned on each other and our neighbors, and been sustained by 
the Holy Spirit.

Now we move into a year we believe will be better than the last and the one 
before that. I have great hopes for Westminster in 2022. At some point this 
year, our children will finally come back to church school in person. The nursery 
will re-open and be filled with little ones again. Our choir will take off masks 
and lead us in singing the praise of God unhindered. We will share meals or 
simply drink coffee at church once more. (I will never again take a potluck for 
granted!)

There is much to look forward to in the year now opening. We will reconnect 
in person with partners in mission and justice. We will call a new Associate 
Pastor for Adult Ministries. The church facility will hum again with the activity 
of church and community groups. We will develop a new sustainable model for 
the Westminster Counseling Center. We will begin planning the capital cam-
paign to complete Open Doors Open Futures.  

I see God at work everywhere among this resilient, healthy congregation – in 
our music and our prayers, in the visits we make and the care we provide, in 
thriving partnerships in the city and around the world. 

Let us begin this year with confidence, looking back to learn and looking ahead 
with hope. And then, with gratitude in our hearts, let us step forward to follow 
Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”

See you in church – in person or online!

Grace and peace,

Staff Leadership 
Rev. Dr. Timothy Hart-Andersen, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Meghan K. Gage-Finn,  
 Executive Associate Pastor 
Janice Teliczan, Executive Assistant
Congregational Care 
Rev. David Shinn, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Judy Allen Kim, Parish Visitor 
Deb Wagner, Administrative Assistant  
Angelique Kingsbury, Coordinator, Magnet  
   Senior Center
Congregational Life 
Deb Wagner, Administrative Assistant

Educational Ministries 
Rev. Dr. Matt Skinner, Scholar for Adult Education  
Rachel Sheild, Director of Congregational     
   & Community Engagement  
Mahin Hamilton, Administrative Assistant 
Barbara Mauk, Librarian
Faith in Action 
Rev. Alanna Simone Tyler, Associate Pastor  
     for Justice and Mission 
Mahin Hamilton, Administrative Assistant
Families, Youth, and Children 
Rev. Alexandra Jacob, Associate Pastor  
Sonja Dziekciowski, Director of Children’s Ministries  
Marie Kruskop, Coordinator of Early Childhood &  
    Family Ministries 
Mahin Hamilton, Administrative Assistant
Worship and the Arts 
Dr. Amanda Weber, Director of Worship & the Arts  
Dr. Rodney Allen Schwartz, Director, Gallery  
    & Archive 
Joseph Trucano, Organist & Ensemble Director 
Barbara Prince, Program Facilitator;  
     Director, Chapel Choir 
Kenny Vigne, Associate Director of Music 
Brad Ollmann, Director of Early Childhood Music
Communications 
Suzanne McInroy, Director of Communications 
Kristin Kieft, Communications Coordinator 

Finance, Administration & Operations 
Nicole Cueno, Sr. Director of Operations  
 & Administration 
Kelsey Noack, Accounting Manager 
PJ Eichten, Director of Facilities  
Kevin Kateley, Facilities Team Lead  
Patrick Bayle, Building Hospitality  
     and Safety Manager 
Déborah Majune, Accounting Clerk 
Genevieve Gates, Event Coordinator  
Jessica Willson, Lead Receptionist 
Gilvia Anderson, Weekend Receptionist 
Gebriela Ayana, Susan Clifford, Donna Draves  
     Part-time Receptionists 
Keith Kopatz, A/V Coordinator 
Chris Brown, John Seagard, Facilities Staff

Stewardship 
Kelsey Crouch-Dodson, Director of Stewardship 
Anna Gram, Stewardship Associate
Emeriti 
Rev. Byron Thompson 
Rev. Katherine S. Michael 
Rev. Douglas Mitchell 
Dr. Melanie Ohnstad  
Samuel G. Cooke
Parish Associates (Volunteer Clergy) 
Rev. Dr. James Brasel, Rev. Denise  
Dunbar-Perkins,  Rev. Judy Landt,  
Rev. David Liddle, Rev. Dr. Margaret McCray
Westminster Camp Ajawah 
ajawah@wpc-mpls.org
Westminster Town Hall Forum
Tane Danger,  Director
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Seminarian Sunday: December 26 
December 26 
For worship the morning after Christmas, Westminster  
will welcome to the pulpit Jim Cochrane. Jim is a child  
of Westminster, now studying for his Master of Divinity  
degree at McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago. 
Before discerning a call to enter seminary, Jim studied math 
and economics at Luther College in Decorah, Iowa, and 
served as Youth Director at Westminster. He will graduate 
in May and is preparing for ordination in the PC(USA). We 
look forward to Jim’s leadership in worship as we continue 
to celebrate the joy of Christmas together!

Lay Leader Training 
January 9 | 11:30 am 
There will be a Lay Reader Training session on Sunday, January 9, 2022 following 
the 10:30 service. If you are interested in becoming a lay reader, please contact 
Priscilla Northenscold at pjnorth59@me.com.

Downtown Grief Coalition: Back to Zoom 
Starting January 1, the Downtown Grief Coalition will transition back to Saturday 
morning Zoom meetings due to the uptick in COVID cases in our state and winter 
weather. Meetings are every Saturday from 10-11:30 am and include a speaker 
and small group time. Please visit mplsgriefsupport.org for more information, 
schedule updates, and resources to help you grieve during these uncertain days. 
Use the contact form on the homepage to inquire about Zoom credentials.  

Coffee Hour Servers Needed 
Looking for a way to serve others on a Sunday morning? We need a few more 
volunteers to help once a month during Coffee Hour. This opportunity involves 
an easy set up before each service, serving after each service, and a short cleanup 
after Coffee Hour. The task is fun and sociable! It provides a great way to interact 
with the congregation and to meet new people. Contact Laura Lee Moffett at  
lmoffett@wpc-mpls.org to volunteer. Finally, a special thank you to our “4th  
Sunday Team,” a pre-pandemic serving team who has returned to help regularly 
these last few months.  

WPC Happenings Daily Phone
DEVOTIONS

612.332.7087
January 
1 Ephesians 1:3-14
2 John 1:(1-9), 10-18
3 Job 42:10-17
4  Acts 7:44-53
5 John 1:10-18
6 Isaiah 60:1-6
7 Psalm 29
8 Acts 8:14-17
9 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
10 Psalm 106:1-12
11 1 John 5:13-21
12 Luke 11:33-36
13 Isaiah62:1-5
14 Psalm 36:5-10
15 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
16 John 2:1-11
17 Isaiah 54:1-8
18 1 Corinthians 1:3-17
19 Luke 5:33-39
20 Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
21 Psalm 19
22 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
23 Luke 4:14-21
24 Psalm 119:89-96
25 2 Corinthians 7:2-12
26 Luke 4:38-44
27 Jeremiah 1:4-10
28 Psalm 71:1-6
29 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
30 Luke 4:21-30
31 1 Kings 17:8-16

IN MEMORY 2021
Robert Maurice Battin 

November 15

James Peter 
November 20

Larry Youngblood 
November 20

Carol White 
December 2

Elinor Ogden 
December 10

James Cochrane 
December 11
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Do you know that you can easily find contact information for Westminster 
members through Realm?  Log into your account and use the search bar at 
the top of the page. Start typing in the name you want to find and members will 
begin to appear in a drop-down list as you 
type. Find the person you’re searching for 
and click on their box to find their contact 
information. Sometimes members have 
selected to keep their contact information 
private, but most of the time you will be 
able to see information for members. 
You can also manage your own privacy 
settings by visiting your profile and clicking on the “Manage Privacy” button. 
Find out more about Realm on the Westminster website.

mailto:pjnorth59%40me.com?subject=
http://mplsgriefsupport.org
mailto:lmoffett%40wpc-mpls.org?subject=
http://westminstermpls.org


Town Hall Forum 
Spring Theme: Climate and  
the Future of the Planet 
by Tane Danger, Director, Westminster Town Hall Forum

In 2021, we launched a new way of choos-
ing topics and speakers for the Westminster 
Town Hall Forum. First, we decided to pick 

themes for our spring and fall seasons, allowing 
us to connect each of the talks. Then we asked 
the Forum’s advisory board, evenly comprised of 
Westminster and community members, to take 
the lead on deciding those themes. 

The advisory board’s charge is to select themes 
that reflect a pressing issue for our community 
and world. Then they help curate specific topics 
and speakers under that theme. The goal is to help 
ensure the voices and issues at the Forum reflect the interests and  
concerns of our entire community.

For our spring 2022 season, the advisory board selected the theme of 
“climate and the future of the planet.” They have directed the Forum to 
put together a set of speakers who will discuss how climate change will 
intersect with long-standing challenges of economic inequality, racism, 
and international cooperation. At the same time, our speakers will talk 
about climate solutions, adaptation, and a positive path forward.

Our first speaker in the climate series this spring will be Katharine  
Hayhoe, the Chief Scientist for The Nature Conservancy where she over-
sees the global climate advocacy and adaptation work. Her new book,  
Saving Us: A Climate Scientist’s Case for Hope and Healing in a Divided 
World is a candid look at the science of climate change and what can be 
done about it.

Dr. Hayhoe will speak at the Westminster Town Hall Forum Monday, 
January 31, at noon. The talk is presented in collaboration with The Great 
Northern Festival and their “Climate Solutions” series. The remainder of 
the Town Hall Forum’s spring 2022 season will be announced in January.
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The Meisel 
Committee 
is pleased to 

announce the first 
Meisel Scholar of 
2022, Helen Strom. 
Helen is a senior 
at St. Olaf College, 
studying English 
and Race and Ethnic 
Studies, with concen-
trations in Management and Educa-
tion. Helen will pursue a January-term 
Meisel experience through St. Olaf 
called “Urban Schools and Communi-
ties.” This will give her a hands-on 
experience examining how schools 
and communities in the Twin Cities 
interact to provide support and devel-
opmental opportunities for school-age 
children. Helen will be mentored by an 
adult in the congregation who will help 
her reflect on her own learning and 
how it applies to her future studies 
and vocational discernment.

On Sunday, January 2, as a commu-
nity we will celebrate the 2021 Meisel 
Scholars, marking Meisel Sunday. 
Students will share brief reflections 
in worship and following the 10:30 
service, will offer further insights into 
what they gained from summer intern-
ships and research projects. I hope 
you will join the hybrid conversation in 
the Meisel Room or on Zoom to hear 
from these incredible young people 
and learn more about the Meisel 
Scholars Program. For college-age 
students who are interested in apply-
ing for a summer 2022 Meisel Scholar 
Grant, applications will be available 
soon on the church’s website. Contact 
me, mgage-finn@wpc-mpls.org, for 
more information.

Meisel  
Scholar  
Program  
by Meghan Gage-Finn,  
Executive Associate Pastor

2022 Pledge Reminder
It’s not too late – if you have not already done so, be a part of 

 Building the Beloved Community with an online pledge or mail 
in your pledge card or gift. 

Find out more about ways to give online. Thank you! 

Photo by Ashley Rodgers

mailto:mgage-finn%40wpc-mpls.org?subject=
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Youth Ministry Updates  
by Alexandra Jacob, Associate Pastor

The Senior High retreat is over; the greens have been hung in the Cloister 
Hall; college care packages are assembled and mailed; White Elephant gifts 
have been exchanged; and festive sweaters are retired to our closets. The 

Christmas season in the youth ministry area has wrapped up in typical Westmin-
ster fashion, full of joy and community!

As the new calendar year begins, I am working in collaboration with three  
Personnel Committee for Staff and Ministers (PCSM) members (Jacque DeBuse, 
Brent Hall, and Ann Rainhart) to discern the way forward with Westminster’s 
youth ministry staffing. The three of us met twice in December with Rev. Dr. 
Meghan Gage-Finn to reflect on where the youth program has been and where 
the Spirit might be leading us. We have reviewed the past 20 years of youth  
ministry staffing at Westminster, raising questions and reflections about 
strengths and opportunities for growth in the program area, and we have  
reviewed recent Director of Youth Ministries job descriptions. 

Next steps in this process will include sharing these findings in an information 
and listening session with parents/caregivers of youth, along with intentional 
times of listening and processing with our current and former youth (include 
date if we have it).

This is hard work, and it is “Holy Spirit work.” With deep gratitude for where we 
have been, I am eager to continue listening for where the Spirit is leading us as 
we imagine the future of youth ministries at Westminster. We’ll look forward to 
sharing another update in next month’s Westminster News.

Extended 
Winter Break 
for Children’s 
Ministries 
by Sonja Dziekciowski,  
Director of Children’s Ministries

After another robust and 
creative fall of Church 
School on Zoom, our 

Children’s Ministries volunteers 
will take some time off screen 
to prepare for the next phase of 
the Church School year. Church 
School will resume on February 
4, either on Zoom or in-person, 
depending on the state of the 
pandemic and the comfort level 
of Church School teachers  
and Church School families as 
reported in our survey emailed 
out over Winter Break. 

Volunteers and staff are planning 
ways for Westminster children 
to re-enter the Education Wing, 
hopefully at some point this 
new year. Several Church School 
classrooms have not had teachers 
in them since March of 2020,  
so stepping inside of them  
feels like a time warp back to 
pre-pandemic days.  

All accolades and gratitude are 
lifted up for the ways that our 
Children’s Ministries volunteers 
have continued to keep our chil-
dren connected. It has been a gift 
to witness the songs, costumes, 
games, and experiments shared 
over Zoom and at in-person, 
outside events.

Nursery Update
by Marie Kruskop, Coordinator of Early Childhood and Family Ministries

The Covid pandemic remains a major concern for the youngest among us.  
The pandemic continues with no clear end in sight and vaccines are not 
yet available for those under age 5. Therefore, our Nursery Reopening 

Team has determined the nursery will remain closed to keep our littlest ones 
safe and healthy.

Our Team has been at work determining what needs to be in place to reopen 
the nursery safely and we have asked the Responsible Building Use Task Force 
(RBUTF) to help guide these plans. We have used this time to review the  
nursery’s purpose and have identified some additional ways in which to 
enhance our programming and ministry to these young ones. We have reviewed 
and made minor changes to the Nursery Coordinator position description and 
have sent it on to the church’s personnel committee for review.

Please hold this Team and its work in prayer as we continue our work.  
Contact Marie Kruskop, Coordinator of Early Childhood and Family Ministries, 
or Alexandra Jacob, Associate Pastor for Families, Youth, and Children, with 
questions or concerns.      



 

January 2022  |  westminstermpls.org 7

A Message of 
Belonging to our 
Children and Youth
by Marie Kruskop, Coordinator of  
Early Childhood and Family Ministries

Now that children and youth  
ages 5 and up are able to get 
vaccinated against Covid,  

you will begin to see more and more  
families with children and youth feeling 
comfortable enough to return to  
worship in person. How might we 
welcome them? How might we send  
the message that they, too, belong here 
and we are glad they are among us?  
This blessing comes from speak it plain – 
words for worship and life together  
by Meta Herrick Carlson. 

Children 
May you find a joyful welcome 
at the heart of this assembly, 
so these adults never forget 
they were once children themselves.

May your eyes and ears gather good 
stories about what really matters to 
God, so that love has the loudest word 
whenever the world tries to say 
otherwise.

May your whole sense of self know 
safety here, honored and loved beyond 
measure according to the promises 
we spoke over you in baptism and ever 
since.

May your life know value and purpose, 
for you have been called and set free 
to be hope and justice for those who 
do not know they are already and 
always enough.

May you go boldly into the world, 
but find your way home whenever 
you need these sights and sounds 
that know who and whose you are.

The Gift of Love in 
Westminster Gallery
by Rodney Allen Schwartz, Director, Westminster Gallery and Archive

The birth of the Christ Child brings with it the promise of renewed 
and eternal life for Christians. We are well on the way through 
the season of Advent as we wait for this blessed event to 

occur. The story of Advent and Christmas is illuminated in the current 
Westminster Gallery exhibition, The Gift of Love. It begins with the 
little prophet foretelling the coming savior and takes us along on the 
journey to birth and the baptism of Jesus.

We have the delightful work of guest artist Virginia Averill as a 
special addition to the exhibition this year. Her art is informed by her 
education in Asian studies and history, and time living in England and 
traveling throughout Europe. Two Byzantine Madonna and Child icons 
on her mother’s dressing table and later exposure to Eastern Orthodox 
icons brought her to a love of art and provided inspiration and sub-
stance to her unique style.

Don’t forget to visit the second floor to see the complete series of 
Nativity serigraphs by John August Swanson at the top of the Trinity 

Stairs, and the 
Martha Rogers 
Crèche Collection 
near the choir 
room. As we 
strive to diversify 
the Westminster 
Collection, there 
are several new 
crèches made 
by Indigenous 
Americans in the 
display case near 
the chapel. The 
exhibition runs 
through January 9.

Madonna & Child 
- Nativity Play, by 
Virginia Averill, mixed 
media, 2017



Adult Education Preview 
Building the Beloved 
Community: Construction, 
Restructuring, and Repair 

The Bible 
Then and Now: 
Redemption and 
Belonging in the 
Book of Ruth 
by Matt Skinner, Scholar for 
Adult Education

Reading the Bible with others 
has a way of animating and 
enlarging the perspectives we 

have on God and on our shared lives. 
Gathering around the short story 
told in the book of Ruth can help us 
consider how we understand the 
challenges of belonging, inclusion, and 
justice. Ruth is a story of vulnerable, 
dislocated people seeking survival and 
restoration. Although it ends well, it is 
hardly a comfortable or romantic story. 
How can it help us think about the 
power of God and the strengths and 
shortcomings of our religious tradi-
tions? How can it help us think about 
building community, promoting justice, 
and ensuring the dignity of others? 
On three Monday evenings in January 
we will explore the book of Ruth and 
consider where it leads us. Join me 
as I lead this new installment of the 
“The Bible Then and Now” program. 
You can participate in person, in the 
Garden Room, or online simultane-
ously via Zoom. Please register in 
advance, by using the Realm platform 
or by emailing Mahin Hamilton 
(mhamilton@wpc-mpls.org). For more 
information, visit the Adult Education 
page of Westminster’s website and 
read about “The Bible Then and Now.” 

Mondays in January, 7-8:30 pm

• January 10 (in the Garden
Room or via Zoom)

• January 17 (via Zoom only)

• January 24 (in the Garden
Room or via Zoom)

This fall, Adult Education 
programming explored 
how Building the Beloved 

Community through a theological 
lens can guide the way we should 
live in community together, and how 
we might build new habits and sys-
tems that connect us all in greater 
love, justice, and mercy. Through the 
winter and spring, these discussions 
will continue to build on the same 
theme. We will also take time to 
continue our traditions of building 
community and strengthening our 
faith through the All-Church Book 
Read and Lenten Covenant Groups. 

January 9, 23, 30: The All-Church 
Book Read will convene discussions 
on The Night Watchman by Louise 
Erdrich including a presentation on 
January 23 by Travis Zimmerman, 
a member of the Ojibway tribe and 
the director of the Milaca Indian 
Museum. 

January 16: Martin Luther King Jr. 

Joint Forum with Social Justice 
Forum. 

February 6 and 13: Dr. Leon 
Rodrigues will share about the  
history of colonization and share 
some transformational and  
decolonizing practices.  

February 27 and May 1:  
Dr. Christine J. Hong from Columbia 
Theological Seminary will be with 
us to offer her insights into building 
the beloved community and to help 
us understand our roles in crisis 
towards the work of justice. 

March 6-April 3: Lenten Covenant 
Groups 

April 24: Earth Sunday Joint Forum 
with Social Justice Forum 

Adult Education classes are  
currently held at 9:15 am on 
Sundays in the Recreation Room 
and online at: westminstermpls2.
online.church.

Senior High youth retreat at Clearwater Forest in Deerwood, Minnesota.

 

Thanks,

mailto:mhamilton%40wpc-mpls.org?subject=
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