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The Westminster Collection

Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship
December 24, 2021, 8 and 10 pm

Westminster is the church in the world, online and in person. 
 We belong to one another and to God. Thanks be to God!

Presbyterian Church
A Telling Presence in the City

Westminster



Preparing for the Word
Our service begins with the Prelude, inviting us to prepare for worship.

Prelude

Air from Orchestral Suite No. 3, BWV 1068   J.S. Bach

Andante cantabile from String Quartet No. 19   W.A. Mozart

Christmas Collection  arr. Marshall Ocker

The Holly and the Ivy 
Coventry Carol 
I Saw Three Ships 
Forest Green

Sinfonia from Christmas Oratorio, BWV 248   J.S. Bach
Brian Krinke & Natalia Moiseeva, violin

Kenneth Freed, viola; Laura Sewell, cello
Kenneth Vigne, organ

Opening Sentences       
One: Glory to God in the highest,
All: And peace to God’s people on earth.
One: The grace of God has come to us;
All: Jesus Christ brings salvation to all.
One: Light shines on those who live in darkness,
All: For a child is born to us this night.   
One: Let us worship God.

Christmas Greeting   Rev. Dr. Meghan Gage-Finn                           

*Please stand as you are able.



Hymn No. 140 Once in Royal David’s City    
Ella Williamson (8 pm), Carlie Owens (10 pm), soloists

Congregation stands and sings when directed. 

Solo: Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid  her baby in a manger for his bed. 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.  

Choir: He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,  
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall. 
With the poor, oppressed, and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy.  

Jesus is our childhood’s pattern, day by day like us he grew;  
he was little, weak and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew;  
and he feels for all our sadness, and he shares in all our gladness.  

*All: And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love,  
for that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above; 
and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone. 

Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him; but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high;  
where, like stars his children crowned, all in white shall wait around.  

Lighting of the Christ Candle     Vince and Barbara Thomas, Mary and Michael (8 pm)
Don Ristad and Kent Cassidy (10 pm) 

*Hymn No. 141 On This Day Earth Shall Ring  

Prayer of Adoration & Confession (unison)  Rev. David Tsai Shinn
God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in the dark-
ness. We confess that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted good news to be good. 
We have closed our eyes to the glory in our midst, expecting little, and hoping for less. 
Forgive our doubt, and renew our hope, so that we may receive the fullness of your grace, 
and live in the truth of Christ the Lord. Amen.



Anthem O Magnum Mysterium  Morten Lauridsen 
Westminster Choir; Dr. Amanda Weber, conductor

O great mystery, and wonderful sacrament, that animals should see the new-born Lord, 
lying in a manger! Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was worthy to bear Christ the Lord. 
Alleluia! 

Madonna and Child, by N. K. Misra, watercolor on paper, 1966, India
The Westminster Collection, on view in the Westminster Gallery

Listening for the Word
Reading from Holy Scripture

Matthew 1:18-25 (NT, p. 1)



Hymn The Angel Gabriel



Reading from Holy Scripture     Rev. Alexandra Jacob
John 1:9-14, 16-18 (NT, p. 79)     

*Hymn No. 110 Love Has Come 

Reading from Holy Scripture      
I John 4:7-9, 11-12 (NT, p. 213)

Meditation What Love Looks Like Rev. Dr. Tim Hart-Andersen

Responding to the Word
*Hymn No. 119 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Offertory Sentences 
Worshippers are invited to use the “Give” link on the livestream page or online on our web-
site or via Realm, or mail a check to support the mission and ministry of Westminster

Offertory Anthem Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day  John Gardner
Tomorrow shall be my dancing day: I would my true love did so chance to see the legend 
of my play, to call my true love to my dance: Sing O my love, O my love, my love, my love; 
this have I done for my true love. 
Then was I born of a virgin pure, of her I took fleshly substance; thus was I knit to man’s 
nature, to call my true love to my dance: Sing O my love, O my love, my love, my love; this 
have I done for my true love. 
In a manger laid and wrapped I was, so very poor, this was my chance, betwixt an ox and a 
silly poor ass, to call my true love to my dance: Sing O my love, O my love, my love, my love; 
this have I done for my true love. 
Then afterwards baptized I was; the Holy Ghost on me did glance, my Father’s voice heard 
from above, to call my true love to my dance: Sing O my love, O my love, my love, my love; 
this have I done for my true love. 



Christmas Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer  Rev. Alanna Simone Tyler
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn No. 122 Silent Night, Holy Night

Tolling of the Bells

Benediction 
The people respond with “Amen.”

Postlude Silent Night, Holy Night  Franz Xaver Gruber



Welcome! We are grateful for your presence and invite you  
to participate in our worship, mission, and programs. 

Welcome, Children! Westminster welcomes children of all ages to participate in 
our worship. If, for any reason, you and your child need to leave the sanctuary, 
you can visit the Tower Room in the southwest corner off the balcony for a 
kid-friendly space.
8:30 Worship Join us for the 8:30 am Worship in Westminster Hall, resuming 
January 9. This 40-minute service explores the same readings and themes as 
the 10:30 am Worship, but in a less formal setting and format centered around 
the sacrament of Communion each week. All are welcome in person and on 
livestream: westminstermpls.online.church

Get Involved
Support Westminster Ministries in 2022
If you haven’t already done so, please support Westminster’s 2022 ministries by 
pledging via your Realm login, or by returning your pledge card. Thank you for 
supporting God’s work through Westminster, and for Belonging to the Beloved 
Community!
Volunteer to be a Lay Reader
If you’re interested in volunteering as a lay reader, attend the Lay Reader Training 
session on Sunday, January 9, following the 10:30 am service. Contact Priscilla 
Northenscold at pjnorth59@me.com to register and for more information.
Groveland Food Shelf Donations for December
Through December 31, we are collecting diapers of all sizes; hand, face, and 
body lotions; cooking and seasoning spices for Groveland this month. Place 
items in the boxes located near the entrances of the 1st and 2nd parking levels 
and outside the Chapel.
Deliver Meals to Downtown Neighbors 
Westminster’s Meals on Wheels partner, Community Emergency Services 
(CES), will expand meal delivery starting in January 2022. CES invites us as 
individuals, in pairs, or as part of a group to commit to a specific weekly route 
for about 2 hours in the late morning on either Tuesday or Thursday. Interested 
in learning more? Email: act@wpc-mpls.org

 Westminster Cares 
Births, Adoptions, Baptisms Contact Janice Teliczan, jteliczan@wpc-mpls.org.
Prayer Companions 1st Sundays, 11:30 am, Prayer Room
Blood Pressure Screening, 3rd Sundays, 9:30-10:15 am & 11:30 am-Noon, 
Bates Room



Friday, December 24 
4 pm | Family Christmas Eve Service | Sanctuary *
8 pm | Candlelight Christmas Eve Service | Sanctuary *
10 pm | Candlelight Christmas Eve Service | Sanctuary *
Sunday, December 26
10 am-12:30 pm | The Gift of Love | Westminster Gallery
10:30 am | Worship, Jim Cochrane preaching | Sanctuary *
5 pm | FEAST | Plymouth Congregational Church
Monday, December 27
Church offices closed
Thursday, December 30
10 am | Magnet Senior Center | Bushnell Room
Saturday, January 1
9:30 am | Downtown Coalition for Grief | Zoom
Sunday, January 2
10 am-12:30 pm | The Gift of Love | Westminster Gallery
10:30 am | Worship, Rev. Dr. Tim Hart-Andersen preaching | Sanctuary *
11:45 am | Meisel Sunday Celebration | Meisel Room *

* May also be viewed via Livestream westminstermpls.online.church

This Week at Westminster | December 24-Jan. 2 
Visit westminstermpls.org/events for more details about events.



Daily Phone Devotions
612.332.7087

December 24  ................................. Titus 2:11-14
25 ......................................... Luke 2:1-14, (15-20)
26  ..................................................... Luke 2:41-52
27 ..........................................................Psalm 148
28  .............................................Revelation 21:1-7
29  ..................................... 1 Corinthians 3:10-17
30 ............................................. Jeremiah 31:7-14
31 .............................................. Psalm 147:12-20
January 1 ................................. Ephesians 1:3-14
2 .............................................. John 1:(1-9), 10-18

O Magnum Mysterium, by Morten Lauridsen, is printed with permission under One License #A-
704045. All rights reserved.

Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day, by John Gardner, is streamed with permission under One 
License #A-704045. All rights reserved.



Join us for worship and adult education 
in-person (masks required), via livestream 

westminstermpls.online.church or   
facebook.com/westminstermpls

Sundays  
8:30 am Worship (Westminster Hall)
9:15 am Adult Education (Recreation Room)  
Social Justice Forum (Meisel Room)
10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)
Wednesdays 
6 pm Silence & Song (Westminster Hall)

1200 Marquette Avenue | Minneapolis 55403
westminstermpls.org | 612.332.3421

@westminstermpls

Worship Schedule for December 26-January 2

Sunday, December 26, 2021  
10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary; masks required)
Sunday, January 2, 2022  
10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary; masks required)

Regular service times resume with Wednesday Worship on 
January 5, 2022, at 6 pm.


