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Does it Line Up? 

David Shinn & Rachel Sheild 

Sunday, August 29, 2021  

Leviticus 19:33-37 
 

 

David Shinn: August is coming to an end. It is the time of 

the year for students and families to prepare for school, 

and we keep them in our prayers for their preparations. It 

is time to take in all the beauty and appreciate our 

Minnesota gorgeous summer, especially with the extreme 

heat at first, smoke from the wildfire, and then the 

drought. It is also time for your beloved Westminster staff 

to gather for their annual staff retreat.  

 

With the exception of last year’s online version, we gather 

in person and prepare for the coming program year. This 

year, with COVID safety protocol in mind and in heart, 

the entire staff gathered safely for two days, and the clergy 

stayed for one more day. We gathered to plan, strategize, 

imagine, deliberate, play, (yes we played board games 

together), and worship. That was the manna that we all 

needed for our collective spirits. We recalibrate to the 
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vision that Tim has set before us. “Belong.” We are 

rejuvenated with the collaborative and innovative ideas 

from each other. And we reconnect with the good and 

faithful people we serve this congregation together.  

 

We have an intergenerational church from the youngest 

newborns to our senior adults. We have a staff that reflects 

the diversity and range from Families, Youth, and 

Children ministries to the senior adult ministry. With 

clergy team and program staff team, our children, our 

youth, our young adults, our families, our sandwich 

generations, and our wiser and senior adults ministry’s 

needs and callings for faithfulness and justice are honored, 

celebrated, and activated. God is moving in, between, 

below, above, and among us. God’s Spirit is knitting all 

the generations together.  

 

As we move from the Time with Children and now to the 

sermon time, I am filled with gratitude to share this time 

with our Director of Congregational and Community 

Engagement, Rachel Sheild. Thank you, Rachel, for 

sharing this part of worship with us.  

 

Rachel Sheild: I was invited onto staff nearly 16 months 

ago in the very beginning of all that’s transpired with 
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COVID. A week into my position, George Floyd was 

killed on the streets of our city and the mourning, the 

anger, the righteous indignation of centuries of injustice 

bubbled over the brim into an uprising that flooded the 

streets of cities worldwide. The waves that rolled, we 

hope, have turned the tide of injustice towards a better 

representation of what God has imagined for us. And here 

we are at Westminster, geographically right in the middle 

of it. 

 

When I accepted the position of Director of 

Congregational and Community Engagement, it was with 

an electric excitement about joining a community with a 

deep tradition and conviction to be a telling presence in 

the city. As I got to know you, I heard over and over again 

how eager you are to lend your gifts to that work of God 

for love, peace, and justice. How much you’ve already 

done that, actually. And God has been so generous with 

Westminster in the giving of gifts! The talents, influence, 

and resources represented in this community are 

enormous. I am so honored to be given a front row seat in 

the engagement of those gifts in service of God’s mission. 

This week at the staff retreat, I shared a happy accident I 

made in learning how to do a query in our new REALM 

database. I discovered that there are at least 700 folks in 
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the Westminster database who live in what are considered 

the downtown zipcodes: 55401, 55402, 55403, 55404, and 

55415 . I tried again on Friday and the number, perhaps 

after our push to get everyone on REALM, was 859. That 

means that in this city, in the epicenter of a movement led 

by our black siblings to combat the sin of racism, where 

this week we heard news that students who rely on buses 

to get them to school on time might not make it because of 

COVID-related busing shortages, in a county where we 

have approximately 3,400 people experiencing 

homelessness each night, we have 859 Westminster folks 

who have aligned themselves with the mission of being a 

telling presence in the city. They live at the Carlyle, Booth 

Manor, Marquette Place, One Ten Grant, The Maryland, 

1225 LaSalle, Loring Green East, Loring Green West, 

Loring Towers, Greenway Gables, Rock Island Lofts, at 

Spruce Place 

 

Imagine if, in each building, on each block where 

Westminster folks lived, we identified and deployed 

Neighbor Ambassadors in Westminster’s mission of being 

a telling presence. What if we made a point to notice when 

neighbors were celebrating a new move, a graduation, a 

baby, a new business opening, a long-enduring 

partnership and celebrated with them? What if we took 
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note when they grieved a job loss, lamented the absence of 

a parent, expressed anger about an injustice they suffered 

and mourned with them? What if we prayed, not just with 

our lips, but with our hands and feet, with our time and 

talents, this prayer by an unknown author: 

 

Increase, O God, the spirit of neighborliness among us, that in 

peril we may uphold one another, in suffering tend to one 

another, and in homelessness, loneliness, or exile befriend one 

another. Grant us brave and enduring hearts that we may 

strengthen one another, until the disciplines and testing of these 

days are ended, and you again give peace in our time; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Where can we say “yes” to the Spirit’s invitation to be 

together in the ways identified in this prayer? As we 

intentionally build relationships in our buildings, blocks, 

schools, downtown businesses, community celebrations 

like art fairs and Pride, may we be more attuned to the 

ways She’s drawing us into a deeper and more loving and 

more just neighborliness.  
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David Shinn: Thank you, Rachel.  

 

To say “yes” to the Spirit’s invitation to a deeper and more 

loving neighborliness begins with trust. Our trust in God 

who will empower us, and our trust in each other as we 

serve this city and face challenges together.  

 

Our scripture lesson begins with Deuteronomy. In this 

pivotal chapter, the commentator from the Interpreter’s 

Bible Series names it “the great summon to obedience.” 

The obedience here is not a blind following but from a 

deep well of trust through the forty years of walking with 

God in the wilderness.  

 

If you recall, God led the recently liberated people of Israel 

to walk on dry land over the Red Sea. They watched God 

overcame the mighty Egyptian army, and then God led 

them to the edge of the promised land. There at the 

precipice of the beautiful land, after enduring 400 years of 

enslavement, they doubted God’s word and refused to 

enter and claim the promise from God. Their faith faltered 

and in fact, during the long journey, so did their great 

leader, Moses. This refusal is narrated for all generations 

in the book of Numbers. Because of their faith faltered at 

the moment of action, a generation of Israelites freed from 
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enslavement in Egypt were condemned to die in the 

wilderness and never enter the land God had prepared for 

them. Then forty years later, a new generation of Israelites 

stands on the threshold of the promise. Before they claim 

the promise, they must trust God.  

 

In today’s scripture, the walking congregation is called to 

trust in the teaching of the commandments and law. The 

fascinating thing about the commandments and laws is 

they do not function as a measuring stick of how far we 

have fallen short, but a vector pointing and encouraging 

us to press on forward to shape a better world. Trust is not 

easy, but it is necessary for any and all communities to go 

forward together.  

 

We as a country stands at the precipice of another civil 

right moment of our generation to press on the effort to 

dismantle systemic racism. That’s a goal is attainable 

when we work, serve, and trust God and each other. For 

our senior and wiser adult ministry, our Magnet Senior 

Center coordinator, Angelique, encourages us to think and 

plan a senior adult ministry that will endure for years to 

come. How will we trust God and each other to build this 

ministry?  
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Rachel, I believe you are also leading us in this effort and 

calling on us to be the ambassadors for this ministry.  

 

Rachel Sheild: I have already met many unofficial 

Neighbor Ambassadors here at Westminster and several 

of them are on what we used to call the New Old 

Adventure. I had the privilege of working with these folks 

as they reimagined ministry by and to older adults in our 

community. I’ve listened to them discern this year how 

God has called them to live out God’s mission here at 

Westminster. I’ve been impressed by the practical ways 

they’ve committed to do this. They looked at the relative 

homogeneity in the committee and examined what 

barriers there might be to people from different socio 

economic, gender, sexual, racial, ethnic, and ability groups 

to be at the table with us. Are we casting the invitation 

widely enough? Are our meetings at an accessible time 

and place? Are we making the assumption that all older 

adults don’t need to work anymore? Why do the NOA 

and Magnet programs have such similar goals, but seem 

to operate relatively separate of each other, attracting 

different kinds of participants? What can we learn from 

our younger siblings and how can we more effectively 

extend what we have to offer to them? How can we all 

better partner together? Asking themselves those 
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questions and others, they made a decision to change their 

name to Third Age and cast a new vision for Westminster 

to be a more inclusive, interconnected, involved and 

multigenerational church. Through sustained, 

imaginative, collaborative and informative programming, 

the Third Age ministry provides a place of belonging for 

Westminster’s older adults to thrive spiritually, socially, 

physically and intellectually.  

 

Sue Kolar has accepted leadership of the Third Age 

ministry as the new chair. She has exceptional gifts of 

administration and is thoughtful and persistent about 

making space at the table for each person who wants to 

contribute to be heard. She doesn’t just say with her lips 

that it’s important to build a stronger partnership with 

Magnet, she shows up at Nature Walks and Tai Chi to 

fellowship across ministry areas. Sue doesn’t just say with 

her lips that intergenerational connections are important, 

she attended each intergenerational play event this 

summer, standing in the rain at the greeter table at Pride 

& Play, warmly reaching out to each person who came up 

the stairs, and cheered on kids of all ages at the Flamingo 

Toss for the picnic this Saturday.  Sue leads with 

consistency, authenticity, and humble strength. Sue 
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reminds me of Jesus. So many in our Third Age 

Community do as well.  

 

David Shinn: Wow, where do I sign up for this group?  

 

Thank God for the ministry of the Magnet Senior Center, 

and also for the Third Age. Thank God for Sue’s 

leadership and the Third Age’s committee’s faithfulness.  

 

Rachel, you asked many important questions for us to 

ponder. Thank you. As we consider how we can learn 

from our younger siblings and extend the community to 

the wiser siblings, we come to the book of Mark and see 

Jesus’ call to us to examine our hearts. What comes out 

through our words and our actions determine what is 

genuine and what is not.  

 

Again, Jesus is in trouble with the religious leaders of his 

time. Their preoccupation with absolute adherence to the 

law based only on their own interpretation, which is male 

centric and for the preservation of their power, clouds 

them to miss the point of the law. To this point, Jesus 

points out the incongruence of the religious leaders’ 

internal confession and external expression. The point of 

disagreement and thus indictment of Jesus is on the 
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tradition of the elder and the purity law. Jesus’ response in 

vv. 6b-7, by citing the Greek version of Isaiah 29:13, points 

out the misinterpretation of God’s commandments. For 

Jesus, he rejects their interpretation as personal precepts 

and blind following of obscure purity laws.  

 

As our Theologian in residence, Matt Skinner, writes, “The 

Isaiah passage introduces a contrast between the 

lips/mouth and the heart, and Jesus builds on this 

contrast to transform the issue into one about defilement 

and how a human body becomes polluted. Simply put, 

impurity is a matter of the heart, not the mouth.” 

 

Yet the roots of this doctrinal extremism persist in 

American Christianity today. The extreme emphasis on 

purity and thus misinterpretation and application of 

purity-based theology has resulted in extreme ideology 

and practices.  

 

Michael Luo, a staff writer from The New Yorker, titled 

his article “American Christianity’s White Supremacy 

Problem.” He writes about the embeddedness of racist 

attitudes and practices in the white church throughout the 

history of our country. Luo sites Fredrick Douglas’ first of 

the three autobiographies, “Narratives of the Life of 
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Frederick Douglass.” When Douglass’ enslaver, Thomas 

Auld, became a Christian believer at a Methodist camp 

meeting, Douglass had harbored the hope that Auld’s 

conversion, in August 1832, might lead him to emancipate 

his enslaved people, or at least “make him” more kind and 

humane.” Sadly, the conversation, the daily devotion of 

morning, noon, and night prayers, the hosting of itinerant 

preachers and camp meetings, “he used his faith as license 

to inflict pain and suffering upon his slaves.” Witnessing 

Auld whipping an enslaved woman while quoting “He 

that knoweth his mater’s will, and doeth it not, shall be 

beaten with many stripes.”  

 

The extreme emphasis on purity and the power of one’s 

race. In our nation, the White race, colluded with twisted 

interpretation of divine mandate for purity persists. We 

witness such demonstration of power on January 6 when 

White extremist groups emboldened by their 

understanding of Christian ideology and preservation of 

their race stormed the capitol.  

 

Much of the purity theology has built on examining 

what’s outside a person’s body and not what’s inside. The 

base of a White supremacist Christian theology is solely 

on a person’s race and the color of the person’s skin. The 
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base of a patriarchal misogynist theology is solely on a 

person’s gender or gender identification. The base of a 

homophobic theology is solely on who a person chooses to 

love. Black and Brown bodies, female and transgender 

bodies, queer and gay bodies have been deemed by those 

who focus on what’s external as the ground of their racist, 

sexist, homophobic interpretation and thus application of 

their faith.  

 

Here in our church, we do not espouse and nor practice 

such purity driven misguided theology. In fact, we seek to 

include young bodies, old bodies, abled and differently 

abled bodies, cisgender and gay bodies, Black, Brown, and 

White bodies, and bodies of your own gender 

identification. All bodies are welcome here.  

 

Rachel, on this subject of body and wisdom. I believe you 

have a story for us.  

 

Rachel Sheild: I have a friend named Ned who is in his 

seventies. Ned has spent his life leading other leaders. He 

has travelled the world offering support and strategy to 

those who have invited him. Ned walks into a room with 

confidence and poise. When Ned talks, people listen. A 

couple of years ago, Ned had a series of strokes. As a 
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result, part of his face became limp. His body curled into 

itself and softened. Ned’s speech blurred. His balance and 

gait became uneven. Sometimes, when we eat together, he 

has food on his face.  

 

This past year has been an especially difficult one for me. 

Ned has been praying for me regularly. He asks me how 

things are going and he listens intently. He tells me he is 

on my team. Ned was the pastor of a church of which I 

was part that didn’t recognize the equal standing of 

women. This year, Ned apologized more than once for 

ways that his leadership didn’t include me and other 

women and says he wishes he would have. In recent 

years, Ned has spoken out against the ways people who 

call themselves Christians have upheld leadership he 

believed was evil and he’s lost friendships as a result. A 

couple of weeks ago, while sitting on his patio, Ned 

offered me a cigar (Ned has taken to stashing some of my 

favorite kind and calling them “Rachel’s cigars”), and 

shared something he felt God had put on his heart for me. 

He read from Psalm 71, which he’s taken to reading 

weekly as he’s aged. Here’s an excerpt: But me? I will hope. 

Always. I will praise you more and more. My mouth will tell of 

your righteous deeds, of your saving acts all day long---though I 

know not how to relate them all...Since my youth, God, you have 
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taught me and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds. Even 

when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, my God, till I declare 

your power to the next generation, your mighty acts to all who 

are to come. 

 

Ned says that he’s especially focused on the plea about 

God continuing to use him when he’s old and gray to 

declare God’s power to the next generation. I think about 

what that means in the context of this Ned who is sitting in 

front of me. We might have thought that Ned’s witness of 

God’s power was most potent when Ned was healthier, 

had more standing, stature, strength. That is what our 

world calls “power.” But instead, I look at how God has 

molded Ned in his later years. How Ned has softened and 

slowed, weakened physically, shrunk a bit. And I think 

about how this Ned seems more present with me when we 

talk than before. How he has humbled himself to make 

apologies. How he has held unpopular opinions among 

his peers. And I think of how the God of the Universe 

shrunk and curled and humbled himself to become present 

with us in a baby’s body. How he took on a weaker and 

softer and slower form to love us in a way that we could 

understand. It strikes me that God embodied Godself in 

this way to show us how God’s power can be declared in 

ways we do not always expect or even respect. And so 

when I speak of God’s rich gifts among us, yes I mean this 
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magnificent building, and the nationally-known 

musicians, and those in the pews who run companies and 

governments and foundations. But I also think of the little 

ones whose big voices interrupt us when we take 

ourselves too seriously; elders who may have shrunk an 

inch or two or forgotten a thing or two; our neighbors who 

sleep outside this doorway; and anyone whose mental 

health status or manner of speaking or identity expression 

we might have, in a previous age or maybe even today, 

worried could undermine the dignity of a situation. And I 

love that God constantly undermines our incomplete 

sense of what is dignified by very simply insisting each 

and every one of us in every single body at every single 

age is worthy of full dignity and respect and inclusion in 

the family (and work) of God.  And that, I think, is what 

will enable us to activate the biggest and most beautiful 

family of Neighbor Ambassadors; a true telling presence 

in this city.  

 

David Shinn: Thank you Rachel. What a joy to share the 

pulpit with you. Let’s all go forth to deepen our trust in 

God, and be the ambassador of God’s generous and 

beautiful grace from our hearts to our hands. Amen.  

 


