
Westminster re-opened 
for in-person worship in 
March and through the 

last five months we have incremen-
tally increased the activities and 
number of people allowed into the 
church building. Now, as fall approach-
es and the new program year with 
it, we want to create a space where 
members and friends feel comfort-
able returning to the building and 
activities. This August, you are invited 
to a variety of community connec-
tion events to reintroduce you to the 
space, the people, and community. We 
encourage you to come to as many as 
you feel comfortable. 

EVENING HYMN SING-ALONG 
AUGUST 18 | 6 PM | SANCTUARY 
Meet our new Organist and Ensemble 
Director Joseph Trucano (see page 6) 
and join us for a hymn sing.

SPOKES AND FLOATS (rescheduled) 
AUGUST 18 | 6:30 PM 
This rescheduled event will follow the 
Hymn Sing-Along and include sweet 
treats, decorating wheels, blessing of 
the bikes (and scooters, wheelchairs, 
walkers, and skateboards), and then a 
parade down the greenway together 
with a kazoo band.

FAMILIES, YOUTH, & CHILDREN 
OPEN HOUSE 
AUGUST 21 | 10 AM-NOON 
Westminster families with children 
ages 3 through high school are invited 

to a drop-in open house. 
Students will be able to 
visit classrooms, meet 
Church School leaders, 
and get acquainted with 
how they will move 
through spaces when 
they return to in-person 
worship. (See page 8-9 
for more.)

ADULT EDUCATION  
OPEN HOUSE 
AUGUST 25 | 5:30 PM 
AUGUST 31 | 5:30 PM  
There will be two similar opportuni-
ties to reconnect with our church 
space through self-guided tours and a 
discussion with Scholar for Adult Edu-
cation Matt Skinner about the upcom-
ing program year for Adult Education. 

INTERGENERATIONAL PLAY 
EVENT: PICNIC AND LAWN GAMES 
AUGUST 28 | 11 AM-1 PM 
This churchwide event will include a 
picnic lunch, lawn games led by dif-
ferent ministry teams, a church open 
house, and opportunities to learn 
more about ministry areas. 

FAITH IN ACTION 5TH SUNDAY 
AUGUST 29 | 11:30 AM-12:30 PM 
The Justice and Mission ministry area 
will host tables after worship. Stop by 
to learn more about serving at FEAST, 
participating on the Eco-Justice team, 
and many other ways to get involved 
with Faith in Action. 

ALL-CHURCH OPEN HOUSE & 
SCAVENGER HUNT 
SEPTEMBER 1 | 5-7 PM 
This churchwide event will include 
quiet reflection to recognize the joy 
and challenge of separation, as well 
as light snacks, a scavenger hunt, and 
information about ministry areas.

Save the Date: September 12 
Coming Together Sunday
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Returning to the Building & 
Gathering in Community 
by Suzanne McInroy, Director of Communications

In this Issue
• Learn more about community-

connection tool Realm

• Read about fall programming 
for Adult Education, Third Age 
(formerly New Old Adventure), 
and Families, Youth, and  
Children

• Meet two new staff members
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Westminster and other 
non-profits are seeing a 
significant increase in 

giving from donor-advised funds. 
But what is a donor-advised fund, 
exactly? Essentially, it’s a fund you 
set up at a community founda-
tion, financial institution, or the 
Presbyterian Foundation from which 
periodic grants are made. You make 
an initial irrevocable gift and may 
receive an immediate charitable 
income tax deduction. You determine 
when to make grants, which min-
istries you wish to support, and the 
amount you wish to give. Some have 
likened it to a “charitable checkbook,” 
since it’s comprised of money set 
aside specifically to express your 
charitable values.  

Donor-advised funds (DAFs) have 
several advantages. They are 
convenient to set up, flexible, and 
allow for a central family record of 
giving. They allow for anonymous 
giving if desired, and perhaps most 
importantly, they promote strategic 
and proactive giving.  

For example, donor-advised funds 
can be an excellent vehicle for teach-
ing philanthropy. Young families 
can delegate a portion of the fund for 
their child to decide where, how, and 
how much to contribute to a favorite 
cause. Older parents can use DAFs to 
talk about legacy with their grown 
children; name them as successor ad-
visors, and set important examples 
of creating lasting family values.  

Finally, donor-advised funds offer 
a convenient vehicle for tax advan-
taged giving. You can stage contribu-
tions (such as appreciated stock) to 
maximize tax deductions in a given 
year, and then disburse the funds to 
favorite causes over time, including 
years when no gifts are added to the 
fund. 

In the words of John Calvin, “All 
the blessings we enjoy are Divine 
deposits, committed to our trust 
on this condition, that they should 
be dispensed for the benefit of our 
neighbors.” Is there a better reason 
to give prayerfully, strategically, and 
tax effectively?

Intentional Giving with Donor-
Advised Funds
by Mary Hess, Director of Stewardship

Stay Connected 
in Community 
with Realm  
by Suzanne McInroy, Director of 
Communications

Realm is here, but you may be won-
dering, what is it? Technically, Realm is 
new church management software to 
update the database. But what is more 
relevant to you is it allows you to con-
nect to one another and to Westmin-
ster in new and easier ways.

Recently, you should have received 
an email inviting you to join Realm. 
(Didn’t get the email? Check your 
“spam” or “junk” folders. If it’s not 
there, contact Deb Wagner.) Use the 
email to login, edit your profile by 
reviewing your information, and 
add a photo as well as any skills and 

interests you want to share. Then, 
manage your account privacy settings 
by allowing anyone in the church to 
see your information (similar to the 
former directory) or customizing what 
information is shared. You can update 
your settings to allow members to see 
as little or as much of your informa-
tion as you wish.

We know this is a lot of information 
and you may need help. You can find 
more information on our website, in-
cluding how-to-videos, questions and 
answers, and contacts in case you get 
stuck. Also, look for Realm information 
tables at the upcoming August events 
and Coming Together Sunday. We are 
happy to walk you through the steps 
in person! 

Legacy Moment
Did you know? Assets in a retirement account can 
be taxed heavily if you leave them to your heirs. 
Consider naming Westminster as beneficiary of a 
portion of your retirement account, and in doing 
so, leave a legacy of gratitude that will help sustain 
future generations in ministry. 

To learn more, email Mary Hess or visit the Legacy 
Giving website. Thank you! 

mailto:dwagner%40wpc-mpls.org?subject=
https://www.westminstermpls.org/realm
mailto:mhess%40wpc-mpls.org?subject=Legacy%20Giving
http://westminstermpls.org/legacy-giving
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Clergy & StaffFrom Our Pastor
Dear friends,

On July 25, my wife Beth and I attended our daugh-
ter Madeline’s installation service in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, where she was called last fall as pastor of 
Westminster Presbyterian Church. We drove down 
from Ghost Ranch to sit proudly in the pew.

Madeline had been ordained last November at West-
minster, Minneapolis, shortly after being elected as 
pastor in Santa Fe. The church delayed the installa-
tion service until members could celebrate in person 
with their new minister in the sanctuary of the church. 

Tom Hart, Beth’s brother, a pastor in Albuquerque, gave the Charge to the new 
pastor and the congregation. Linda Loving, our seminary classmate, good friend, 
and former minister at the House of Hope in St Paul, preached a moving ser-
mon on the Samaritan woman at the well. The installation concluded a lengthy 
process that began with Madeline’s call into ministry that led her to seminary in 
2015. 

It occurred to me that the process really began long before that. At the service, 
the moderator of the presbytery referred to Madeline’s baptism. I remember that 
day well: Sunday, December 25, 1988, Christmas Day. Beth was the associate pas-
tor at Lakewood First Presbyterian in Long Beach, California. 

There were four babies being baptized that morning. Three of them were calm 
and quiet, maybe even asleep. Not our six-month old. I was holding her, and she 
was wailing. We had decided that Madeline would be last in the lineup. I was the 
embarrassed dad, holding her as she expressed herself at high volume.

Finally, our turn came and I happily made the hand-off. Beth dipped into the 
water and said the ancient baptismal words as she touched her daughter’s head. 
Madeline howled through it all. But when Beth turned to face the congregation 
and lift that dripping wet baby to introduce her, Madeline instantly stopped cry-
ing. She looked out at the people in the pews, perfectly at peace, a slight smile on 
her face, and they looked back at her. 

A theologian once said that baptism is the only ordination we need. When we go 
through the water we become part of the priesthood of all believers. It launches 
our lifelong vocation of following Jesus – however we may pursue that calling.

This fall Westminster will begin another church school year, fulfilling promises 
made at the font.

See you in church—in person!

Grace and peace,
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The Bible Then and Now:  
Can We Make Friends with the Holy Spirit? 
Mondays through August 23 | 7-8:30 pm 
As summer draws to an end, it’s not too late to join an ongoing investigation of 
the biblical book the Acts of the Apostles and its descriptions of the Holy Spirit’s 
influence on Jesus’ ancient followers. In this series, we are looking at the book of 
Acts for guidance in thinking about how we can reclaim an understanding of the 
Holy Spirit in order to strengthen community, build bridges, foster hope, encour-
age creativity, and spark joy. We meet online, via Zoom, on Mondays, 7-8:30 pm. To 
register and receive links to the remaining sessions, visit the Adult Ed page.  

Coming Together, Singing Our Faith
Choirs for all ages plan to re-launch safely this September with in-person rehears-
als on Wednesday evenings. Whether you’ve sung your whole life or have always 
wanted to give it a try, now is a great time to join. All are welcome! For more infor-
mation, contact Amanda Weber. 

Families, Youth, and Children Gatherings 
This summer, parents and caregivers have been gathering over Zoom and some-
times in person. Join us in August! Contact Marie for Zoom information.

For information about Dads Group, contact Brandon Tourtelotte or David Shinn. 

Family Matters & Moms Group 
Family Matters will gather over Zoom on Sunday, August 8, at 9 am and Moms 
Group will gather over Zoom on Wednesday, August 11 at 1:30 pm. Both groups 
will take some time to check in before turning attention to the fall. Join Marie 
in conversation about what’s in the works and where things stand, given the 
current status of Covid.  

Moms “Off the Clock” 
Thursday, August 26 | 9 pm | Zoom  
Take some time to wind down and play The Hygge Game, described as “cozy 
conversation in pleasant company.” It’s true! Both the conversation and the 
company have been very pleasant indeed! 

Save the Dates! Preview of Third Age’s Monthly Forums This Fall 
September 15: What Is Life’s Third Age? A Connection to Cuba 
Senior Pastor the Rev. Dr. Tim Hart-Andersen will speak on the spirituality of the 
Third Age and share about its connection to Cuba.

October 13: What Is Life’s Third Age? A Scientific Approach 
We will explore and discuss life’s Third Age with video clips from Ken Dychtwald, 
PhD. Ken is a psychologist, gerontologist, best-selling author, and one of America’s 
foremost thought leaders regarding the implications of living longer. 

November 10: Grief and the Holidays  
Join us to hear from David Hottinger, Hennepin County Medical Center’s chaplain, 
for a discussion about grief in preparation for the holidays. 

Monthly Third Age forums are generally held from 11 am-1 pm and take place in 
person at Westminster, but will also be available online through Zoom. Registration 
details will be sent through email, so if you’d like to be on the Third Age email list,  
contact Rachel Sheild.

WPC Happenings Daily Phone
DEVOTIONS

612.332.7087
August 
1 John 6:24-35
2 Ephesians 4:17-24
3 1 Corinthians 12:27-31
4  Isaiah 55:1-9
5 1 Kings 19:4-8
6 Psalm 34:1-8
7 Ephesians 4:25-5:2
8 John 6:35, 41-51
9 1 Kings 17:1-16
10 2 Peter 3:14-18
11 Jeremiah 31:1-6
12 Proverbs 9:1-6
13 Psalm 34:9-14
14 Ephesians 5:15-20
15 John 6:51-58
16 Acts 6:1-7
17 Psalm 36
18 Mark 8:14-21
19 Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18
20 Psalm 34:15-22
21 Ephesians 6:10-20
22 John 6:56-69
23 Psalm 119:97-104
24 Ephesians 6:21-24
25 John 15:16-25
26 Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9
27 Psalm 15
28 James 1:17-27
29 Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
30 Deuteronomy 4:9-14
31 1 Peter 2:19-25

IN MEMORY 2021
Lloyd White, June 19 

Sr. Joan Tuberty, June 26 
John (Jack) Allen, June 30 

Jan Hanson, July 2 
Solomon Soh, July 18
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BIRTHS
Mabel Gene Weith 

 September 23, 2019

William George Krum 
May 28, 2020

Rowan Edward Crouch-Dodson 
 June 4, 2021

https://www.westminstermpls.org/grow/adult-learning/adult-ed/bible-then-and-now/
mailto:aweber%40wpc-mpls.org?subject=Choirs
mailto:mkruskop%40wpc-mpls.org?subject=
mailto:btourtelotte20%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:dshinn%40wpc-mpls.org?subject=
mailto:rsheild%40wpc-mpls.org?subject=


Caring for Community through 
Covid Losses 
by David Tsai Shinn, Associate Pastor for Congregational Care

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
    and the flame shall not consume you. Isaiah 43:2

In the context of God’s promise of deliverance and protection, Isaiah writes to 
the exiled people that God will not abandon them and, in fact, God will carry 
them through all forms of difficulties and challenges. 

The past year-and-a-half has certainly been challenging and revealing. We 
have witnessed the destruction of this virus, and the pervasiveness of systemic 
racism. Furthermore, for many in our community, we have experienced loss of 
loved ones along with the ways to grieve their deaths and celebrate their lives. 
As the Covid safety protocols shift and we begin to re-open the church, we are 
able to have congregational gatherings for worship and memorial services 
again. Just a few weeks ago, we remembered Max Maguire, and a week after-
ward, we remembered Alice Campbell. By the time you read this article, we will 
have remembered Lloyd White. 

As we continue to open our doors wider, we are inviting you to join us in 
person or on livestream as we gather to worship our God who will deliver 
us through fire and water of life, and remember and celebrate the loved one 
whom we lost. May God’s strong presence and never-ending love be with us as 
we grieve for our personal, congregational, and societal losses. 
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So much of the summer is 
behinds us. Many are aware of 
Westminster’s progressive, well 

thought out reopening to in-person 
worship attendance and its many 
activities. Coming Together Sunday 
will soon be upon us and the Health 
and Healing Ministry needs to plan its 
yearlong programs, consistent with 
the Call to Healing and Wholeness 
from the 1995 207th general as-
sembly which states, “this church, as 
a body of Christ is called to be a com-
munity of health and healing in every 
level and location of its common life.”

I am thrilled to be chair of this ministry 
but need your help with program 
development. This year, in addition to 
programs on health promotion and 
wellness activities in the past, it is 
my mission to expand programming 
so all may flourish regardless of 
circumstance spiritually, physically, 
and psychosocially. Ministry growth 
in several areas as a faith community 
may include physical health in the 
form of exercise classes, yoga, or Tai 
Chi, or small group sessions on the 
mental impact of reentry into com-
munity after the pandemic.  

Do you see yourself being called to a 
ministry where spiritual health is cen-
tral to health as a dynamic process 
that embodies the psychosocial and 
physical dimensions of wellbeing? 
Are you trying to find a place of 
meaning where your talents and time 
develop new and creative responses 
to promote health and wellness while 
addressing illness concerns?

For more information, please contact 
Michelle Henry.

Health and  
Healing  
Ministry 
by Michelle Henry, Health and  
Healing Ministry

New Old Adventure Becomes Third Age 
by Dorothy Simpson, Westminster member

Three years ago, a group of committed lay leaders formed a group to minister 
with and to older adults in our community. They formed a committee to plan 
monthly programs and chose the name New Old Adventure (NOA), which was 
meant to illustrate how differently people live their older years now than in earlier 
times. Although the name and NOA served the purpose for our first few years, 
the committee decided a new name would better communicate an expanded 
purpose for a broader group of people. The group voted and agreed on the 
name “Third Age,” which is simpler to understand and eliminates the word “old,” 
which some felt had negative connotations.  

What is the Third Age? If life is made of three ages, the first age is youth, the 
second age is that period of time when career and family occupy most of one’s 
time and energy. Following that is the Third Age when there are often fewer 
commitments and more flexibility in personal schedules. This is the period of 
life that will be our focus—to create programs for Westminster’s Third Age to 
thrive spiritually, socially, physically, and intellectually. We recognize that it is 
critical for people at this point in life to stay engaged, have social contacts, and a 
sense of purpose and hope to design programming to facilitate that.

See the new program offerings in Happenings on opposite page. 

mailto:mlhenry757%40gmail.com?subject=


Keith Kopatz Hired as Audio/Visual  
Coordinator  
by Nicole Cueno, Senior Director of Operations and Administration

It is with an eye to a more virtually accessible future that we introduce Keith Kopatz. 
Many may know Keith’s steady presence in his tech contract work for us. He will be 
joining us in the new position of Audio/Visual Coordinator August 15.

Keith has a background steeped in audio engineering and production. He has been an 
audio and video freelancer for more than 10 years, with clients including Crooners, 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres, and Prince, among others. Within that time, Keith was 
also the studio manager at McNally Smith College of Music where he managed 11 re-
cording studios and helped staff and train a team of house engineers. Keith completed 
schooling at Masters Recording Institute and Minneapolis Media Institute, where he 
also worked as adjunct faculty and lab support specialist.

With the addition of this position, we commit our future to what the last year has 
shown us: the consistent ability to livestream our worship services and events to 
expand our reach and accessibility. Keith has worked with us through that process and 
we are delighted to deepen that commitment. Keith will join the Facilities Team, and 
continue to collaborate with our dedicated tech contractors Eric Adams and Joe Kokal.     
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Westminster welcomes Joseph Trucano as our new Or-
ganist and Ensemble Director. Joe holds organ perfor-
mance degrees from Concordia College (Moorhead, 

Minnesota) and Eastman School of Music (Rochester, New 
York), and comes to us most recently from Shepherd of the Hills 
Lutheran Church in Shoreview, Minnesota, where he has served 
as the Director of Music & Worship since 2016. In addition to his 
organ expertise, Joe is an accomplished cellist and the Founder and Artistic Director of Skål 
Chamber Collective, a cross-genre chamber music group that performs works from Classical 
to Pop and Indie Rock. Joe’s long-time work as a church musician has been complemented by 
five years working as an Associate Producer for MPR’s Pipedreams in close collaboration with 
Host and Senior Executive Producer Michael Barone. He brings a wealth of knowledge about 
repertoire and a passion for diverse music that is sure to continue and deepen Westminster’s 
commitment to arts and worship.

Joe will join Director of Worship and the Arts Amanda Weber and Associate Director of Music 
Kenneth Vigne in a collaborative music staffing model, using music as a tool to create mean-
ingful worship, build diverse community, and respond in creative ways to the world around us. 
In addition to serving as the organist for the 10:30 am Sunday worship service, Joe will direct 
Westminster’s Handbell Choir and the Choristers Choir (grades 4-6). Joe begins this position 
on August 2, with his first Sunday in worship on August 15.

When he is not playing the organ, you can find Joe running along the Mississippi, spending 
time with his dog (Norman) and cats (Walter & Roy), or getting sushi with his fiancé, Tanner.

  
New Westminster Organist  
and Ensemble Director 
by Amanda Weber, Director of Worship and the Arts

Goodbye 
to Vanessa 
Uzong 
by Meghan Gage-Finn,  
Executive Associate Pastor

In June, Westminster said farewell 
to Vanessa Uzong, who served as 
Westminster’s Receptionist, and 
Wedding and Memorial Service 
Coordinator for over six years. Van-
essa earned her bachelor’s degree 
in May and accepted a new posi-
tion, as a Communications Special-
ist for Doctor Relations.

Vanessa grew up at Westminster 
and as a staff member, she was the 
first face and voice of welcome to 

those entering the building and 
accessing the church’s ministries. 
She offered hospitality, care, and 
encouragement, and handled chal-
lenging situations with wisdom 
and in full witness to the church’s 
telling presence in the city. We 
rejoice with Vanessa at this next 
step toward her professional goals, 
even as we acknowledge we will 
miss her as part of the staff team 
and community! 

In June, Jessica Willson assumed 
the role of Interim Receptionist. 
She has filled this role in the past, 
and is familiar with the rhythms 
of the building. We thank Jessica 
for her willingness to support the 
ministries of the church. A search 
is underway to fill the Receptionist 
position and we will share up-
dates, as they are available.



August 2021  |  westminstermpls.org 7

Adult Ed Theme: Building the Beloved Community 
Construction, Restructuring, and Repair 
by Rachel Sheild, Director of Congregational and Community Engagement

Scripture tells us that we will be known as Jesus’ disciples by how we love each other and that the entirety of  
scripture can be summed up in two commands: Love God and love your neighbor. Last year, we saw increased  
awareness about the need to love better—more justly, mercifully, and humbly—but we also saw chasms deepen along 

political and social lines. Under these circumstances, how should we (and can we?) live together as Beloved Community?  
We have begun to move past the crisis of COVID, but after a long time of physical separation, how do we come together  
again and move forward while also remembering what we’ve learned? As the crisis of racial injustice continues, what  
commitments have we made to new ways of living and being together and how can we build habits and systems that  
reinforce those? Rather than “getting back to normal,” how do we construct a new normal? What can we learn about 
 healing and repair from Jesus’ approach to connecting with those different from him or on the margins? Join Adult  
Education this year at 9:15 am on Sundays as we explore how to construct, restructure, and repair the Beloved Community.

Adult Education Hour | Sundays at 9:15 am | Zoom and Livestream

• August 8 | Your Personal Play History and What it Means

• August 15 & 22 | Play as Worship

• August 29 | Let’s Play! Applying What We’ve Learned

How Might Christianity be 
Good for Democracy?
A New Adult Education Opportunity This Fall 
by Matt Skinner, Scholar for Adult Education

In our fractured nation, many Christian congregations find 
themselves confused about how their faith compels them 
to participate in political processes and the responsibilities 

of good citizenship. Churches understand themselves as called 
to seek the welfare of the nation, but it’s easy to find different 
churches disagreeing about what that should look like. All the 
while, a sense of urgency grips many. In this program we will 
consider how the Christian church’s scriptures, symbols, values, 
and history influence how we think about democracy, its vitality, 
the influence of religious groups, and our obligations as follow-
ers of Jesus. We will turn to the Bible and other readings and 
ask how they set the stage for conversations about how we can 
move forward, promoting love and justice in a changing world. 
I will lead the sessions, providing plenty of space for discussion 
about how we engage these vital topics. This program will be held 
Monday nights, 7-8:30 pm, from September 20 through October 
25. You can participate in person, in the Meisel Room, or online 
simultaneously via Zoom. To register to receive links to participate 
online, visit the Adult Education section of the website.

Troop 100 again sent a contingent to the 
Boundary Waters for a week in June, sponsored 
by Westminster member Dick Flint. The boys 
fished, swam, portaged, swatted mosquitoes, 
got soaked and muddy, learned to cope in the 
wilderness, learned about each other, grew 
stronger physically and spiritually, and came 
home with memories that will last a lifetime. 
Many thanks to Dick Flint for his sponsorship 
of this Troop 100 activity!

https://www.westminstermpls.org/grow/adult-learning/adult-ed/
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Summers in Minnesota have a pace and 
rhythm all their own. This is true this 
summer as well, in part because we have 
experienced a somewhat slower pace due 
to the pandemic. With this in mind, I’ve 
been offering suggestions in our Westmin-
ster FYC Families Facebook Group from 
SALT’s family devotional Find Your Slow 
Summer (saltproject.org). These sugges-
tions – “Savor Summer with SALT” – are 
intended to help families “to slow down 
and enjoy God’s beauty all around.”

There have been weekly meal conversa-
tion starters like, “If you could ask God 
one question, what would it be?” or “If you 
had one superpower, what would it be?” 
There have been some that remind us to 
think of others like, “Write some sweet 

chalk messages on the sidewalk (or your 
driveway) for your neighbors.” There have 
been some that remind us of God and 
our faith like, “Watch a sunset and give 
thanks to God for the day!” or “Go swim-
ming and remember (or anticipate) your 
baptism. Consider a cannonball!” There 
have been some that are fun like, “Have 
a family game night. UNO anyone?” or 
“Blow bubbles!” or “Run through a sprin-
kler!” And some have simply been silly like, 
“Eat watermelon and have a seed spitting 
competition!” or “Hula hoops!”

We still have a good month of summer 
left. Savor it with your family. When we re-
turn in the fall, I’d love to hear the answer 
to this conversation starter: “What’s your 
favorite summer memory?” 

  
Find Your Slow Summer 
by Marie Kruskop, Coordinator of Early Childhood and Family Ministries

FYC: Fall  
Lookahead 
by Alexandra Mauney,  
Associate Pastor

After many, many months of 
online programming, the 
Families, Youth, and Children 

(FYC) team and lay leaders are thrilled 
to be planning a return to primarily 
in-person activities in the fall! We 
have been so grateful for the faith-
ful dedication of leaders and learn-
ers throughout these Covid months. 
Online activities have been rich and 
full of life, and we are grateful to 
be looking toward an in-person fall, 
remaining in close conversation with 
Westminster’s responsible building 
use task force members.

Families with children and youth 
of all ages are welcome to a Church 
School Open House from 10 am-noon 
on August 21, where you can spend 
time meeting this year’s Church 
School teachers and remember-
ing (or learning for the first time!) 
what it feels like to be in the Church 
School wing. Church School resumes 
on Coming Together Sunday (Sep-
tember 12). Our Wednesday evening 
activities – dinner in fellowship hall, 
children’s choir rehearsals, Confir-
mation, and fellowship opportuni-
ties – will resume that week, too, on 
September 15. In addition to Sunday 
morning Church School, our youth 
will be invited to a “Second Sunday 
Youth Group” this fall, meeting at 
the church on second Sundays. If 
you aren’t yet signed up for our FYC 
weekly newsletter email, this would 
be a great time to get plugged in! Stay 
tuned for more in-depth information 
about scheduling and details, includ-
ing how we will covenant to care for 
one another as we discern how to 
safely gather together.   

 

Children’s Library and Lowe Library 
to Reopen September 12 
by Barbara Mauk, librarian

You have been missed! A library certainly needs books, but to keep it 
alive, it needs people! Young and old alike. People to browse, to share 
enthusiasm about the books with each other, or to sink into our comfy 

chairs, tune out the world, and begin to turn the pages.

In the Children’s Library there are fanciful 
new story books as well as colorful books 
related to topics shared with Westminster 
children and families on Zoom and Day 
Camp during the time away.

In March 2020, new displays were created 
in the Lowe Library highlighting the 40th 
anniversary of the Town Hall Forum and 
Bill McKibben’s visit to Westminster. Check 
out those displays and browse the cart that 
displays new and newer arrivals. We have 
several copies of Caste by Isabel Wilkerson 
as well as a new selection of books by James 
Baldwin. There is a modest selection of new fiction to engage you.

Book returns are accepted at any time. We do not have fines and rarely scold! 
Just slide them onto the shelf marked Returns. Please note that book dona-
tions cannot be accepted at this time. We look forward to welcoming you back 
to the stacks on September 12.

https://www.saltproject.org/progressive-christian-blog/savoring-summer
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001yKVyJhIEkj63vQmgMQJLCBIVcXGizNPqzapBe3o8R0CQuayyy_Yrcr_j7YbZCX6Gs0bvwJbgYPY3uFYxeSUROaKzrcq0Asr5axpXw3Y-MfI%3D
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001yKVyJhIEkj63vQmgMQJLCBIVcXGizNPqzapBe3o8R0CQuayyy_Yrcr_j7YbZCX6Gs0bvwJbgYPY3uFYxeSUROaKzrcq0Asr5axpXw3Y-MfI%3D
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2021 Youth Service & Learning Weeks 
by Matt Lewellyn-Otten, Director of Youth Ministries

This summer, our junior high and senior high youth groups were each able to gather for wonderful weeks of service 
and learning. Although our current Covid realities meant that we needed to stay in town for both weeks rather than 
embark upon our usual overnight travel experiences, we found these days to be rich, fruitful, and fun! We give thanks 

for the Westminster community’s generosity at this year’s online Cabaret, which provided substantial financial resources for 
us to partner with organizations in learning and service. We are grateful!

• Our junior high students spent their week exploring the question, “Who is my 
neighbor?” We spent time serving in the Minnesota Interfaith Power and Light com-
munity garden; we delivered meals with Open Arms of Minnesota; we learned from 
members of the Minnesota Orchestra; we weeded at the Walker Sculpture Garden; 
and we spent time in fellowship with one another during the day and for one over-
night at the church, building relationships and having fun. 

• Our senior high students spent their week more deeply discovering our call as 
Christians to love and care for the earth. We learned about the Enbridge Line 3 oil 
pipeline construction in northern Minnesota, hearing about the many complexities 
associated with Line 3. The highlight of our week was a trip north to Palisade with 
MNIPL, where we were warmly welcomed by a community of water protectors, 
activists committed to the preservation of the land and the Line 3 resistance move-
ment. We stayed overnight at the church for three nights and were able to partici-
pate in many of our well-loved WPC senior high youth group traditions! 

This year’s hybrid Day Camp was a huge 
success thanks to the leadership of our 
creative counselors, counselors-in-train-
ing, FYC staff, and volunteers!  

Each morning started with an hour-long 
Zoom call with a devotional, songs, 
and breakout rooms for discussion 
and games. Then we met in-person at 
Brookview Park in Golden Valley for the 
first two days, and inside at Westminster 
for the last three days due to the heat.

For several of our elementary aged 
campers, this experience was the first 
in-person event they had attended and 
participated in since doing remote learn-
ing all year. Day Camp staff and campers 
were diligent about wearing masks to 
keep each other safe. 

Witnessing the children and youth being 
in community together again was such 
a gift. The youth built up positive and 

playful relationships with the children, 
and it was a delight to observe the sheer 
contentment present in interactions.

The week consisted of silly songs, engag-
ing games, crafts, friendship bracelets, 
Hide and Seek in the church, and a coun-
selor hunt, but the most important part 
was the new connections made and old 
relationships strengthened.   

One of the campers was new to West-
minster and started attending Church 
School over Zoom this past year. She 
had never been to an in-person Children’s 
Ministries event. On the last day she told 
me, “I don’t want this week to end!”  

That sentiment was echoed by other 
campers, as the week wrapped up. With 
our theme of “We Make Room For All,” 
Day Camp staff took great care to know 
and support each camper.

Day Camp 2021 Made Room for All 
by Sonja Dziekciowski, Director of Children’s Ministriess
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Intentionality: A Relationship Game Changer  
by Carol Hornbeck, M.A., LMFT, Westminster Counseling Center

When I am asked by couples 
for help with their rela-
tionship, or by struggling 

parents for help with their children, 
common complaints are “he just 
doesn’t listen!” “she  tunes me out!” 
or “we don’t communicate.” Partners 
and parents feel understandably 
frustrated when they feel ignored, 
disregarded, and unheard.  

Recent research in brain science has 
demonstrated how dramatically 
children and adults vary in their 
abilities to shift their attention from 
one activity to another. In many 
family interactions, the speaker 
begins talking before the listener is 
ready to engage. When this happens, 
the longer the conversation goes on, 

the more likely both people are to 
become exasperated.  

Changing this pattern begins with 
using intentionality or making an 
appointment. Instead of talking to 
your partner, teen, or child from the 
next room, approach them and make 
contact. For some, a hand on the 
shoulder may work well. A teenager 
might do best with a text message. 
Simply ask, “are you available for 
a ten-minute conversation about 
________?” This conveys to your 
partner or child that whatever activ-
ity they are doing is just as valuable 
as your desire to have a conversation.  

If there is resistance, try asking, 
“when would be a good time?” 

Children especially will appreciate 
your attempt to negotiate, and your 
respect for the importance of what-
ever they are doing. In so doing, you 
also model this skill for them, and 
the next time they have a request, 
they are more likely to ask you, “Is 
this a good time to talk?”

The Art of Belonging Opens in 
the Westminster Gallery  
by Dr. Rodney Allen Schwartz, Director,  
Westminster Gallery and Archive

The Westminster Gallery announces the rehanging of art in multiple 
areas of the Westminster building and a new exhibition titled The Art of 
Belonging. This exhibition features art from the collection and art made 
by Westminster members which considers the many ways that art 
demonstrates how we come together in community as a congregation, 
a city, and the across the world. The exhibition further addresses how we 
belong to the earth and all the ways we might take care of each other. 
The exhibition runs through Thanksgiving.

During the many months while the building was closed to members and the public, access to the galleries was not 
possible. We created a temporary Window Gallery in Westminster Hall that made exhibiting selections from the collec-
tion available for viewing from the Nicollet side of the building. The Hall is now coming back into regular use and the 
Window Gallery has been dismantled. I hope you had a chance to see this unique way of showing our art; it was just like 
the old Dayton’s Christmas display windows but without the automatons.

Art based on trees now fills the Garden Room and the exhibition, Belonging to a Global Community, is now installed in 
the Meisel Room. You will also find old favorites and new surprises hanging on walls throughout the building. Be sure to 
explore the building to see what you might find.

The Story of Ruth, by John August Swanson, 
serigraph, 1991


