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“Thus far the LORD has helped us” 
by Tim Hart-Andersen, Senior Pastor

There’s a moment 2500 years ago 
when God delivers the Israelites 
from the fearsome Philistines: 

“Then Samuel took a stone and set it 
up and named it Ebenezer; for he said, 
‘Thus far the LORD has helped us.’”

Having come through 2020 maybe we 
should “raise an Ebenezer,” given what 
happened in our world. We covenanted 
still to be the 
church, even 
while apart,  
and we kept 
that covenant.

Westminster 
stepped up to 
support those 
affected hardest 
by Covid and 
continuing 
racial injustice. Through the church’s 
Emergency Assistance Fund and in the 
Minneapolis Interfaith Relief Fund and 
food shelf programs, our congregation 
raised $207,500 to help Black, Indig-
enous, and immigrant communities 
and address hunger. And while Ses-
sion reduced every budget area, it left 
our annual mission commitment of 
$460,000 intact.

Westminster’s staff pivoted quickly to 
providing ministry only in an online 
format. We offered digital worship and 
education, Zoom meetings, and creative 
ways to care for one another. Children 
and youth were nurtured through cre-

ative programming in the summer and 
weekly in the fall. 

Average attendance at worship as 
services moved online this past year 
was 2,124, and during the adult learn-
ing hour, 352  – considerably more than 
what we saw in 2019 in person. We 
began broadcasting on KMSP at 1 pm 
on Sundays, with an estimated 2,000+ 

viewers weekly.

Volunteers were 
trained to be in touch 
with those living 
alone. Our Senior Cen-
ter stayed connected 
with scores of isolated 
elders. The deacons 
launched an effort to 
reach out to hundreds 
of Westminster mem-

bers. Small groups met by Zoom.

All of this was not without cost, howev-
er, as we lost members and could not be 
with loved ones in person. We missed 
the joy of being together. And painful 
decisions were made to reduce our staff 
by 5.5 full-time equivalent positions. 

From this point looking back, after this 
difficult year, we can give thanks and 
say, “Thus far the LORD has helped us.” 

The Westminster Bells were installed 
just as Covid hit. They have yet to be 
dedicated. Maybe they will be our 
“Ebenezer” as we remember how God 
brought us through challenging times.

Lent at  
Westminster 
by Amanda Weber, Minister  
of Music and the Arts

Westminster’s “Year of Listen-
ing” theme follows us into our 
Lenten journey. Online worship 
opportunities abound, from 
Sundays at 10:30 am and 5 pm 
to Wednesdays at noon and 6 
pm. Across these services, we 
will examine Lent as “The Lis-
tening Season” through scrip-
ture, stories, silence, and song.  

Our Wednesday services, in 
particular, are not to be missed! 
A brief midday service will be 
led by our Associate Pastors 
in the Chapel, featuring the 
Dobson organ as well as guest 
instrumentalists. Taizé-style 
worship – a Westminster fa-
vorite – returns for Wednesday 
evenings in Lent, guided by Tim 
Hart-Andersen, Meghan Gage-
Finn, and a vocal quartet.

The Taizé Community in east-
ern France is an ecumenical 
monastic community of over 
100 Brothers from 30 nations. 
Their primary ministry is to 
young adults who come by the 
thousands throughout the year 
to spend a week of worship 
with the Brothers. The Com-

LENT continued on page 2. 
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Please join us for the annual 
Faith Nixon Symposium on 
Saturday, March 20, from 10 

am to noon. This event will be held on 
Zoom. The theme for this year’s event 
is “Listening with Hope.” The Rev. 
Julie Neraas will be our speaker, and 
there will be an opportunity for small 
group discussions. Julie is a longtime 
Presbyterian Pastor, spiritual director, 
retreat leader, author, and teacher at 
Hamline University. She has been ap-
prenticed to hope through her decades 
with a chronic illness, and with her 
hope for all God’s people. She writes, 
“In this tumultuous time in our 
world, the viability of hope may be 
our biggest question. So many forces 
threaten to send hope to the sidelines. 
With it so much is possible. Without 
it, so little is. In this Faith Nixon 
Symposium, we’ll consider the nature 
of hope, its sources, and the habits and 
practices that encourage hope.” 

Since this is 
Westminster’s 
Year of Listening, 
Listening with 
Hope in the midst of this pandemic 
year might be just what we are all 
craving. This event is open to both 
men and women, and we would love 
to have high school students join us as 
well. We will also offer a yoga/gentle 
movement session from 8:30-9:30 am.

This symposium is made possible each 
year by the Faith Nixon Endowment 
Fund, which honors the memory of 
Faith Nixon, one of the first women 
elders at Westminster, who paved 
the way for others to follow in her 
footsteps. Her energy, humor, and 
open-mindedness were an inspiration 
to many.

To register for the Symposium contact 
Deb Wagner dwagner@wpc-mpls.org; 
612-332-3421. 

Faith Nixon Symposium:  
Listening with Hope 
by Margaret McVay, Westminster member

Expressing 
Faith with 
Legacy Giving
We have been blessed 
to call Westminster our 
church home for nearly 
30 years. We have appreciated the 
wonderful preaching, friendships  
we have developed, youth programs 
for our daughter, and opportunities 
to serve and volunteer. 

When Carol retired, we reviewed our 
overall estate plan and Westminster 

was part of this conversation.  
We identified specific individual  
retirement accounts (IRAs) to trans-
fer our planned gift to Westminster 
upon the surviving spouse’s death. 
This expression of our faith will 
hopefully help Westminster remain  
a “Telling Presence” in our commu-
nity for many generations to come 
- as it has been in our lives.

To learn more about legacy giving, 
contact Mary Hess, Director of  
Stewardship (mhess@wpc-mpls.
org), or see the new content-rich 
web pages at westminstermpls.org/
legacy-giving. 

Dean Bachmeier and Carol Greenland

LENT continued from cover. 

munity has developed the 
Songs and Prayers of Taizé: 
simple meditative chants, 
which can be sung in 
multiple languages. These 
sung prayers will guide us 
through our Wednesday 
evening services.

The central visual focus 
on Wednesday evenings is 
one of two crosses made 
by Brother Eric, Taizé’s resi-
dent artist. An ecumenical group from Minnesota was gifted this hand-painted cross 
in 2001 upon their visit to Taizé. We encircle this cross, gathered together around 
its intricacy and beauty, to hear – once again – stories of trial and faith, journey and 
hope.

Join us for this and all services during Lent, accessible via Westminster’s livestream 
(westminstermpls.online.church).



Clergy & StaffFrom Our Pastor
Dear friends,

One year. Westminster last gathered for worship in 
person on Sunday, March 8, 2020. 

I remember the day well. We had just heard about a 
new virus. To teach the children – and adults – proper 
hand-washing, I brought soap and water into worship 
for the Time with Children. While I slowly washed my 
soapy hands, I invited everyone to sing Happy Birthday 
to Carolyn, my mother-in-law. She was surprised! (One 
mom later told me her son would stand at the sink for 
weeks after that Sunday, slowly washing his hands and singing Happy Birthday 
to Carolyn.)

That was the last time many of you saw my mother-in-law, as she died on April 
29 last year – not of Covid, but it was in the time of Covid, which meant saying 
farewell was challenging. We could not gather for a memorial service to give 
thanks for her life, which was painful for our family. 

Variations on that story have been repeated many, many times in the last year 
– 500,000 times. We passed the half-million mark of Covid deaths in the US on 
the first Sunday in Lent, which seemed appropriate. “From dust you come, and to 
dust you shall return,” we say on Ash Wednesday, as Lent commences. These 40 
days want us to remember our mortality – as if we needed a reminder this year. 

For Lent 2020, an exhibition of the art of the season from our collection was in-
stalled in the Westminster Gallery…and then the church closed. It has been there 
ever since. I have wandered quietly through it, alone, many times over these last 
12 months, a rolling experience of a Lent that never ceased. This year for Lent the 
art has migrated to the Westminster Hall windows on the Nicollet Mall side of 
the church. I encourage you to come see how the lament of these months cries 
out through the art of our church.

We are calling Lent 2021 The Listening Season. We want to use these 40 days to re-
mind ourselves to stop and listen to the pain of the world all around us. One year. 
500,000 lives.

We all know this season of separation will come to an end. We will slowly and 
carefully return to church in-person. Let us do so gratefully, for God’s love has 
sustained us through this long, long Lenten journey.

See you in church – online.

Grace and peace,
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The Art of Lent & Easter 
Now through April 4 
A new exhibition of Lent and Easter art is in the Window Gallery facing the  
Nicollet Mall. 

New Old Adventure 
Wednesday, March 10 | 11 am 
Last month we explored what Presbyterians believe. This month we will continue 
the discussion with “How do Presbyterians Live Their Beliefs?” New Old Adventure 
will meet on Zoom on Wednesday, March 10, at 11 am with Westminster member 
Kathy Michael. Contact Rachel Sheild Gustafson (rgustafson@wpc-mpls.org) for 
the Zoom link.

A Lenten Quiet Worship 
Saturday, March 20 | 9 am  
On Saturday, March 20, in the Fourth Week of Lent—in a time of Covid-19 and deep 
economic challenges and sharp societal inequities—we will gather at 9 am, each in 
our own special place but still together in community:

• to read the promise of a familiar Lenten Gospel text, John 16: 16-22, “Your  
sorrow will turn to joy,”

• to join in a sung prayer, “Remain in the company of God this day,”
• and to sit together in silence.

Quiet Worship text is on the Westminster website under Worship/Additional  
Worship Opportunities.

Organs of the Twin Cities 
Sunday March 21 | 2 pm 
Dr. David Cherwien, Cantor at Mount 
Olive Lutheran Church and Director of  
the National Lutheran Choir, plays the 
third mini-recital of the Organs of the 
Twin Cities series. Though the recital 
series will be hosted on Westminster’s 
streaming site, each performer will play 
on their own instrument in their own 
church, offering a closer look at five of 
the great organs in the Twin Cities metro 
area. Each recital will consist of a 20-min-
ute program and a short interview.

Dr. Cherwien will feature his Partita on 
Jesus Priceless Treasure on Mount Olive’s 55-rank, 3-manual Schlicker organ.

The streaming site can be found on Westminster’s website by clicking the 
“Livestream” link near the top of the page at westminstermpls.org, or directly  
at westminstermpls.online.church.  

Upcoming Performances

April 25 Dr. Catherine Rodland, Colonial Church, Edina MN 
May 23 Dr. Christopher Ganza, Cathedral of St. Paul, St. Paul MN

WPC Happenings Daily Phone
DEVOTIONS

612.332.7087
March 
1 Psalm 105:1-11 (37-45)
2 Hebrews 11:1-3
3 John 12:36-43
4 Exodus 20:1-17
5 Psalm 19
6 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
7 John 2:13-22
8 Psalm 84
9 Hebrews 9:23-28
10 Mark 11:15-19
11 Numbers 21:4-9
12 Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
13 Ephesians 2:1-10
14 John 3:14-21
15 Psalm 107
16 1 Corinthians 10:6-13
17 John 8:12-20
18 Jeremiah 31:31-34
19 Psalm 119:9-16
20 Hebrews 5:5-10
21 John 12:20-33
22 Psalm 119:9-16
23 Acts 2:14-24
24 Haggai 2:1-9 (20-23)
25 Isaiah 50:4-9a
26 Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
27 Philippians 2:5-11
28 John 12:12-16
29 Psalm 36:5-11
30 Isaiah 49:1-7
31 Isaiah 50:4-9a

IN MEMORY
Don Hanson 

 February 3, 2021
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March at the Forum 
by Tane Danger, Director, Westminster Town Hall Forum 
Barbara Coombs Lee  
End of Life, with Compassion and Choice  
Tuesday, March 23, Noon

Few topics are more universal and simultaneously 
more ethically complex than how we approach end of 
life. Death and dying invites us each to grapple with 

our own faith, identity, and values. At the same time, it 
raises profound questions about our relationship with the 
healthcare system and our agency as patients and human beings. 

With all that in mind, we are humbled and excited to welcome Barbara Coombs 
Lee to the Forum this March. For more than 25 years, Barbara Coombs Lee has 
been organizing and advocating for everyone to have more choices and better 
care at the end of their lives. She is president emerita/senior adviser of Compas-
sion & Choices, the nation’s oldest and largest nonprofit focused on those issues. 

Before becoming an advocate, Lee spent a quarter century as a nurse and physi-
cian’s assistant, often at the bedside of terminally-ill patients. That experience 
drove her to co-author the Oregon Death with Dignity Act and serve as spokes-
person through two statewide campaigns to get it passed. Oregon approved the 
measure in 2008, making it only the second state to permit aid in dying. She kept 
working, including defending legal challenges against aid in dying in Montana, 
and helping pass the California End of Life Option Act in 2015.

In her most recent book, Finish Strong: Putting YOUR Priorities First at Life’s End, 
Lee offers a guide for a more patient-driven healthcare system, particularly at  
end of life.

Barbara Coombs Lee speaks at the Westminster Town Hall Forum with moderator 
Tim Hart-Andersen on Tuesday, March 23, at noon. Plan to join us and listen on 
Minnesota Public Radio, WestminsterForum.org, or our Facebook page. 
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During these challenging and dis-
orienting days, it can be difficult 
to glimpse moments of grace. We 

aren’t always sure if our pursuits add up 
to meaningful activity. Meeting interesting 
people may be harder than it used to be. 
For many, our sense of our spirituality and 
our connections to others are changing. 

To help all of us navigate our circum-
stances with attentiveness to the new life 
and hope God provides, Westminster has 
launched a new podcast. Each episode 
of For Pod So Loved the World, hosts, 
Rev. Alanna Simone Tyler (or, in some 
episodes, Rev. Sarah Brouwer) and Rev. 
Dr. Matt Skinner, engage in thoughtful and 
friendly conversation with a guest about 
their experiences of faith, beauty, struggle, 
and our common life during this time of 
disconnection. Feed your heart and mind 
by listening, and spread the word about 
this new resource! 

For Pod So Loved the World is available 
through most major podcast directories.  
If you’re new to using podcasts, simply 
visit buzzsprout.com/1497382.

New Podcast:  
For Pod So Loved 
the World
by Matt Skinner, Scholar for  
Adult Education

NEXT Church National Gathering   
by Meghan Gage-Finn, Executive Associate Pastor 

For the past six years, I have served on the leadership team of NEXT 
Church, a national network of leaders across the PC (USA) who believe 
the Spirit is leading the Church to be more relational, diverse, collaborative, 
hopeful, and agile. There is a National Gathering, held in a different city 
each year in early March.

This year, holding fast to the belief that in a time of social distance and isolation, being together online makes a difference, 
NEXT Church is excited to offer a virtual National Gathering, March 5-7, and it is free to attend! The theme is Breaking, 
Blessing, Building- A Call for the Common Good, and preachers, speakers, and workshop leaders will reflect on how our 
current reality of COVID-19, economic distress, and rampant systemic racism is calling us to gather, learn, and work together 
for change. What if we gathered in such a way that inspired us to act so that the Church and the world were never the same 
again? It is free to register and you can find out more information and sign up at nextchurch.net/gathering/2021-national-
gathering, or by reaching out to me at mgage-finn@wpc-mpls.org. 
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In early fall, under the leadership of Rachel 
Gustafson, Director of Congregational and 
Community Engagement, an initiative was 
launched to begin forming small groups in 
order to offer Westminster members more 
ways to stay connected during this time of 
pandemic isolation.

I spearheaded the formation of one such 
group who identify with the LGBTQ+ 
community. We began meeting weekly 
via Zoom in mid-October and continue to 
meet weekly. Some are long-time mem-
bers, and some are newer to Westminster. 
The format of our hour-long meeting is 
structured, but never rigid, beginning with 
a prayer followed by an opportunity to get 
acquainted with one another. I regularly 
share a passage from the devotional 
Where True Love Is by Suzanne DeWitt Hall 
and provide reflection questions for the 
group to discuss personal experiences as 
queer people of faith. We end our meet-
ings with a closing prayer.

For the past several weeks each group 
member has shared their coming-out 
story. These stories have added a deep 

richness to our group – giving us a deeper 
sense of connection to one another in a 
time that could be so isolating. In addition, 
we have had two guest appearances. The 
Rev. Daniel Vigilante shared his journey to 
become an openly-gay ordained Presby-
terian minister and pastor at Grace Trinity 
Church, and Rev. Dr. Tim Hart-Andersen 
relayed his experiences pastoring a church 
in San Francisco during the AIDS epidemic 
and his involvement with the Presbyterian 
Covenant Network. 

We have become a vibrant and support-
ive group for one another. We are now at 
a juncture in which we will enjoy having 
others join us. During March, Westminster 
Associate Pastors will share their journey 
as allies. This begins on March 2 with the 
David Tsai Shinn, March 9 with Alexandra 
Mauney, March 16 with Alanna Simone 
Tyler, and finally March 23 with Meghan 
Gage-Finn. If you are interested in join-
ing the group or want more information, 
please contact Rachel Gustafson  
(rgustafson@wpc-mpls.org) or Terry 
McEowen (terryrmac@aol.com).

Small Group:  LGBTQ+ Community 
by Terry McEowen, Westminster member

The Session of Westminster 
passed a number of motions 
from the Board of Trustees dur-

ing the January meeting. In December, 
the Board of Trustees and Session 
held a joint meeting to discuss the 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 
Loan, including how the money had 
been used and the application for loan 
forgiveness. As a result of that meet-
ing, the Trustees met in January and 
recommended to Session an additional 
$100,000 be withdrawn from the 
endowment and given immediately to 
mission partners. Session passed this 
motion and a small group was estab-

lished to determine how the $100,000 
will be allocated. This amount is in 
addition to the $460,000 given to Faith 
in Action in 2020.

Trustees also recommended to Session 
that Westminster file an application 
for PPP loan forgiveness, but at the 
same time monitor carefully over the 
next two years, the use of the funds 
made available by the PPP loan to de-
termine if there are unspent resources 
that could be shared with mission 
partners. This motion also passed. 

The Endowment and Investment Com-
mittee recommended changing the 

church’s investment policy statement 
to adopt a socially-responsible invest-
ment strategy. This policy change 
means the committee and investment 
managers now will use Environmen-
tal, Social, and Governance (ESG) crite-
ria to guide investment decisions. This 
motion passed and allows Westmin-
ster to align investments more to the 
values of the church community.

Finally, Session passed a Vulnerable 
Adult Policy that church staff and 
leaders will be required to read and 
sign. 

January Session Recap 
by Suzanne McInroy, Director of Communications

To Your Health:  
COVID-19  
Vaccinations
by Michelle Lavelle-Henry, APRN,  
CNP, Congregational Care Health and 
Healing Ministries

The COVID-19 vaccine brings new hope 
for the end of the pandemic. The next 
step is to get the vaccine. Safety and 
effectiveness, side effects and cost of 
the vaccine have prevented some from 
getting the vaccine. You can help, down-
load vaccine key messaging to encourage 
others to get vaccinated. health.state.
mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/vaccine/
vaxkeymessages.pdf

• Safety and effectiveness Data must 
show the vaccine is safe and effec-
tive. Scientific groups review the data 
and weigh its risks and benefits. A 
new tool, v-safe, can help track and 
report side effects and remind you 
to get the second dose. To learn more 
search cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html. 
Studies show the vaccine can prevent 

COVID continued on page 7. 
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Diversifying the Westminster  
Collection 
by Rodney Allen Schwartz, Director, Westminster Gallery and Archive

The Westminster Gallery collects Biblical and social justice themed original art 
made by multi-cultural and multi-ethnic artists from around the world. We strive 
to collect and exhibit art that tells stories from the diverse viewpoints of many 
artists. We have recently acquired this sculpture of The Flight Into Egypt made by 
Angel and Ralph Bailon, potters of the Kewa Pueblo (formerly known as Santo Do-
mingo) in New Mexico. Working as a team, Angel forms the figures and her  
husband Ralph paints them with traditional Kewa geometric designs. They are 
fired in an outdoor kiln.

The Westminster Collection is already diverse in the variety of techniques used  
in creating art including painting, prints, sculpture, textiles, and more. We have  
art made by male and female artists from around the world and from many  
ethnic and cultural traditions. There are, however, gaps in the collection and  
we are focusing our efforts to make the collection even more diverse. Art made  
by Native Americans and African Americans is not as well represented as we  
would like.

Collecting art is like collecting antiques. It isn’t usually possible to decide that you want a particular image and then just go 
out and find it. Religious and social justice art is found in both expected and unexpected places. A collector must be prepared 
to act quickly when something presents itself. With the passage of time, we hope to make our collection even more diverse.

The One You Feed
by Rev. Judy Landt, Mediator, Westminster Counseling Center

You may be familiar with this legend of unknown origin. A father tells his 
son that within each of us, there are two wolves in conflict with each other. 
One wolf represents our worst qualities: hatred, envy, a tendency to hold 
grudges. The other wolf represents our best qualities: compassion, kindness, 
patience, and love. The son asks, which wolf will win out? To which the father 
responds: “The one you feed.” This story tells us that what we feed—what we 
pay attention to and nurture in our lives-- is what will become stronger.

This applies not only to internal qualities within ourselves, but also to our 
relationships with others. Focusing on what annoys or bothers us about our 
significant other, or complaining constantly about what family members are 
doing wrong, rarely resolves a problem or conflict. On the other hand, when 
we focus on another person’s positive qualities, those qualities are reinforced 
and tend to become stronger. We can grow our relationships by being willing 
to have hard conversations when necessary, but always working to do so in 
a loving and respectful manner.

As we move ahead into 2021 after the challenges of 2020, reflect on how 
you will feed the qualities within yourself that you want to grow stronger in 
the year ahead. Reflect also on how you want to feed and tend to the impor-
tant relationships in your life.

The Flight Into Egypt, by Angel and Ralph 
Bailon, hand-painted ceramic, Kewa, 2020

you from getting it or from getting 
seriously ill. The vaccine cannot give 
you COVID-19.

• Side effects Common side effects are 
a sore arm, muscle aches, tiredness, 
headache, and maybe a fever. The 
side effects may stop you from doing 
your normal activities for a few days. 

• Cost There is no charge. There could 
be an administrative fee, you may 
need to provide your insurance 
information. You can get the vaccine 
without insurance and if you cannot 
pay the fees. 

• Reducing spread after the vaccine 
You should continue to do social 
distancing and wear a mask. It is 
possible you can spread the virus if 
you are vaccinated. Follow all public 
health guidelines, wash your hands, 
get tested as needed, and quarantine 
if indicated. 

COVID continued from page 6



 

Seeing and Serving Our  
Neighbors
by Ann Schulze and Marcia Morine, FIA Council

As we look to the future with hope and prepare to be together again, the 
Faith in Action Council is working to be ready to engage the Westminster 
community to walk alongside our neighbors in various service opportuni-

ties. While we wait to be in person, we are fortunate to be able to engage now with 
our housing challenged neighbors through Align Minneapolis (formerly Downtown 
Congregations to End Homelessness). Westminster is a founding member of this 
interfaith collaboration that addresses homelessness and poverty. Please consider 
two ways we can support Align’s Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA) program. 

We are seeking 10 ERA Intake Facilitators. These volunteers provide support to 
navigate and complete the ERA application. Training is provided over Zoom and the 
intake process is done on scheduled appointments over the phone. Each call is ap-
proximately 45 minutes and Facilitators are asked to commit to 3-5 hours per week. 

Or consider becoming an ERA Surveyor. Ten volunteers are needed to make follow-
up survey calls to recipients of rental assistance to gauge their current financial 
stability and to summarize their feedback of the program. Training is provided and 
each call is approximately 10 minutes. Surveyors are asked to commit to make 5 
calls every month.  

We all seem to be looking for ways to see and know our neighbors, and to put our 
learnings about the injustice in our community to work by supporting and walking 
alongside them. Please join us! Contact act@wpc-mpls.org for more information or 
with questions. 

Girl Scout Cookie Time 
by Megan MacFarlane, WPC Member and Girl Scout Mom

It’s Girl Scout cookie time! The Westminster Girl Scouts are on duty and 
are selling cookies for FEAST, the Groveland Food Shelf, and the congrega-
tion! For more information on ordering including the link to place an online 
order, please visit the Westminster website (westminstermpls.org/grow/fyc/
children) or email wpcgscookies@gmail.com. Sales run through March 20. 
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The application process is open for 
the 2021 Meisel Scholars Program, 
the cornerstone of Westminster’s 
vocational ministry with college-
age students. Typically, Meisel 
Scholars receive support for fo-
cused travel, a summer internship, 
or participation in a social action 
campaign or volunteer project, all 
in the spirit of the church’s mis-
sion. No one would call this time 
for college-age students “typical,” 
but the Meisel Scholars Program 
remains as a way for young people 
to follow their convictions, share 
their talents, and reflect and build 
on their learning through an unusu-
al season. There were three Meisel 
Scholars in the summer of 2020, 
and we hope to see more creative 
and adaptive proposals that keep 
students gaining wisdom and per-
spective in the time of COVID!

Scholars are supported by re-
sources from the church, and are 
paired with a vocational mentor 
from the congregation. Typical 
awards range from $500 to $4,000, 
depending on the quality and focus 
of the experience, the length of the 
proposed project, and other identi-
fied needs. 

Interested applicants should con-
tact me at mgage-finn@wpc-mpls.
org to discuss project proposals, 
and can locate the application 
at westminstermpls.org/young-
adults. Applications are due March 
15 and decisions are communi-
cated in early to mid-April. Poten-
tial applicants who are interested 
in a Meisel experience that falls 
outside of the summer months are 
welcome to contact me any time. 

Meisel Scholarship 
Applications
by Meghan Gage-Finn,  
Executive Associate Pastor
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March into FYC Family  
Fellowship 
by Marie Kruskop, Coordinator of Early Childhood & Family Ministries

As we near the one-year mark of social distancing due to the global pandem-
ic, “…we covenant still to be the church.” We are committed to finding ways 
for families to build community and to connect, even when apart, and we 
invite you to join us!

Early Childhood Family Fellowship 
For the youngest among us, our Early Childhood Ministries Team offers ECFF 
– Early Childhood Family Fellowship – once a month. Join us for a time to 
meet other families with young ones, listen to a reading of the Nursery book 
of the month, and join in some singing with Brad Ollmann, Westminster’s 
Director of Early and Middle Childhood Music. We’ll gather via Zoom on  
Saturday, March 6, at 9 am. RSVP to Marie Kruskop by Friday, March 5, by 
noon at mkruskop@wpc-mpls.org with your “yes” or even your “maybe!”  
(We totally understand that plans don’t always go as… well, planned! We’d 
love to see you, if even for a short time!)

Calling all COOKIE MONSTERS!  
Heat up your oven and pull out your favorite cookie recipe for an FYC Fam-
ily Bake Off. On Saturday, March 20, we’ll gather virtually at 12:30 pm for a 
quick intro. You’ll have two hours to make your best cookies. We’ll meet again 
at 2:30 pm for a Zoom “taste test.” All cookies must include our shared ingre-
dient: White Chocolate Chips. Use them for texture, mix them with cranber-
ries, melt and drizzle—your creativity is the only limit! RSVP to Marie Krus-
kop at mkruskop@wpc-mpls.org by noon on March 19 to get Zoom details.

Human Growth and Sexuality 
Workshop for 3rd and 4th Graders 
by Sonja Dziekciowski

Youth Caring 
for One  
Another
by Alexandra Mauney,  
Associate Pastor  

In the world of youth ministry, there’s 
a sentence I hear often: “Youth aren’t 
the future of the Church; youth are 
the Church.” There’s a great deal 
of wisdom in this sentiment; after 
only a couple of months of spend-
ing time online with Westminster’s 
young people, I can assure you that 
the youth of this congregation are 
already living into their callings as 
followers of Jesus in remarkable 
ways. One of the ways that our 
young people are discerning how 
to care for one another as the body 
of Christ during this uncertain time 
is by offering homework and study 
help to one another. As students be-
gan another mostly-online semester 
of schooling one of the Youth Group 
members noticed how often their 
friends mentioned online course-
work as a particularly difficult part of 
their day-to-day lives during the pan-
demic. One student brought this up 
to Matt Lewellyn-Otten, Director of 
Youth Ministries, and together they 
created a working document where 
students can list their areas of aca-
demic strength and interest, along 
with their contact information. Then, 
if a fellow youth group member is 
struggling, they have a place to turn 
for some peer-to-peer help. This is 
just one of the ways that our youth 
continue to care for one another as 
members of Christ’s body during 
these days of online community. I 
am grateful for our young people’s 
witness, and for the leadership of 
the dedicated and trusted adults 
who show up week after week to 
create community.

On Sunday, March 7, at 1 pm, 
there will be a Zoom presenta-
tion for 3rd graders, 4th graders, 

and their caregivers. During our work-
shop we will focus on human develop-
ment, body changes that happen during 
puberty, the gender spectrum, and 
the difference between a secret and a 
surprise. At Westminster, we affirm 
that we are all made in God’s image, in 
all our wonderful variety. Our bodies 
are good, strong, diverse, and were all 
made with God’s love. After Alexandra 
Mauney frames our discussion as a 
whole group, two breakout rooms will 
lead separate discussions. Parents and 

caregivers will be in conversation with 
Marie Kruskop and WPC member and 
physician Terra Shockman, while Sonja 
Dziekciowski and WPC member and pe-
diatrician Greta Wicker guide students 
through some honest conversation that 
sometimes leads to giggles. While ini-
tially it may feel uncomfortable to talk 
through body changes that happen in 
puberty, our goal is to help our students 
of Westminster have the autonomy to 
protect, care for, and love their bodies 
in ways that honor the image of God in 
each of us. 
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March News!
Read more about Westminster one-year into 
Covid, Lent, and a new podcast.

Westminster News Moving Online   
by Suzanne McInroy, Director of Communications

About 7,500 pieces of paper were used to mail the 
February issue of Westminster News. How did I get 
that number? Well, about 1,500 newsletters were 

printed at 10 pages each, but they were printed double 
sided. So, that’s roughly 7,500 pieces of standard paper. 
As a community that works to advance the theology and 
practice of environmental stewardship, we think we can 
do better. Beginning in June, the monthly Westminster 
News publication will be available online and sent to the 
community via email. 

Begin to look for a monthly email on the third or fourth 
Saturday of each month with a link to the online version 
of the monthly newsletter. If you don’t currently receive 
emails from Westminster, please send us your email  
address so you can continue to get Westminster News! 
Send an email to Janice Teliczan (jteliczan@wpc-mpls.
org) and she will update your record. 

Finally, we realize there are some in our community who 
don’t have email, and that is fine. We still want you to 
get Westminster News. If you do not use email, please fill 
out this form and mail it back to the church so we can 
continue to send you a print version of the newsletter. 

Questions or concerns? Contact me at smcinroy@wpc-
mpls.org. Thank you for helping us to be better environ-
mental and fiscal stewards! 

Beginning in June, I would like to receive  
a print version of Westminster News.

Name

Address

 

Phone # (optional)

Please send this back to 1200 Marquette Ave, 
Minneapolis, MN 55403, Attn: Newsletter. 


