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Together we are the Body of Christ. While apart, we covenant still to be the church.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God!



Preparing for the Word
Our service begins with the Prelude, inviting us to prepare for worship.

Prelude 
Prelude on Thaxted  Kenneth Vigne 
Grande Valse Brillante Op. 34 No. 2  Frédéric Chopin 
         Kenneth Vigne, piano

Our Life in Christ  Rev. Alanna Simone Tyler
One: The Lord be with you. All: And also with you.

Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 126)
One: Let us begin this day by rejoicing!
All: The Lord has done wonderful things. Let us be glad!
One: The day before us is uncertain. We do not know what we will encounter on our way.
All: Wherever we go, we go forth as people of the living God.
One: Let us begin this day with rejoicing! Let us worship God!

Hymn No. 643 Now Thank We All Our God



Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession (Unison)
Merciful God, we look for good in the world and in your people, but we know that as your beloved, we can 
be choked by greed and selfishness. We indulge ourselves and ignore the needs of others. We are quick to 
protect what we believe is our own and we forget to share the abundance of your grace. We have ignored the 
opportunities for bringing the love you have shown to our neighbors and those in need. We know we are in 
need of mercy, care and compassion. May we find hope in the forgiveness you offer us through Jesus Christ 
when we return to you and one another.

Silent Prayers of Confession Worshippers seek and reflect on God’s forgiveness in their own lives.

Assurance of God’s Forgiveness
One: Let sorrow and sighing be no more, as we return to God with gladness and joy! God’s love for us is from 
everlasting to everlasting. Friends, hear and believe the good news!
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen. 

Listening for the Word
A Time with Children

Prayer for Illumination  Song Lee

Readings from Holy Scripture 
       Job 42:1-6, 10-17 
        Matthew 9:35-38

One: This is the Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Learning on the Way about Humanity  Rev. Dr. Meghan K. Gage-Finn



Responding to the Word
Hymn No. 840 When Peace Like a River (vss. 1, 3, 4)



Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer  Rev. David Tsai Shinn
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offertory Sentences
Worshippers are invited to use the “Give” link on the livestream page or the Tithe.ly church app, or mail a check to 
support the mission and ministry of Westminster. Thank you!

Offertory Inscription of Hope  Z. Randall Stroope
This morning’s anthem is a recording from Voices of Hope, a women’s prison choir at the Minnesota Correctional 
Facility in Shakopee. The choir recorded this song in 2017, under the direction of Dr. Amanda Weber. The text comes 
from an inscription on the cellar wall within a concentration camp in Cologne, Germany; one singer shared that it 
brought her “hope and perspective” in her own life. It reads:

I believe in the sun even when it is not shining,
And I believe in love even when there’s no one there.
And I believe in God even when he is silent,
I believe through any trial there is always a way.
But sometimes in this suffering and hopeless despair,
My heart cries for shelter, to know someone’s there.
But a voice rises within me saying hold on my child,
I’ll give you strength, I’ll give you hope,
Just stay a little while.
May there someday be sunshine.  May there someday be happiness.
May there someday be love.  May there someday be peace.

Sung Response O God Beyond All Praising
O God, beyond all praising, we worship you today and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; for we 
can only wonder at ev’ry gift you send, at blessings without number and mercies without end: we lift our hearts 
before you and wait upon your word, we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.

Prayer of Dedication for the Offerings Received



Hymn Lord of All Hopefulness

Charge and Benediction

Passing of the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you. All: And also with you.

Postlude Nun Danket alle Gott from Cantata No. 79  Johann Sebastian Bach



Now Thank We All Our God This piece is in the public domain. 

When Peace Like a River This piece is in the public domain.

O God, Beyond All Praising Text: ©1982 Mrs. Beatrice Perry (admin. The Jubilate Group/Hope Publishing Company). Printed with permission 
under One License #A- 704045. All rights reserved.

Lord of All Hopefulness Text: Jan Struther © 1931 Oxford University Press Music. Printed with permission under One License #A- 704045. All 
rights reserved. Music: Irish ballad. The tune is under public domain.

Join us for worship and adult education via livestream, 
westminstermpls.churchonline.org

-or-
facebook.com/westminstermpls

Sundays 9:15 am Adult Education
10:30 am Worship; 5 pm Gathered at Five

Mondays Noon Adult Education (on Facebook and YouTube)
Wednesdays 6 pm Fire & Song

Daily Phone Devotions
612.332.7087

July 12 ................Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
13 ......................... 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8
14 ...............................Ephesians 4:17-5:2
15 ................................ Proverbs 11:23-30
16 .......................................... Isaiah 44:6-8
17 .....................................Psalm 86:11-17
18 ................................... Romans 8:12-25
19 ....................Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Today’s flowers are in memory of our parents 
Cliff and Virginia Manderscheid
Bonnie and Marlow Neuberger

by Kathy and Marc Manderscheid


