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Meisel Scholars Program
Celebrates 30th Anniversary
by Meghan K. Gage-Finn, Executive Associate Pastor

“My Meisel experience was a key
steppingstone that gave me credibility
to secure meaningful employment and
internships.”
“When I think about it, I can trace every
major professional opportunity I’ve had
back to the Meisel Grant.”
“Being a Meisel Scholar has allowed
me to work with and for people of diverse
backgrounds and love my neighbors, no
matter where they may come from.”
These are just some of the powerful
statements we have heard in recent
months as we have reached out to
Scholars from the past 30 years of the
Meisel Program. From the first gift
of $5,000 to initiate this endowed program, more than $180,000 has been
awarded to over 70 young people,
allowing them opportunities to travel,
learn, explore, discern, experience,
and grow in their faith and vocational
development.
On Sunday, January 6, we will celebrate the first three decades of this
program, which forms the foundation
of Westminster’s vocational ministries. It honors the legacy of the Rev.
Dr. Donald and Eleanor Meisel and
invites young adults in our congregation to further Westminster’s mission
as they follow their convictions, share

their talents, and explore their vocations outside the traditional college
classroom. Over lunch after church,
we will hear from Meisel Scholar
alumni, Meisel Committee members,
and adult mentors. We will hear the
voices and see the experiences of
Scholars who have traveled to places
such as Cuba, Israel, Romania, Thailand, Peru, Ghana, and Brazil. We will
hear the stories of those who have
partnered locally with non-profits,
conducted research, and furthered the
common good.
All are invited to join us in Westminster Hall for lunch and conversation
and to hear about the future of the
Meisel Scholars Program.

January AllChurch Book
Read

L

ake Superior raged this
fall—hurling 15 foot waves,
flooding familiar landmarks. Easy to see how this
sometimes docile, sometimes
deadly inland sea inspires the
imagination of the best storytellers, Peter Geye among them.
We hope that many of you have
bought and been captivated by
this year’s selection for the AllChurch Book Read, Safe from the
Sea by Peter Geye. If not, books
remain on sale in Westminster
Commons.
One reviewer described Safe from
the Sea as “a beautiful book—all
shipwreck and rescue.” Rescue,
in this story, unfolds on many
levels, and in many beautiful
ways.
We are especially excited because the author will join us to
discuss this powerful novel of
loss and redemption. Geye, born
and raised in Minneapolis, reveals intimate knowledge of and
a deep respect for Minnesota’s
North Shore.
Lake Superior shimmers as a
character itself, shaping the lives
Book Read continued on page 7.

Westminster Presbyterian Church | 1200 Marquette Avenue | Minneapolis, MN 55403 | 612.332.3421 | westminstermpls.org

Red Rovers
Guide the Way
Through Our
Beautiful Church

Justice Wall Stimulates Thought

by Corey Conover, Red Rover

“Justice is in the minds and hearts of the young people who are increasingly
speaking for what is right. Justice is in the church’s efforts to help those who
have served prison terms, justice is sharing, justice is standing up for yourself
and what is right.”

W

estminster Church is in
a large building with lots
of programs in progress.
To make it a friendlier and more
accessible space, volunteers
circulate throughout the building
following the 10:30 service to offer
help to those finding their way and
answer questions about the building
or church programs. We call these
volunteers Red Rovers and they can
be identified by their red carnations
and Westminster name badge.
The time commitment to serve as a
Red Rover is only about 15 minutes
once per month. It is a great way to
socialize with those in attendance.

by Mary Hess, Director of Stewardship

“Injustice is the basic lack of access to housing, food, and health care globally,
voter suppression, decades of privilege in hiring, college admissions, families
walking across Central America to escape poverty.”

T

hese are some of the thoughts of those who wrote on the Justice Wall,
initiated this year by the Stewardship Ministry Team. The Justice Wall
captured ways in which God’s love inspires Westminster members
to strive for justice, challenge inequalities, and practice love of neighbor. It
was displayed in the Westminster Commons for several weeks, and was
a point of engagement around the 2019 Stewardship theme of justice and
putting faith into action.
Micah 6:8 asks, “What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” As we think about the
impact of Westminster in Minneapolis and around the world, the church
is grateful to all who help balance the scales of justice through their good
stewardship of time, talent, and treasure.

More Red Rovers are needed! If
you’re interested in volunteering, talk
to Corey Conover in church (look
for the carnation!) or e-mail him
at coreyconover55@gmail.com.
You can also let a pastor know you
would like to volunteer.

Be a Part of
God’s Promise
of Justice
It’s not too late, and your support
makes all the difference! If you
haven’t already done so, please
help make 2019 a banner year
by pledging online at
westminstermpls.org/pledge.
Thank you for your stewardship.
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Making a Difference: Sharing
Your Time, Talents, and Treasure
Sunday, January 27, 2019, 11:45 am-1 pm
Regardless of income, all who are looking to have a bigger impact in their
community are invited to this workshop on how to make their generosity
even more meaningful. Come for a lively discussion, learn about making
intentional and values-based choices, and create a purposeful generosity plan.
The session will be led by facilitators from Thrivent and includes a workbook
and lunch. RSVP to Anna Gram, AGram@wpc-mpls.org.
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From Our Pastor
I have been reading The Patient Ferment of the Early
Church, by Alan Kreider. He taught at the Anabaptist
Mennonite Biblical Seminary, a school founded by a
small branch of Protestant Christianity.
Anabaptists are considered the radical fringe of the
Reformation – and I mean that in a good way. Distinguished by believer baptism, reluctance to embrace
systematic theology, and commitment to simple,
peaceful living, Anabaptist sects have sometimes
sought to live apart from the world. The Amish are
Anabaptists, for instance.
Kreider’s book, written in 2016, offers a fascinating glimpse into the life of very
early Christianity. In the second and third centuries of our era, followers of Jesus found themselves on the margins and reviled. Yet, the Church slowly took
root and grew. Scholars have long been vexed by the reasons for the spread of
Christian faith in that time.
It may have taken an Anabaptist historian to uncover what led to the growth
of the early Church. Kreider concludes that the spiritual habit of patience by
the followers of Jesus made for a slow ferment in the ancient Mediterranean
world. They quietly practiced their faith and lived out the teachings of Jesus.
By their patient witness in a world that considered them either irrelevant or
worthy of persecution, the church took root.
Kreider quotes an African bishop named Cyprian who wrote in the year 256,
“We are philosophers not in words, but in deeds; we know virtues by their
practice rather than through boasting of them; we do not speak great things
but we live them.”
Because of their very marginalization, Kreider argues, the earliest Christians
created highly intentional practices that distinguished them from others. The
followers of Jesus developed a “culture of patience” to live their Christianity in
a hostile environment.
Westminster is seeking to discern its way into these challenging times in
which our faith tradition is increasingly sidelined and ignored. I find it invigorating to imagine what it might mean for us to begin purposely to create a community of patient ferment, where with our very lives we quietly witness to the
One whom we follow.
We need not fear the future. As we head into the New Year let us do so with
confidence, trusting that by our steadfast faithfulness to Jesus we might be
the patient ferment the world needs.
See you in church!
Grace and peace,
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Clergy & Staff

Staff Leadership
Rev. Dr. Timothy Hart-Andersen, Senior Pastor
Rev. Meghan K. Gage-Finn,
Executive Associate Pastor
Janice Teliczan, Executive Assistant
Rev. Daniel Vigilante,
Associate Pastor, Outreach, Uptown
Congregational Care
Rev. David Shinn, Associate Pastor
Deb Wagner, Administrative Assistant
Angelique Kingsbury, Coordinator of Volunteers
& Senior Center
Congregational Life
Rev. Sarah Brouwer, Associate Pastor
Deb Wagner, Administrative Assistant
Kristin Kieft, Communications Coordinator
Vanessa Uzong, Wedding Coordinator & Receptionist
Educational Ministries
Dr. Carmel Tinnes, Director of Educational Ministries
Mahin Hamilton, Administrative Assistant
Barbara Mauk, Librarian
Faith in Action
Rev. Alanna Simone Tyler, Associate Pastor for
Justice and Mission
Vanessa Uzong, Administrative Assistant
Families, Youth, and Children
Rev. Matthew Johnson, Interim Associate Pastor
Jim Cochrane, Director of Youth Ministries
Marie Kruskop, Coordinator of Early Childhood &
Family Ministries
Kasey Collver, Nursery Coordinator
Music and the Arts
Dr. Melanie Ohnstad, Minister Music/Arts,
Organist
Dr. Amanda Weber, Interim Director of
Choral Ministries
Dr. Rodney Allen Schwartz, Director, Gallery
& Archive
Barbara Prince, Program Facilitator;
Director Global Choir
David Ostenso Moore, Director, Gathered at Five
Brad Ollmann, Dir. Early/Middle Childhood Music
Ryan LaBoy, Director, Youth Music
Mark Kieffer, Director, Handbell Choir
Finance & Administration
Julie Champ, Director of Finance
Kienan Mick, Accounting Manager
Déborah Majune, Accounting Clerk
Sheila Delaney, Events Manager
Carol Torrens Rahn, Event Support Coordinator
Stewardship
Mary Hess, Director of Stewardship
Anna Gram, Stewardship Associate
Operations
PJ Eichten, Director of Facilities
Chris Brown, Todd Bushy, John Seagard,
Richard Wilder, Facilities Staff
Emeriti
Rev. Elizabeth D. Heller
Rev. Byron Thompson
Rev. Katherine S. Michael
Rev. Douglas Mitchell
Samuel G. Cooke
Parish Associates (Volunteer Clergy)
Rev. Dr. James Brasel, Rev. Denise
Dunbar-Perkins, Rev. Judy Allen Kim,
Rev. Judy Landt, Rev. David Liddle,
Rev. Dr. Margaret McCray
Westminster Camp Ajawah
Sofia-Bella Vitale-Gill, Registrar
Westminster Counseling Center
Rev. Dr. Margaret McCray, LMFT, Director
Peter Bruhn, MA, LADC
Sherri Dunham, MA, LPC
Laurel Severns Guntzel, M.Div, MA, LPCC
Rev. Susan Thornton, M.A., M.Div., LP
Jennifer Aden, Office Manager
Westminster Town Hall Forum
Susan McKenna, Director
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WPC Happenings

Daily Phone
DEVOTIONS

Winter Quiet Worship
Saturday, January 19 | 9 am | Bushnell Room
Rev. Dr. Donald Meisel led this Quiet Worship annually as it is built around his
favorite passage in the Bible. In this worship, we give thanks for the life and
ministry of Dr. Meisel, as well as for the Westminster clergy and lay members
who have gone before us.

All-Church Bowling
Saturday, January 26 | 4-6 pm | Bryant Lake Bowl
Cost is $10 per person. All ages and abilities welcome. RSVP to Deb Wagner at
dwagner@wpc-mpls.org or online at westminstermpls.org.

FEAST
Sunday, January 27 | 4-7 pm
Help serve a meal to the hungry in the church neighborhood. Sign up at the
reception desk or contact Vanessa Uzong, vuzong@wpc-mpls.org.

Stewardship Thank You Coffee
Sunday, February 10 | 11:30 am | Westminster Commons
In gratitude to the congregation for their good stewardship, the Stewardship
Ministry Team will host a “thank you coffee” with special refreshments.

Beyond Sunday Connections:
Nancy Moehle
by Jill Rusterholz, Westminster Member

Beyond Sunday Connections invites women of all ages to meet new people
and reconnect with old friends while sharing a meal and discussion about
the way faith influences our daily lives. Nancy Moehle is the featured speaker
on Tuesday, February 5.
Nancy and her daughter Annie joined Westminster on
Mother’s Day, 2002. She served two terms as Deacon
and headed the hospitality committee for six years. A
graduate of Southern Illinois University of Law, Nancy
was a litigator in private practice for 34 years, and
before that a middle school teacher. She will talk about
how children shaped her life and career.
Beyond Sunday Connections meets at The Woman’s
Club of Minneapolis, 410 Oak Grove Street. The evening begins at 6 pm with
an informal social hour, followed by dinner at 6:45, the speaker’s presentation, and small-table discussion. Reservations and payment ($28) are due by
January 29. Register in the Westminster Commons, via the online calendar,
or contact Deb Wagner, dwagner@wpc-mpls.org. If cost is a concern, ask
about the New Connections Fund created to enlarge our circle of friends.
This is the last dinner event at the Club; in April the program moves to Westminster, when Rev. Alanna Simone Tyler will be the speaker.
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24
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27
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30
31

Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 –2
Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12
Ephesians 4:17-5:1
Ephesians 5:15-20
Luke 1:67-79
Isaiah 43:1-7
Psalm 29
Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Ephesians 6:10-17
Psalm 106:1-12
Luke 11:33-36
Isaiah 62:1-5
Psalm 36:5-10
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11
Romans 12:9-21
1 Corinthians 1:3-17
Luke 5:33-39
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11
Psalm 119:89-96
2 Corinthians 7:1-12
Luke 4:38-44
Jeremiah 1:4-10

IN MEMORY
Daniel Knoblauch
February 27, 2018
Elisabeth von Berrinberg
November 24, 2018
Karen Santee
December 6, 2018

BIRTHS
William Richard Gross
November 26, 2018
January 2019 | westminstermpls.org

Reflections on South Africa
by Kathy Saltzman Romey, Minnesota Chorale artistic director

S

ix months after Minnesota
Orchestra’s Music for
Mandela Program and Tour
to South Africa with members
of the Minnesota Chorale, the
Westminster Music Program has
invited us to share reflections
on the individual and collective
impact of this historic tour and
collaboration with South African
ensembles 29:11 and the Gauteng
Choristers.
Join us Monday evening, January
14, at 7:30 pm in Westminster Hall
for Reflections on South Africa
– an evening of South African
music, stories, videos, photos, and
artwork. Hear inside stories from
singers and Chorale artistic director Kathy Saltzman Romey on the
sights of Johannesburg, Pretoria,

and Soweto, and the powerful
experience of singing side-by-side
with South African colleagues.
Meet Brendon Adams, conductor
of the South African vocal-instrumental group 29:11, who will
discuss the impact this project had
on the young people of his ensemble and what’s to come in the fall
of 2019. And welcome Minnesota
Orchestra General Manager Beth
Kellar-Long along with members of
the Minnesota Orchestra, who will
provide personal insights into the
planning and partnerships forged
with South African communities,
local musicians, and youth. It will
be a special and heart-warming
evening of community connection,
singing, and memories. Don’t miss
Reflections on South Africa.

Martin Luther King Holiday 2019:
Connecting Congregations
with Their Communities
by Alanna Simone Tyler, Associate Pastor
On Sunday, January 20, we will
welcome the Rev. Dr. Diane Moffett
to the pulpit. Moffett is president and
executive director of the Presbyterian Mission Agency (PMA). Prior to
being elected
to lead PMA in
June 2018, Rev.
Moffett served
as the senior
pastor of Saint
James Presbyterian Church
in Greensboro,
North Carolina, for more than a
decade.
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Also, plan to join us for the annual
Saturday workshop, where we will
dig into important topics surrounding
the work and legacy of Martin Luther
King Jr. with Rev. Moffett.

Schedule
• Saturday, January 19, 10
am | Joint Workshop with
Liberty Community
Church, Meisel Room
•

Sunday, January 20, 8:30
am and 10:30 am worship

Minnesota
Chorale Offices at
Westminster

B

eginning December 15, the old
Westminster Youth Room will be
transformed into the new offices
for the Minnesota Chorale. After many
years at the Hennepin Center for the
Performing Arts, the Chorale sought a
new location. Since many of the Chorale’s 2018-19 projects are being held at
Westminster, and will be going forward,
their office staff took it one step further.
What better location to have an office
than where the group is rehearsing?
Stop by sometime and welcome Bob
Peskin, Executive Director, (and former
student of Barbara Mauk’s in Princeton,
NJ!) and Alyssa Breece, Operations
Manager, to their new home.

New Music
Intern Joins
Westminster
The Music team is delighted to welcome
a January term intern from Luther
College. Emily Riley will shadow many of
our ensembles and assisting in worship
planning as she considers a career in
church music.
Emily is from
La Crescent,
MN, and a
junior Church
Music Major at
Luther College.
At Luther, she
has taken organ
lessons and is
a member of the handbell ensemble,
Luther Ringers. She has attended four
Pipe Organ Encounters in Sioux Falls,
SD, Omaha, NE, Valparaiso, IN, and
Waverly, IA. She also plays piano and
French horn, and has had some experience with choir.
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KidCheck: The Nursery’s
New Check-In System

W

e have a new paging system in the Nursery, technology that
brings the nursery into the 21st century! Up until about a year
ago, we were using a 1989 paging system from Radio Shack.
When the new building opened, an anonymous donor came forward to
help purchase our new system. After extensive research, we purchased
our new KidCheck system.
This new system allows us to register children, page parents, track allergies, monitor attendance as well as provide stronger security for pick-ups.
Families should plan to preregister via computer prior to using our new
system for the first time. You can find the website at kidcheck.com/signup.
After creating an account, you will be able to download an app from the
app store either on an iPhone or Android. Once the app is downloaded, you
can log in and use the Kid Check System from the app. We hope to have
the new system up and running by January 6.
If you have questions contact Kasey Collver (kcollver@wpc-mpls.org).

Small Hands, Big Hearts
by Gene Davis, Westminster Member

Small Hands Big Hearts, Westminster’s newest children’s program,
is off to a great start. But we’re still
looking for new faces and new ideas
to add to this impactful, serviceoriented program.
During our first meeting, 11 students
completed a project to make table
centerpieces for the church’s Feast
Ministry, which helps feed those
in our community who may not
have enough to eat. The students
also heard from Rev. Matt Johnson
about his experience with this past
summer’s youth mission trip. These
engaging activities helped to reinforce the values of service, sharing,
compassion, and love.
For our next meeting on January
13, during the 10:30 service we will
explore how these values connect
to themes in the Bible. We’re asking
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students to come prepared with a
Bible verse that reflects one of the
values. For our activity, students will
make hand-drawn greeting cards for
Rev. David Shinn to deliver during his
home visits for the Congregational
Care Ministry. We’ll also get a youth
perspective on the summer’s mission trip from high school participant
Alexa Owens.
There will be two additional meetings of Small Hand Big Hearts this
program year: March 17 and June
16. The group will meet during the
10:30 service in March and during
the 10:00 worship in June. Projects
and activities for these dates will be
given in a future announcement. All
children grades 2–5 are welcome!

Cabin Fever? This
Family Fellowship
Event Can Help!
by Marie Kruskop, Coordinator of Early
Childhood and Family Ministries

Celebrate the Chinese New Year
– the year of the pig – on Sunday,
February 3, from 4:30-6 pm. Join us
at the Midtown Global Market, an
internationally-themed public market
with great food and unique gifts from
around the world. Meet us in the
commons area where we’ll gather over
dinner (on your own from any of the
many options available) and spend
some time with friends, both old and
new. This event is hosted by the Early
Childhood Ministries Team and is open
to all. RSVP to Marie by January 31, at
mkruskop@wpc-mpls.org.

Moms Group
Resumes
Moms Group resumes on
January 9. We will explore new
selections from Only Love Today
– Reminders to Breathe More,
Stress Less, and Choose Love, by
Rachel Macy Stafford.
The book is made up of short
readings built around the
seasons of life. We will discuss
readings from the section “Winter: Holding On–Hope, Encouragement, and Introspection.”
Moms with children of any age
are invited to participate. We
meet in the Nursery on Wednesdays with gathering time at
10:30 and an official start time
of 10:45. Childcare is provided.
For more information about
Moms Group, contact Marie
Kruskop at mkruskop@wpcmpls.org.
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Book Read continued from page 1

of all of the other characters in
this book. But Safe from the Sea is,
above all, the story of an estranged
father and son inching their way
to reconciliation at the end of the
father’s life. It is a tale of adventure
and of profound grace.
How does guilt become a demon
in our lives and a poison throughout generations? How do family
secrets and untold stories keep us
from truly being in relationship
with those we love?
How do we not only forgive, but
forgive generously? These are
among the many questions raised
by Safe from the Sea. All discussion groups and presentations take
place during Sunday morning education hour at 9:15 am; there is no
need to register. Join a discussion
group on January 6 and 20; stop by
Westminster Hall and we’ll direct
you to one of several small group
locations.
On January 13, Peter Geye joins
us in Westminster Hall. He is a
candid and engaging speaker and
welcomes our questions. Don’t
miss this opportunity to learn how
Geye’s love of nature, his own personal story, and his interest in Lake
Superior lore shaped this story.

The New Old Adventure/
Magnet Center
by Larry Kuusisto, Westminster Member

As we age, we wish to continue living well as we plan to leave a financial legacy.
The next program in our New Old Adventure series is Financial Matters. This
two-session program focuses on wisely managing our assets and preparing for
the changes of our estate.
“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.” --Benjamin Franklin
Life Care planning addresses the continuing process of wealth accumulation,
dealing with unplanned issues along the way, and then leaving a legacy. The
two-session program will be led by two elder law attorneys. An elder law attorney helps ensure a client’s right to quality care.
This law specialty handles general estate planning issues, counseling clients
about planning for incapacity with alternative decision-making documents, preparing for long-term care needs (including nursing home care), locating appropriate types of care, and coordinating private and public resources to finance
that care.
On January 30 and February 6 at 10:30 am, Financial Matters will address
the many complexities of retaining an estate and passing along a legacy. Our
speakers will be Kris Maser, JD, a founding partner of Maser, Amundson, Boggio and Hendricks, PA; and Jeffrey Gram, JD, from the law firm of Henson and
Efron, PA. Our speakers are experienced in estate planning, medical assistance
planning, preparing for incapacity, conservatorship and guardianship issues;
and, issues pertaining to wills, trusts, powers of attorney, and health care
directives. Control what you have earned, both for your care and for those who
follow.
Contact Nancy Slaughter for more information: nan1200@visi.com.

We close on February 3 with
another guest speaker, University
of Minnesota water specialist,
Barbara Liukkon, who will focus on
Lake Superior itself, its history and
current challenges.
We hope sharing Safe from the Sea
with your church friends gives
you an appreciation for the power
of our state’s northern landscape,
and for the power of the stories we
choose to tell or to withhold in our
own families.
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The Early Childhood Ministries-hosted Pajama Party on November 9 gathered 33
pairs of pajamas and nine books for the “Pajama Program,” which helps children in
need. The 46 people in attendance were happy to help plus they had a blast!
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A Gospel Nativity

by Rodney Allen Schwartz, Director, Westminster Gallery
and Archive

T

he exhibition A Gospel Nativity tells the story of the birth of
Jesus from the perspective of the four Gospel writers. Come
experience their individual takes on what they each wrote
and what each left out of the narrative. It is only by combining
the events from each author that we get the full and familiar
story. The exhibition continues through January 13.
Watch for a stunning exhibition of photographs by Westminster
members to accompany the All-Church Book Read beginning
January 6 in Westminster Commons near the elevators. The
theme of Peter Geye’s Safe From the Sea focuses on Lake Superior
and the photographs reflect our members’ experience of being “at
the lake,” “up north,” and “at the cabin.”

Crèche, painted wood, Poland, on view by the Great Hall

The next Westminster Gallery exhibition opens January 20, and features etchings by local artist Joan Bohlig. Her
work should be familiar to regular visitors to the gallery as we have 17 in the Westminster Collection and they are
frequently seen in exhibitions and on our walls. About 50 more will be included in the exhibition. Her delightful
style of etching produces sometimes whimsical and yet informative illuminations of the Biblical texts. Also opening
later in January will be a mini-exhibition of art on eco-justice to accompany Arts Month.

Your Memorial Service: Planning Ahead
by Rev. Bebe Baldwin

In life and in death, in life beyond
death, God is with us. We are not alone.
Thanks be to God! (From the United
Church of Canada)

P

lanning one’s own memorial
service may sound like a grim
task, one that many of us
would like to avoid. But planning
ahead has given my husband Rollie
and me a sense of peace. We know
that when the time comes, our family will find comfort in a beautiful
worship service that will give thanks
for our lives and celebrate God’s gift
of life. The service will give our community the opportunity to gather
and offer support and caring.
The worship service will complete
our baptisms into Christ. It will
express the meaning of our lives
and our faith. The music, scripture,
personal reflections, and the pastor’s
message will affirm our conviction

that God’s love is boundless and
eternal, that “neither death, nor life,
… nor anything else in all creation
will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
(Romans 8:37-38)
Planning ahead is a gift to our family.
As a retired minster, I know how
vulnerable survivors can be. Loss is
always painful, and complex and
strained relationships can add to the
pain and make planning a service
more difficult. Planning ahead with
the pastor ensures that the deceased
person’s wishes are known and
respected. It can help to avoid tension
in the family.
Sometimes, in the pain of loss,
families make decisions that are
unwise or unnecessary and that do
not reflect the choices their loved one
would have made. Planning with the
church can help to clarify the role

of the church and the role of other
professionals.
To assist you as you begin planning,
you will find a helpful resource
on the Westminster website. To
find planning document: Service
of Witness to the Resurrection, go to
“Care & Support/Memorial Services”
in the Connect section. The resource
gives ideas for the worship service
as well as information on choices
like interment, cremation, or organ
donation. It also provides helpful
suggestions for receptions.
Most important, however, is a visit
with a pastor. The Rev. David Shinn,
Associate Pastor for Congregational
Care, welcomes the opportunity
to listen, share, and plan with you.
Prayerful and careful planning can
make your memorial service part of
your spiritual legacy.

