Minnesota’s Own
Taizé Cross

[If you would like to welcome
this very special Cross
to your church or community,
please see registration form]

History:

The Taizé Community in France is an ecumenical monastic community of over one hundred Brothers
from twenty-five nations. Their primary ministry is to young adults who come by the thousands in
the summer months from all parts of the world, and by the hundreds in the winter months, to spend
a week of worship—at Morning, Noon and Evening Prayers—Bible study, and fellowship with each
other and with the Brothers. These weekly gatherings of Brothers and visitors live what they call a
“parable of community” and together are a witness to and a demonstration of Reconciliation. The
Community has developed the Songs and Prayers of Taizé: simple meditative chants which can be
sung in multiple languages, Sung Prayers that have spread to worship services in churches around
the world.

A group from Minnesota traveled to Taizé in the Spring of 2001 as part of the preparation for the
coming of Brothers to Minnesota for an eleven-day Pilgrimage of Peace that fall. One member of the
group was the Rev. Bob Nervig, a retired Lutheran pastor, who was a close friend of Br. Eric, the
illustrator for the Taizé Bible and Taizé’s resident artist (Google, “brother eric taize”). Br. Eric
happened to mention that in the 1980s he’d made the five-foot hand-painted wooden Taizé Cross that
is used at Evening Prayers every Friday for Praying Around the Cross, and that he’d made a second
Cross as a back-up, but that it’d never been needed. Discussions followed, and the duplicate Taizé
Cross was sold to the ecumenical group from Minnesota, with the stipulation that it be made
available for use by all.

St. Paul’s Monastery, Minnehaha Methodist, Luther Seminary, Westminster Presbyterian, and many
others were among its early users. Many commented about the beauty of this lovingly hand-made
central symbol of Christian faith . . . with the added impact of its close connection to the Taizé
Community. And they told about the sense of One Community it seemed to bring as it traveled from
place to place . . . a sign of Christ who comes to visit every human being . . . and a sign of
Reconciliation, of the bond created between diverse persons and groups as prayers sprung up in each
gathering where it was.

As can happen, most of the members of the original group moved away, going on to other ministries,
impetus was lost, use and even knowledge of its existence diminished, and the Cross remained where
it had last been used. It is now housed at Westminster Presbyterian in Minneapolis—available to all.

If you would like to welcome MINNESOTA’s TAIZÉ CROSS to your church or community, please
contact Dr. Rodney Allen Schwartz at Westminster: rschwartz@wpc-mpls.org or 612.332.3421.

Details:

This hand-painted wooden Cross is fairly large—59” tall, 52” wide, and 3” deep—but also fairly light
as it is not solid wood. It can stand by itself, or be hung on a wall, or laid flat on the floor for Praying
around the Cross.
The Cross travels in a hand-made wooden case, 63” by 52” by 6,” which protects and cushions it. The
case is durable but is itself a work of careful craftsmanship, beautiful in its own right.
The case is on wheels and can be moved by one person, though easier by two. Because of its size, the
Cross normally requires a full-size station wagon or a van to carry it. (Two people should load and
unload it from a vehicle.)
The Cross has been and can be used in a variety of situations, from a full Sunday morning worship
service, to a traditional Taizé Morning or Evening Prayer, to Praying around the Cross, to a simple
service made up of a short period of silence, a few songs, a Bible reading, and intercessions.
If you have any questions at all about the Cross or its use: please e-mail thinplaces_us@msn.com
or call 612.866.8752.

Reservation Form:

If you would like to reserve, check availability by e-mailing rschwartz@wpc-mpls.org or calling
612.332.3421. This completed and signed form should then be sent in—electronically or by mail
[attn: Dr. Rodney Allen Schwartz, Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1200 Marquette Avenue South,
Minneapolis, MN 55403]—and must be on file no later than the time of pick-up.
Name of Organization:

Address:

Dates requested:

Contact person:
Phone:
Email:

to:

Person picking up cross:
Phone:
Email:

Loan Form:

Borrower’s printed name:

Lender’s printed name:

Borrower’s signature:

Lender’s signature:

Date:

Date:

Returned Date:

