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Dear Friends,

The Apostle Paul used the phrase “body of Christ” to describe the  
emerging community of people choosing to follow Jesus. It is an  
imprecise term, but one that helps people understand that the Church  
is the observable representation of something – or, more accurately, 
someone – not visible.  

This Annual Report shows that the part of the body of Christ residing at 
12th and Nicollet in downtown Minneapolis is very much alive, healthy, 
and active!

In 2017, Westminster did what it has done for more than 160 years: we worshipped, prayed, 
sang, studied, served others, and cared for one another. All of that happened in new ways, 
prompted by construction of the building’s new wing. We dubbed it “Creative Time”.

We took Wednesday gatherings off-site. We found our way through constricted space to the 
sanctuary. We thanked Central Lutheran for parking offered at no cost on weekdays. We served 
FEAST at St. Mark’s Cathedral. Church committees found new places to meet outside our  
building. 

Worship attendance held steady despite no on-site parking. This part of the body of Christ  
welcomed 69 new members and showed net positive membership growth of slightly more 
than 1%. We hosted 18 memorial services, thanking God for dear friends and wonderful church 
leaders—and for new members and church officers who stepped up to serve.

Westminster showed the love and justice of Jesus in many ways. We sent volunteers into the  
community to serve with partners. We traveled on mission trips in Minnesota, nationally, and 
globally. We invested nearly $1.4 million in mission support.

We celebrated the culmination of five years of effort on Open Doors Open Futures…and we  
acknowledged that now the real work of transforming Westminster’s telling presence begins!

Last year saw several Westminster staff team changes. We thanked and said farewell to  
Doug Mitchell, Neale Holleschau, Jill Schoen, Dan Franklin, Susan Hield, and Lacey Jung.  
We welcomed Carmel Tinnes, Drew Smith, Matt Johnson, Anders Lindquist, Anna Gram,  
Sheila Delaney, and PJ Eichten. And, in early 2018, we thanked Brennan Blue for his ministry 
among us and sent him with blessings to his new call.

I continue to give thanks to God for my call to serve this part of the body of Christ. I am espe-
cially grateful for the love and support I received with my two knee replacement surgeries last 
year. This congregation and its senior pastor are in even better shape as we move into 2018.

Thanks be to God! 

Grace and peace, 
Rev. Dr. Tim Hart-Andersen



We had music from the Wailin’ Jennys, gospel with Fred Steele, the  
Duruflé Requiem with guest conductor Kathy Romey, and a Black Music 
Christmas: From Africa to America. One could say that this has been a year 
of musical discovery for the Westminster Choir. Our hope is that  
as we keep discovering, we continue to make music that matches  
Westminster’s exciting, progressive energy in our community.

—Tesfa Wondemagegnehu, Director of Choral Ministries



 
 
 

Worship & Music
Worship at Westminster in 2017 continued 
through construction noise and dust. Even  
without on-site parking, weekly attendance  
held steady.
On Coming Together Sunday in September, the service concluded with a “topping off  
ceremony” to mark completion of exterior work on the new wing. The ceremony was  
followed by a grand procession led by a drum line down Nicollet Mall to an all-church 
picnic on the Convention Center green.

The music staff team continued to provide outstanding leadership in 2017. It was  
Melanie Ohnstad’s 25th year as Westminster’s organist and Tesfa Wondemagegnehu’s 
first full year as our Director of Choral Ministries. Melanie presented a number of organ 
recitals locally and around the state.

Highlights from the year in worship include the Lenten dialogue sermon series on  
Forgiveness with interfaith guests, lay leaders Joan Hyde and Dureen Ruff sharing  
memories of their decades at Westminster on Heritage Sunday in June, the choir’s  
presentation of the Faure Requiem in November, and An African Advent, with music  
from the African and African-American traditions and reflections on South African  
Allan Boesak’s Advent Credo.

Tesfa, Meghan Gage-Finn and Sarah Brouwer worked with a group of leaders on worship 
discernment throughout 2017. In November, session approved their recommendation to 
start two new worship services in Westminster Hall: The Clearing, a Wednesday evening 
contemplative service, and Gathered at Five, a casual worship service on Sunday evenings.   

With God’s help, we are blessed to bring new worship life to Westminster and  
our community! — Rev. Sarah Brouwer, Associate Pastor 
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Rev. Meghan Gage-Finn; Rev. David 

Shinn leading A Time With Children in 
worship; Rev. Sarah Brouwer and Rev. 

Matthew Johnson on his ordination day.  
Opposite page clockwise: Rev. Tim 

Hart-Andersen; Westminster Sanctuary; 
Tesfa Wondemagegnehu leading choir; 

parishioners at worship.



During Creative Time, we  
spent the year eating, singing, 
learning, worshipping and  
being together out in the  
community. 
We gathered at Central Lutheran Church and Knox 
Presbyterian Church, grateful for the warmth 
and hospitality of our partners in faith. Members 
opened their homes to one another for small 
groups, and meetings were held in parks, restau-
rants, and coffee shops, as the Spirit led us to be 
church in new ways because of our construction. 
As much as we enjoyed our Creative Time adven-
tures, it is good to be together again at Westmin-
ster, learning and serving together as new and 
changed people of God!

We welcomed Carmel Tinnes, Director of  
Educational Ministries, to our staff team in March 
and celebrate her leadership with children’s  
ministries and adult education. She has brought 
her own creative and artistic touch to our  
educational offerings for all ages.

We want our faith to help us become peacemakers 
and promoters of acceptance, opportunity, justice 
and wellbeing for everyone. Let us all continue to 
live out these learnings with both conviction and 
forbearance. “

—Carmel Tinnes, Director Educational Ministries

GROW

“The Westminster Gallery tells Bible and  
other stories by weaving together art from  
cultures and countries around the world.  
Our growing collection of art enables diverse 
themes to enrich our daily conversations.” 

— Rodney Allen Schwartz,  
Director, Westminster Gallery & Archive



Westminster’s ministries for families, youth,  
and children offer a wide range of programs, 
including church school on Sundays for chil-
dren and parents, choirs, fellowship opportu-
nities, and summer programs and camps. 

“In the Families, Youth, and Children  
community I’ve seen God in the relationships 
people have with one another. In the youth pro-
gram, God has been at work in helping youth 
develop relationships with each other and the 
broader community while on mission trips, 
retreats, or spending time together.”

—Helen Strom, Westminster Youth Elder

Westminster welcomes the 
unique energy and spirit 
that children, youth, and 
their families bring to the 
life of the church. 

Clockwise from top:  
Art by Sadao Watanabe,  

Westminster’s Archives; Third Grade 
Church School; children riding bikes 

as part of the blessing on the new 
parking garage on January 14, 

2018; Middle School mission trip; 
Anna Northenscold, Westminster 

Youth and Elder; Margaret  
McCray, Clinical Director,  
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and Rodney Allen Schwartz, Direc-
tor, Westminster Gallery, enjoying 

a Christmas lunch; WOW Women’s 
Bible Study.



Connect 
Westminster provides connection,  
care, and support for people at all  
stages of life.
Fellowship at Westminster saw many creative transitions in 2017,  
but Westminster rose to the occasion, with God’s help and guidance. 
WestConnect young adults continued to meet at Westminster each 
Wednesday night without parking, and also did many off-site events. 
Many of our fellowship groups and women’s ministries met on Sundays 
after worship, moving away from traditions and, in fact, increasing  
attendance. Our nominating committee met mostly off-site this year,  
in members’ homes, and it was a lovely way to learn more about one  
another. The all-church picnic on Coming Together Sunday was once 
again held at the Convention Center lawn, and we re-started a dinner 
party event in members’ homes. 

In 2017, the Westminster community connected and had fellowship in 
new ways that gave us a greater understanding of what “being church” 
truly means. As we move into 2018, we can all look back to 2017 and the 
ways our hospitality (especially coffee servers, greeters, red rovers,  
and reception desk volunteers) created warmth and welcome, and we 
can do our best to carry that into new spaces and new ministries. 

As a Meisel scholar this summer, I saw God in the wonderful community  
at PRISM (People Responding in Social Ministry) with which I was blessed 
to work. My fellow volunteers were so warm and happy to help me  
whenever I had questions. They were a wonderful example of a way to 
foster community that I hope to develop in all spheres of my life. 

— Anna Kruskop, Westminster member and Meisel Scholar

The phrase,’ extravagant welcome,’ has been enlivened in the actions  
of so many Westminster members. Creating a comforting dinner  
following the Service of Remembrance, enthusiastically greeting visitors 
and listening to a person experiencing homelessness are just a few  
examples that I have been privileged to witness.

—Sheila Delaney, Events Manager



“

Welcoming New Members

Westminster felt the power of the Holy Spirit this 
year through welcoming new members. Romans 
15:7 teaches that we should receive others as Christ 
has welcomed us. Our New Member Engagement 
Committee embraces the call to provide a warm 
welcome. It is a joyful invitation to live out Christ’s  
teachings in community by growing, learning and 
serving together.

— Andrea Knoll, New Member Committee, Elder

The New Covenant of  
Westminster Membership
Trusting in God’s saving grace through Jesus Christ, 
I accept the joys and responsibilities of church 
membership and commit myself to the journey  
of faith.

I will strive to live as Christ’s faithful disciple,  
following his teaching and showing his love and 
justice. I will do my best to be faithful in worship 
attendance, to nurture my faith, and to find some 
definite place of usefulness in the life and ministry 
of this community.

Acknowledging that all we have is a gift from our 
Creator, and responding to God’s grace and love,  
I will be a faithful steward and will contribute,  
as I am able, my gifts and resources to Westminster 
and to the Holy Spirit that sustains me.

Clockwise from top: Barbara Brown, Suann Nichols, Sandy 
Wolfe Wood (not pictured, Cindy Vekas), recipients of the Life-

time Honorary Award from Presbyterian Women, PC(USA);  
an offsite all-church event cheering on Minnesota United;  

WestConnect young adults on their annual retreat. 



Through leadership, resources, and  
service, we put our faith into action.  
At Westminster, we strive to heed God’s call to “do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with God,” by putting our faith into action 
in our city and around the world. We continue to dedicate more than 20% 
of our operating budget to Faith in Action ministries as we live into God’s 
vision for justice and mission in this world. Over the past year, we served 
meals, helped build homes, advocated for our neighbors, and funded 
scores of organizations and projects. We wrote and adopted “Calling  
for Systemic Change,” an advocacy statement intended to spur action 
toward reforming the criminal justice system. We prepared to support St. 
David’s as they open their doors to the Harman Center for Child and Fam-
ily Wellbeing. We began important and difficult conversations through 
our Race & Grace Dialogues. And we continued to support our mission 
work through seven ministry teams: Social Justice, Eco Justice, Hunger, 
Housing, St. David’s, Global Partnerships and Community Partnerships. 

The Faith in Action Council added the St. David’s ministry team and  
approved a new Senior Center Ministry, both made possible by Open  
Doors Open Futures. The Council approved a policy document on mass 
incarceration, is planning more direct mission opportunities and discussing 
incorporating racial justice into all of our ministries. We’re proud of  
Westminster’s generosity of time, talent and resources that make our 
church a telling presence in the city.

—Suzie Crockett, Chair, Faith in Action Council

Act

In divisive and complicated times,  
the Forum’s mission to engage  

the community in reflection  
and dialogue on issues of our day is 
especially important. In just an hour, 

nationally acclaimed speakers  
inform and expand our perspectives  

on climate change, racial inequity, 
government, media and misinforma-
tion, building just communities, and 
America’s role in a changing world.

—Susan McKenna, Executive Director 
Westminster Town Hall Forum 



We reach out through hospital and home visits, prayer shawls knit with 
prayers for those needing spiritual support, walking alongside those 
grieving the loss of a loved one, delivering flowers, home cooked meals 
and home communion to the homebound, sending a trained and com-
mitted prayer team to pray with our members, offering accessibility for 
programming and the church building, providing worship at two Presby-
terian Homes, and supporting the Westminster Counseling Center and 
Downtown Coalition for Grief. Westminster is supported by our Deacons, 
Congregational Care Council, and the ongoing work of the Westminster 
Counseling Center.

Westminster’s acts of compassion are not limited to our community.  
In 2017, our session approved a proposal from a discernment team to 
make our space available for hospitality and programming for the seniors 
displaced by the closure of the two senior centers previously located 
downtown and in Uptown. We are collaborating with Hennepin County 
Library–Minneapolis Central in this effort to serve the senior community 
in the downtown area. 

Care 
At Westminster, we are committed  
to caring for our members and our  
community in myriad ways. 

Clockwise from top right: The new Prayer Room; a prayer shawl knitter; a group of  
hospitality volunteers; chapel stained glass window. Opposite page: Open Arms  

mission opportunity; Vivian Jenkins-Nelsen preaching; Rev. Douglas Mitchell at his 
retirement celebration; Irshad Manj at the Westminster Town Hall Forum.

The Congregational Care Council  
rejoices in the vitality and compassion 
of its thirteen ministries and is grateful 
for the opportunity to implement two 
new collaborations: the Senior Center 
with Faith in Action and a Care Curricu-
lum with Adult Education. It’s exciting 
to work together as we plan for ways 
to enrich and support our congregation 
and neighbors.

Lucy Quaintance, Co-Chair,  
Congregational Care Council, Elder 



Clockwise from top left: Boy Scouts who meet  
at Westminster; Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson II preaching 

on MLK Sunday; a view of Westminster; gathering for 
Bold Hope in the North. Opposite page from left: Tim 
Hart-Andersen with Jim and Carmen Campbell at the 

ribbon cutting; Jim Dayton in Westminster Hall;  
banners procession down the Trinity Stairs.



Open Doors Open Futures
On Sunday, January 14, 2018 Westminster opened the 
doors on our inspiring 41,000-square-foot expansion, 
made possible by Open Doors Open Futures. 
Liberty Community Church and Grace-Trinity Community Church joined in worship celebrat-
ing the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and featuring guest preacher Rev. Dr. J. Herbert 
Nelson, II, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. Nelson 
congratulated and challenged the congregation with these words: “Use this space wisely. You 
have much and have already used it for the glory of God. Take it and do a whole lot more. Let 
the world know you are standing firm.”

Following worship, the congregation processed 
downstairs for a blessing of the parking garage 
and then back to the first floor to inaugurate 
Westminster Hall with the premiere of compos-
er Tom Trenney’s “I Will Make a Way,” a setting 
of Isaiah 43:19, commissioned for the occasion. 
Architect James Dayton and Tim Hart-Andersen 
concluded the joyous celebrating with words of joy and thanks. A recap of the widespread 
media coverage of the opening is available at westminstermpls.org/media-room.

Making a Difference with Mission 
As part of Open Doors Open Futures, Westminster committed an historic $8 million to  
mission with 80% of the funds for local and 20% for global initiatives centered around five 
broad themes: affordable housing, local and global partnerships, young adult leadership 
development, and South Sudan peace and reconciliation work. In addition, St. David’s Center 
for Family and Child Development, our new on-site partner, will serve children ages birth to 
five who have experienced trauma.  

More than $4.93 million has been disbursed to date to support these initiatives. The impact  
is significant. A few highlights: 63 units of affordable housing were built and a site secured  
for another 100 units; 21st Century Academy established an out-of-school math and reading 
assistance program with Liberty Church and Northside Achievement Zone; girls in South 
Sudan are getting new educational opportunities via our partnership with the Presbyterian 
Church of South Sudan, with 150 teachers trained to serve more than 3,000 children.

Open Doors Open Futures is making a difference around the world! 

“Westminster is a place that can take  
a little something and do a lot, but also 
can take a lot and do a whole lot more!” 

 — Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II



Give 
At Westminster, we believe that God calls us to be  
generous and joyful givers of our time, talent, and  
resources. 
The year-round Stewardship Ministry helps Westminster create a financially sustainable  
future by encouraging a generous response to God’s grace and joyfully sharing the 
blessings we have been given. The ministry team explores the faith basis for financial 
stewardship, and how giving leads to spiritual transformation. Through the Stewardship 
Ministry, members have the opportunity to grow in faith by giving to annual ministries 
and operations, by giving to the Open Doors Open Futures campaign, and by creating a 
legacy of gratitude for future generations through a planned gift in their will or estate 
plans.  

This was an exceptional year of generosity by any measure, with sustained high levels  
of participation in 2017. We also met our goal of a 6% increase in the 2018 annual  
budget. This bodes well for the future and for Westminster’s continued ability to steward 
the hopes and dreams of the congregation outward in service to the community. 

Three-quarters of Westminster’s operating budget comes from pledges and gifts. More 
than one-fifth of the budget is dedicated to mission. 

Stewardship is not about the math. Rather, it is about the heart and about joy - the joy we 
feel in worship, the joy of pursuing Christ’s mission of loving God and neighbor, the joy of 
fellowship. Good stewardship is when we know deeply that all that we have is a gift from 
God, and then sharing those blessings with others.  

 — Nan Etzwiler and Jock Donaldson, Stewardship Co-Chairs 

Clockwise from upper right: 
Westminster Commons; Philip 

Friedman and child; Eugene 
Fotso in Westminster Hall;  

Coming Together Sunday; Rev. 
Sarah Brouwer and Marcy Con-

rad Nutt; Rev. Tim Hart-Andersen 
gifting Bible to 3nd grader. 
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